STORY OF THE STEVENS PISTOL

By Cecil C. Kyser

President Frost, fellow members of the American Society,
I am highly honored to have the opportunity to talk to you
about my collection of Stevens Pistols.

The Stevens Company was established in the year 1864
and it was takenover by Savage Firearms in the late 1920°’s
or early 1930’s.

Stevens rifles and pistols held world records up into the
early 1900’s. My interest in Stevens pistols began in the
early 20’s when-1 traded a young fellow out of a pistol to
use on a trap line — as I grew older, I still was fasci-
nated by the accuracy and durability of this type gun.

The Stevens Company, at the height of production, had
two factories, one the River Plant and the other the Hill
Plant. Their earliest model was the Vest Pocket model, a
small Derringer type pistol, similar to the Remington
Derringer. The company quickly branched out into rifles
of the same general design and function.

The prime aim of the Stevens Company seemed to always
be accuracy of their pgoduct (a trait that does not always
seem to be so prevalent today). At the same time their
company was producing firearms, they were also manu-
facturing precision tools and later went into the manufac-
ture of automobiles, namely, the Stevens Duryea, which
CECIL C. KYSER the antique car buffs are searching for today —

The number of different pistol models produced by Stevens has always been a subject of debate in the gun
fraternity. Like all firearms manufacturers of the period, Stevens would make any special order, as I will
show you later. As I have stated, the earliest model produced was a Deringer type pistol — the next pistol
of interest was known as the Stevens Gem, which was also a Deringer type, but the production of this pistol
was short lived. This brings us up to the Golden Age of Stevens — the full line carried in the late 1800°s
was as follows: In catalog #11, these guns are listed in this manner — the Lord model, the Conlin model and
the Gould model. The Lord model was aheavy gun with an elongated grip designed for target shooting — the
accuracy of this model was highly regarded and many world records werj established with this pistol—

The Conlin model was quite similar to the Lord model, with the exception that it had a shorter grip, for
smaller hands—

The Gould model was similar to the Conlin model, with this exception — it did not have the spur on the
trigger.

The Lord model was produced in 8, 10”’, and 12’ length barrels; the sights were many different types,
the best was adjustable to windage and elevation by micrometer type screws.

Reprinted from the American Society of Arms Collectors Bulletin 21:21-25
Additional articles available at http://americansocietyofarmscollectors.org/resources/articles/
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The fact that Stevens believed that accuracy could only be had by a shell
being in the chamber of a barrel was the main reason these guns would
shoot all day in the same hole, if the shooter was man enough to hold
the gun there —

To prove the high regard of the accuracy of these pistols, there are
many testamonials in the various catalogs by such people as Ira Paine,
John W. Pope, Annie Oakley and by most of the famous target shooters
of that period— Stevens also manufactured a gun which they called the
Model 39, chambered for calibers such as 38-55, 38-45, 44~50, 44-65
and 44 Shot in 15 and 18" BBLS. Next in production was the new
Pocket or Bicycle Model #40 which had a detachable stock — this gun
was only manufactured in 22 caliber. This model was followed by the
Vernier Model #40-1/2 which had a vernier sight on the shoulder of the
grip, for better accuracy. The next model was known as Model 41, which
was a tip up withonly a 3-1/2”bbl., also very accurate for such a small
pistol. Model 42 was the next small pistol produced; this pistol had a
detachable stock and was a very light gun.

Last in this series was the Diamond Model #43- this model had many
variations which I will show you, from the earliest to the latest-

There have also been many Cased pistols come to light- The Stevens
Company listed cases for certain types of pistols- However none were
of the type as, say, Colt or other ‘“name brands*’- None of the Cased TOP ~ FIRST MODEL STEVENSS.S, .32 RF, SERIAL
Pistols which I have seen have had the Stevens factory label in the case. #618. MIDDLE — STEVENS “GEM,” .25 CAL.

#3830. BOTTOM ~ STANDARD PRODUCTION MODEL
As I have said, I will now show you some of the Stevens pistols from my collection, which I consider most
interesting- I will be more than glad to answer any questions you might wish to ask-

I would especially like to call your attention to a leather cased pistol with Shoulder Stock and Telescope
sight, from Stevens by Special Order and was in the same family until I bought it from the Estate-

Following is a detailed description of some of the representative firearms produced by Stevens in the late
1800’s from early 1900’s-
Stevens #35 ‘“Off Hand Target’’

Round BBL with Octagon Breech - Frame
Nickel Plated- Wide Butt - Ammo 22 LR

Conlin Model #38

Half Octagon BBL- Blue-~
Frame Nickel Plated- Spur Guard- Wide Butt

Sights, Sporting Rear-Bead Front
‘Weight- 6°’~1 1b-60z.
8"-1 1b-8oz.
10°’~1 1b-100z.

Lord Model - #36

Round BBL-Octagon Breech- Standard
length- 10’ Frame Nickel Plated -
Ammo 22LR - Made to order for 22-7-45
RF- 32 long RF- 38 Long Colt

Sights Sporting rear Bead Front

Weight- 10°’- 2-1/4 Lb.

Stocks finely checkered

Gould Model #37

Half Octagon BBL~ Blue~ 10*’
Frame- Nickel Plated- Wide Butt
Stocks~ Walnut- Finely Checkered
Cal. 22LR- 25 Stevens RF
Sights Sporting Rear- Bead Front
Weight- 10°” BBL- 1-1/2 LB.

12”’ BBL- 2-1/2 LB.

Cal. 22- Same on Special Order
Sights- Sporting Rear- Bead Front
Weight- 10’ BBL- 1-1/2 LB,

12”* BBL~ 2-1/2 LB.

Shotgun-New Model- Pocket #39

Part roung and part octagon BBL-~
Smooth bore- Frame Nickel Plated-
with Detachable stock

Cal. 38~55 to 44 Everlasting
Sights- regular shotgun bead
Weight- 15 BBL- 2-1/2 LB,

Rifles- New Model Pocket or Bicycle #40

Part round and part octagon BBL.

Frame Nickel Plated

Stock Black Walnut with detachable stock
Cal. 22LR-25 Stevens RF- 32 Long RF

Rifles-Vernier New Model #40-1/2

Same as Model 40 except has Vernier Rear
Peep Sight-
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FROM KYSER COLLECTION

. » = ,.

o b OULD MODEL, 22 CAL #20170 SECOND — ““TIFFANY”’ ENGRAVED TOP — STEVENS “RELIABLE" MODEL, #42 BOTTOM — STANDARD PRO-
GOULD" MODEL, .22 CAL., #11510. THIRD — “CONLIN” MODEL, .22 CAL, B eTON BT BOTH Pt ors 5T EA

#8841. FOURTH — ‘“LORD" MODEL, 122 CAL. #1564 ! '

1AL ORDER STEVENS 22 CAL, “HAND EJECTOR’’ #492 WITH FANCY
:ii% CARVED STOCK WITH DOLPHIN'S HEAD, CASED “‘BICYCLE MODEL" WITH STEVENS SCOPE, 122 CAL. 324617

STEVENS ‘‘VERNIER” MODEL #14307, .22 CAL., 18" BARREL, VERNIER
SIGHT ON GRIP.

STEVENS ‘NEW MODEL,” .32 LONG RF #284, WITH MALCOMSON SCOPE.
ALL PISTOLS MADE IN THE TWO PLANTS AT CHICOPEE FALLS, MASS.
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Pistol Model Tip Up- #41 Pistol Model Diamond #43

Part round, part octagon BBL Part round, part octagon BBL
Frame Nickel Plated Frame Nickel Plated

Stock plain walnut Stock- Long plain- walnut grip
Cal. 22 Short RF Cal. 22LR RF

Sights open Sights- Globe Front- Rear Peep
Weight- 7 oz. Weight- 6’ BBL- 10 oz.

10’ BBL~ 12 oz.
Rifle Model Reliable Pocket #42

Part round and part octagon BBL

Frame Nickel Plated

Stock plain with detachable skeleton rest
Cal. 22 LR-RF

Sights Globe Front-Rear Peep

Weight- 1 LB.
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