Figure 1. An 1870s composite vicw of the Tallassee Armory from Fuller & Steuart’s Fireurms of the Confederacy.
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The Tallassee Armory

William B. Floyd

In the carly 19505 I made my first trip to Tallassee,
Alabama, to visit the Tallassee Mills plant of the Mount
Vernon Woodberry Mills of Balimore, Maryland. This mod-
ern textile plant was located on the east side of the Tal-
lapoosa River adjacent to a dam that extended across the river
with a power plant on the western end and a group of
buildings below the power plant along the western side of
the river. In the reception area of the main office I noticed a
carbine over the door leading to the offices. I was told that
this was manufactured in a building across the river by the
Confederate States government during the War Between the
States.

I was later presented with a book published by the
company titled A History of Tallassee that contained informa-
tion that was so valuable to me: this was the beginning of my
interest in the Tallassee Armory. A visit to the buildings, now
owned by Alabama Power Company, was an experience 1
shall never forget, My research uncovered the fact that the
original records of the Armory have never been found and, in
order to get the real story, | would have to do a great deal of
searching. I have found no record of the Federals ever
reaching the area during the war, contradicting a story told
by a former workman who came with the machinery from

Richmond, and was published in the fine book Firearms of

the Confederacy by Fuller and Stewart. Records presented
here will help clear up the story of the Armory and its
product, Accounts arce taken from the letters sent to Tallassee
by other persons in the Ordnance Department, copics of
letters found in the Officer’s files, the files of the firm of
Barnett, Micou & Company, owners of the property, the
Official Records, and work by Virginia Nobel Golden, author
of The History of Tallassee.

By mid 1863, Col. Josiah Gorgas, Chief of Ordnance of
the Confederate States, had reached the conclusion that
standards for small arms manufactured by the Ordnance
Department at its many armories had to be developed, and
new factories had to be built deeper into the heartland of the
Confederacy away from the constant threat of enemy action
that disrupted production.

Col. Gorgas approved two new factories, one for the
rifled musket and another for a new carbine. The former was
to be built in Macon, Ga., with new machinery from England
and the latter to be built at some other location to be
determined later.'! The new carbine was to be muzzle

loading, caliber 38, and similar to the Cook & Bros. carbine
made in Athens, Ga.

When the pressures began to mount on Richmond in
early 1864 and the safety of the Armory was in question, plans
were rushed to pack up and move the machinery from the
carbine factory. Macon was the first choice of a location, but
James H. Burton, Supt. of Armories, advised Col, Gorgas that
there was not room there for the workers and families nor
buiklings suitable for the factory. With Atlanta threatened,
the suggestion was made to ship the machinery to Augusta,
Ga., or Columbia, $.C., for safety.? A letter to Burton by Col.
Gorgas on April 28th suggested Tallassee, Alabama, as the
best choice for the new factory. The operation of a large
textile plant on the Tallapoosa River, some six miles up river
from the railroad of the Montgomery and West Point Railway
Co. line at Cowles Station on the cast side of the Tallapoosa
River was offered. Burton was to visit the site and report back
as quickly as possible.?

On June 1st, Burton sent a long letter to Gorgas
describing the location and his visit with the Mill owners. A
copy of this report was sent to Captain Charles P, Bolles, who
was selected by Gorgas to accompany Burton to Tallassec and
get the operation under way while waiting on the machinery
to arrive.* Captain Bolles was a wise choice: as an Artillery
Officer he was in charge of the early construction of the sand
batteries at the entrance to the Cape Fear River at Wilming-
ton, N.C., that latter became Fort Fisher. e was commis-
sioned a Captain of Artillery, CSA, July 8, 1862, and assigned
to the Fayetteville Arsenal & Armory, There he also com-
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Quoting from the Burton report is the best description

of the Tallassee location:

Colonel, In compliance with your instructions Lo Supt.
J. H. Burton and Captain C. P. Bolles as contained in your
letters of the 28th April and _ May. constituting them a joint
commission for Lhe purpose of visiting lallassee, Ala., and
there making arrangements for the reception of the carbine
machinery and operatives 1o be removed from Richmond, we
have the honor to report that we have visited Tallassee and
remained there from the 28th Lo the 3 Lst inst. With reference
to the accommodarion of the machinery, we found the only
buildings adapied to this purpose Lo consist of two cotion
mills, an old one, and onc of recent erection, the former full of
machincry, in active operation, the latter about one-hall fifled
with machinery also in active operation. The choice of
selection lay between the possession of the whole of the old
building. and the two upper floors of the four story new
building. The latter would afford room sufficient for all the
machinery o be removed, except the trip hammers, but the
location so high we deemed too inconvenicent, in additoa to

which objection there pertained the further objective of risk
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A pre-1860 map showing the Tallassee Armory location (arrow).

from fire, and too close association with the operatives of the
cotron mill. We cherclore decided in favor of the old building,
by which complete isolaton from the large corton mill is
secured, We have arranged with Messrs. Barnett, Micou & Co.
for the possession of the smaller factory building as soon as the
machinery now in it can be removed Lo the large factory,
which removal will be commenced immcdiately. As the
building sceured does not afford sufficicat tloor room for the
accomodation of the carbine machincry, it will be necessary to
erect a temporary addition to it, about RO [eet long, and 40 feet
wide, two storics high, with plenty of windows to meet the
requirements of filing operatives. There will have to be
erccted also a temporary building for ¢ip hammer and other
forging operations. The wall of the last named building Messes
B. M. & Co require to be of stone, as a measure of salcty to
their large factory in case of lire, the space berween the
buildings, a5 proposed, being not more than 100 feet. The
expense of erccrion of these walls will not be grear as stone
abounds on the spot, of a namuwe easily quarried. We have
arranged with Messes. B. M. & Co. for the exclusive use of
these premises or both for the war, with the privilege of
extending the lease to five vears should the war werminace

emlier. Also privileges of grading the ground and erecting such



additional buildings thercon as may be necessary to the
purposc in view, the use of the water wheel and gearing now
in the mill, with water Lo propel it, with the right to increase
the power and supply of water, to meer possible tuture
contingencics. Also the unobstructed right of way to and from
the premises. We have agreed to allow compensation to
Messrs B. M. & Co. for loss of time in removing and reerecting
their machinery, which will require from four to five wecks
(estumated by the owners to accomplish). The above arrange-
ments for the accommodation of the carbine machinery,
which are not all that could be desired, in view of the delay
incident to the vacation of the premises and the erection of the
additional buildings, arc the best that circurastances permitted
us o make.

With reference to the accommodations of the work-
men and their families, we found that there was none available
for families and but little for unmarried men, the wwn of
Tallassce consisting cntirely of the coutages of the factory
operartives, all of which were fully occupied. At the present
time board & lodging for about thirty single men can be
provided, and arrangements to this extent have been made.
We have further arranged with Messrs B. M. & Co. for the lease
on samc terms and for the same time as stated for the factory
premises of a sufficient number of town lots for the erection of
twenty live double tenements for families, giving Lo cach of
the families a garden spot of a full quarter of an acre. These lots
are located in the best part of the town and are convenient to
the factory. We have agreed with Messrs. B. M. & Co. that they
shall have the option of purchase at valuation, of all the
buildings (factory & tenement) erected by the Govt. at the
expiration of the lease, failing in which they are to be removed
by the Govt. at the expiration of the lease, or within ninety
days ol expiration of lease. All C.8. Gove. Laxes on the property
leased to be paid by the Govt. It will thus be seen that no
accommodations for families can be supplied until some of the
Govi. tenements are erected. The facilities for getting lumber
in adequarte quantity ace not such as will enable the erection of
the buildings to progress rapidly. Messrs. B. M. & Co. have a
sawmill on the spot, but its utmost capacity is but 2000 feet of
lumber per day. ‘There are two other small mills in the vicinity,
but their united capacity is but 2000 feet per day. There is a
large stcam mill about cight miles distant, capable of produc-
ing say 6000 feet per day. but the readiest measure of
rrunsportation of lumber fuenished will be first to ship it on the
RR 10 a point within six miles of Tallassee and thence hauling
by wagons & teams o the town. These are all the available
sources of supply for lumber. Bricks can be made on the spot
and operations 1o do this have been commenced. Lime can be
obtained also from Youngsboro, about 60 miles distant, by RR

to within six miles of Tallassee. All supplies from a distance
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Figure 3. A pholo of Major Charles H. Bolles,

from the North Carolina Archives.
will be hauled these six miles, crossing the Tallapoosa river by
means of a ferry flat There is a grist mill on che spot, and
Messrs B. M. & Co. have agreed 1o assist the Govr. in the
necessary supply of provisions for the Armories.

The country abourt Tallasses: is represented as not being
very productive. Below the land is better aad there are many
finc plantations. Mr. Micou, in behalf of the Company he
represents, expresses his carnest desire (o assist the Govt. in
every possible way in connection with the Armory at Tallas-
sce, and his cooperation will be of the greatest importance as
he controls nearly all the supplies for miles around by his
facilitics for barter and exchange for the factory products.

With reference w the location of an Armory permanent
at Tallassee, we are of the opinion that the circumstances are
not favorable to the erection of such works on that side of the
river, for the reason that the best factory sites dre now
occupied and the water power would have to be derived from
the canal of the factory Co. below their works, thus subjecting
the Govl. to possible problems of operations incident to
repairs & ¢ at the Govt. Works. We visited and examined the
location on the side of the river opposile o the town of
Tallassee and we are of the opinion that should the Govl.
decide to establish 2 permanent armory at this point an adequate
water power could be developed and a good site for a town on the
high tands adjacent could be purchased. The question, however,
of selecting a pecmanent location is one of much impornance and
we respectively submit the propricty of making this the
special duty of 4 commission to he appointed hercalter and

who can give the subject the full consideration advisably
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Mesers, Barnett, Micou & Co. were unable o name the

rent to be paid for the property proposed to be leased ro the

Govt bur proposed to leave it to arbitration and 1o which we

assented This can best be effected by the officers in charge of

the Aemory who can then make the lease in praper form

All which is respectfully subniitied.
We have the honor to be, Colonel.
Respectfully your obdt servts, James H. Burton, Supt. of

Arnories.’

Captain Bolles appears to have arrived with his baggage
in hand. since a letter of June 2nd, 1864, from Burton was
addressed to hirn in Tallussee as commander of C.S. Armory
and, enclosed his report to Gorgas, advising him that he was
shipping 10 boxes of 8 X 10 inch window glass for the new
additions by the way of the Q.M. Dept.® Burton advises him
that his order for glass had been turned over to Col, Cuyler at
the Arsenal in Macon, Ga., and that he had better find housing
in Montgomery, Alabama, for the families of the workers until
such time as he could complete quarters in Tallassee.” On
June 16 Bolles adviscd Burton that he was enclosing a draft of
the agreecment on the grounds and buildings to be erected
with Messts. B. M. & Co.®

A summary of work done at the C.S. Armory at Tallassee
i the Month of June, 1864: articles fabricated: tools. 6 pick
axes. 6 temporary dwellings houses. one office building 15 X
30, 2000 ft. clap boards, 4860 feel (imber heaved for sills for
buldings. Also were hired 5 foreman, 91 mechanics and 4
negro laborers. Two houses were repaired for temporary use
by employees. The carbine machinery from Richmond had
arrived at Cowles Station on Montgomery & West Pt. RR and
was transferred by wagons the six miles 1o Tallassee. Bolles
also cxcavated ground and blasted rock for the smiths, tilt
hammer. grinding shop and extension of the cotton factory
leased. Ground was cleared for employee’s housing. Having
received from Major Wagner of Montgoniery on June 16th,
1864, hinges, screws, claw hammers, 10,405 feet lumber on
14th and 12,992 fect on the 27th.

The machinery was stored by B. M. & Co.

The list of the machinery arriving from Richmond is not
dated but was found in the cinzen’s files on Barnett, Micou &
Co.

DBy June 20th Bolles had purchased tools and supplies
from Barnett & Micou for the buildings amounting to over
$7500.00.2 Knowing the slow pace of military red tape in
ordering supplies, Bolles chose instcad to get what he needed
locally and spced things up. He had been chosen by the
Ordnance Department to get the Fayetreville Armiory and
Arsenal into operation in 1862 when the C.5. Govt. took over
from the State of North Carolina.

All cotton mill machinery had been removed by Septem-
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ber 30th and Bolles approved invoices {rom B. M. & Co.
amounting to a total of $76,109.67."" The account at Barnett
& Micou has by now grown to over $100,000.00. Bolles
complained bitterly to Burton that he needed money and
material desperately. He was able to get most of his building
supplies and other supplies from Barnett & Micou but at their
charges, not at cash prices. It was not undil late August that he
was able to receive a shipment of stores of 10 Ibs borax, 10
Ibs copper (pig) and 20 [bs glue from Lt. Charles Selden, M.S.
Keeper at Macon Armory." This allowed a small number of
workers to produce some components for the carbine.

Invoices from B, M. & Co. show a large number of slaves
were hired by Bolles to build the houses and make the
Armory additions.!?

By the last of August, Bolles was ready to start up a small
part of liis machinery but was not able to sccure oil needed to
lubricate the bearings. Burton replied that he should use oil
extracted from lard as B. M. & Co. does He also inquires if he
has yet erected his till hammer and smith shops and asks
“You speak of the addition of the wing on the North side of
the old factory as the only necessary addition to that building.
Please explain.’”” Thus we sce that Bolles is trying to build and
operate a factory at the same time.'* On the 29th Burton
wrote. acknowledging Bolles lctters of 22, 24th, & 25th on
various requests for information. At the end of this letter he
comments: 'l am pleased to know that you are getting on so
well with machinery, buildings & c in the face of difficulties "4

Of ¢ourse no one wrote Bolles cxpliining the Union
invasjion of Northermn Georgia.

From these [etters and reports it i3 easy to see that no
carbines have been produced.

On September the 8th Burton wrote to Major W. R
Hunt at the Niter & Mining Bureau in Selma the following:

The requisitions of Capt C. P. Boles, Comdg. C.&

Armory Tallassec, Ala, have been forwarded to me by Caol.

Gargas, Chief of Ordnance, with instructions to give them

proper direction ‘The following described rolled iron of best

quality is required by Capl. Bolles for manufacture of arms, and

I respectuively request that you will supply the same as early

dav as possible. vis:

1000 Ibs bar iron 1% X 14, 100 1bx bar iron 2 X 34, 1600

1bs bas iron 2 X 31n.. 800 1bs bar iron 4Y%; square, 1000 Ibs bar

iron 1% round, 1000 (bs. bar iran % round and 2500 1bs bas

iron in section as per drawing (see below?). Slhiould occasion

require you will please correspond with Capt. Bolles in

rclation to the above 1%




Figure 5. The Tallassee Armory b i from the east, looking west, as they were in the 1870s. (Note: it was not
possible to include Figure 4, a copy of Major Bolles’' commission as a Captain, July 8, 1862.)

No sign of urgency, just passing the buck. This ship-
ment would be the major metals neceded to complete his
carbines and get his production under way. No carbines have
yet been manufactured. It is interesting at this point to see
that Bolles has gone over the head of Burton directly to
Gorgas. It is quite evident by the letter of Burton to Gorgas on
the 15th of September that he was not pleased with Bolles
and he recommended Mr. Walter C. Hodgkins, who was in
his employment at the pistol factory and formerly of the firm
of D. C. Hodgkins & Sons,'6 Since the date of this letter is of
the same date as one where he requested to Maj. Hunt in
Selma for the iron, it appears that Gorgas was fed up with
Burton because he selected instead Maj. William V. Taylor of
his own staff to take over the job in Tallassee.

On September 20th, five days after he had written
Gorgas about Hodgkins, Burton wrote Bolles in Tallassee this
letter;

Captain, Your itwo letters of the 17th received. The

brick masons will be sent on to vou tomorrow. 1 have no

plasterers regularly cmployed as such but will endeavor to send

you brickmasons who can do that class of work also. With

reference to hand-stockers you require, I have none who can

be transferred to you as | have never employed them at this

Armory. | advise that you communicate with the Commanding

Officers of the camip of instruction in Ala. and make known

your wants and necessities. They may be able 1o detail as ““light

duty men” mechanics who can leam to stock arms. I think

Col. M. H. Wright Comdg. Columbus Ga. Arsenal may have
some stockers. Write to him also and ascertain if he will
ransfer them to you. If he has such workman but declines to
transfer them, write to Col. Gorgas. State the case fully and
request him to decide to which work they are most essential,
and to give orders accordingly. I believe them to be employed
at Columbus on cepairs of arms, but I think you may so stace to
Col. Gorgas.

In regard to the omission on the pan of Col. Gorgas to
furnish you with instructions with reference to the payment of
detailed men, in accordance with the late act of Congress. I
presume it has been inadvertently overlooked at the Bureau. |
enclose herewith for your information a copy of the instruc-
tions rec'd at the Macon Ordnance Establishment from Col.
Gorgas and also a copy of the schedule of rates of wages and
classification of the workmen adapted by the officers in
command of the several Ord. establishments here. T suggest
that you at once make a similar classification of the workmen
you cmploy and determine the rates of wages according to the
cost of living in Tallassee as compared with that at Richmond
and the rates of wages established at Richmond. Provisions are
cheaper in Tallassee than in Macon. A reduction of 20 per cent
on the Richmond schedule of wages has been made for this
locality and I suggest that 25 per cent reduction would not be
too great for Tallassee. The rates of wages as stated in the
enclosed classification are in addirion to the $2.00 per day

specified in the Act of Congress, thus a first class machinist
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will receive the §2.00 per day and §5.00 in addition as extra

compensation for skill cle., as specitied in the General Order

No. 66, a copy of which ] enclose. I will ¢ndeavor to procure

and enclose to you with this as it is specially referred to in the

Bureau instructions as contained in Circular No. 61 and

accompanied it from Richmond. Detailed men in the Macon

Ord. Eswuablishments were paid in accordance with the en-

closed schedule for the month of August also.

Should you desire further instructions in this connec-
tion write me for them. Please also send me a copy of your
classification and schedule of wages when you adapt it. T am
Caprain, Respectively your obt. svt.,, James H. Burton, Supt. of
Armories. 'V
Burton seems to be still passing the buck to Bolles by

asking him to again contact Gorgas, while he is in charge of
the Armories and seems to be of little help with the problems
at Tallassee. In the meantime Bolles wrote Burton on the
subject of gunstocks, which Burton answered on the 20th of
September:

Captain, Your letter of the 15th inst., on the subject of
gunstocks is received. 1 am quite of the opinion that special
efforts will have to be made to secure an adequate supply of
gunstocks from the region of country above Columbia, S.C.
and I am also of the opinion that the Govt. will have to take the
matter in hand and establish mills for that purpase. You do not
inform me whether or not Col. Gorgas has given you special
instructions on this subject, but from the tenor of vour letter 1
presume he has in as much as 1 addressed a letter to him on the
Ist. August in relation the matter, copy of which letter 1
enclose herewith for your information. [ have no doubt but a
suitable portable steam engine & boiler could be purchased
here for $1500 each. Wagons are frequently advertised for
sale. A special order from the Chief of Ordnance must be
obtained before mules & horses can be purchased for Ord-
nance purposes. If you have received instructions from the
Ordnance Bureau to cstablish mills etc, (or getting out gun-
stocks it will be well for you to send a competent person.,
Burton. '®
Again on the 20th Burton wrote Bolles concerning his

letter requesting his help in securing stockers, to which he
replied that he has never employed stockers, as such at
Macon. This is not true because in 1863 he had hired stockers
when he set up the Armory in Macon. Richmond in the
meantime had moved all the stock manufacturing from
Richmond to Macon.

In the meantime Bolles wrote Burton that the opera-
tives are dissatisfied at Tallassec and that he now has several
important departments of the Armory in operation, to which
Burton acknowledged on Sept. 23.1° Herc we see that only
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parts of the Armory are now in operation and still no finished
product:

During the months of October & December I found but
little in communication between Burton and Bolles, but
fortunately a complete record of purchases of supplies from
Bamett, Micou & Co. have survived, so we can follow the
progress by comparing items purchased by Bolles.?® On Oct.
5th 10000 bricks: Oct. 17, 30000 bricks; 21st. 14000 bricks;
29th 10000 bricks, and such other items as lime, hunber and
nails. One item, however, that stands out is 93 Ibs. of bar iron
on the 24th. This, of course, could have been used in the
buildings. During November another 25000 bricks were
purchased plus 55 gallons of lard oil, an item suggested by
Burton earlier. Another 123% Ibs. of bar iron was purchased
on Nov. 7th. One item of interest was 6000 well bricks: this
probably was a type of curved brick. During the month of
December large orders for files of various types amounting to
$2541.00 were purchased. This indicates to me that the
manufacturing of carbines has at last begun. Another order
for $3048.00 for files was entered about the same time. Also
during November and December, large numbers of slaves
were hired from B. M. & Co. This seems for construction
work, as their time varicd from 3 to 24 days at from 4.50 to
8.00 dollars per day, more than Burton had recommended for
operatives.

By this time every one was beginning to worry about
the safety of the Tallassee operation. Messrs Barnett, Micou &
Co. had written to Burton suggesting that employers form an
organization, including their own men, to defend the proper-
ties against raids from the enemy. Burton, in a letter to Gorgas
on Sept. 29th, recommended that such an organization be
formed and to drill twice each week from 4 to 6 PM on
Tuesdays and Fridays.?!

In the rush to finish the buildings at Tallassee, Burton
inserted an advertisement in the Macon ncwspaper on
September 29th for negro carpenters to go to Tallassee to be
employed on Government work and to whom liberal wages
will be paid.

Bolles had written to Burton for a copy of the joint
report to Gorgas on the location of the Armory at Tallassee to
which Burton replied on Oct. 12th with the copy.?? This
indicates Bolles is revicwing his options to ask for a relief and
reassignment of dutics, He still does not know of the choice
of a successor.

The great mystery connected with the production of
much needed carbines is, why did the Confederate Ordnance
Department, after closing the operation in Richmond prior to
moving to Tallassee, allow the production of the samec
carbine to cease at Cook & Bros. in Athens, Ga.? This was a



Figure 6. Operative’s quarters built by the Ordnance Department on King Street in 1865 as they look today.
“Operatives” were supervisors and managers.

fine operation with a great record of producing a good
product in quantity with adequate machinery, workmen and
buildings. This foulup is revealed in the following letter
dated September 24th from Burton to Gorgas in Richmond
and is quoted in full for your information:
Colonel, I have just received a letter from Mr. K. W,
Cook, onc of the proprietors of Cooks Armory at Athens, Ga.,
calling my attention to the condition of that establishment at
the present time. He informs me that the works have been
closed for the two months last passed, in consequence of the
Government failing to pay anything for work done since the
1st. March fast. In view of the exposcd position of the Aemory
at the present time, he feels anxiety with reference (o the
safety of his machinery and proposcs o remove it, if the
Government does not assumnc responsibilicy for it at Athens.
He requests my advice generally and cspecially in regard to a
safe place to remove the machinery to, 1 have replied,
declining 1o assume such cesponsibility without orders from
you. He states the indebledness of the concemn to the
Government to be about '§250,000" buc the machinery is
worth much more than that, and “does not desire (o run it
again during the war if once taken down, that in that ¢asce the
Government had better take as much as will pay our debt and
pay us the balance if they want the whole.” If the Messrs. Cook
arc so large in debt to the Government as stated above, would
it not be polite for the Government to adopt some means by
which o secure itself beyond the simple fact of holding a lien

upon the machinery in the present location? Athens is, beyond

doubt, quite uncovered to the enemy at the present dme and
in view of this fact it would not scem o be advisable to resume
the manufacture under existing circumstances. It scems o me
that in view of the suspension of the work and the large
interest the Government has in the machinery, jt might be the
best course for the Government to either take ¢cnough machin-
cry 10 satisty its claim, or take the whole machinery at a fair
valuation, and remaove it to a safer point. It would seem the
oply simple justice also to the proprietors for the Government
Lo relieve them of al least so much of their responsibility as is
represented by theie machinery. It is a great pity that chose
works have not been able 10 go on steadily as I was very
favorably impressed with all T saw on the occasion of my
official visit to that Armory in April last. In my report at that
time | recommend the purchase of the works by the Goverp-
ment.

I am not familiar with the entire history of the establish-
ment of the works, and the precise character of the financial
relations ¢xisting between the Govl. and the Messrs. Cook; but
in light jn which the subject is now presented to my mind it
woukl scem polite for the Government to make some arrange-
ments to close its connection with the Messrs. Cook and
remove the machinery to a place of greater safcty. Itis ac the
same time possible that with your superior information on the
subject you may think otherwise. My object in the present
circumstance is simply to dircct you attention to the interest of
the Government in conncection with the works in question,

Jas. H. Burton Supt.?
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The relationship with the above and Tallassee will
become clear as we go along.

Burton wrote Bolles on November 5th that he was
shipping a supply of scrap brass to him as he requested in his
letter of the 3rd. This was a change: at last he was helping on
supplies. On the 11th of November he wrote Bolles that he
regrets he cannot supply him 300 to 400 1bs. of steel from 1
inch to 4 inch square and that it cannot be purchased in
Macon. He states:

I have also to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

7th with accompanying Monthly Report, Form No. 30 for the

month of October ulto and am pleased (o note the fabrication

of 105 carbines during that month at Tallassee Armory.>*

This is the first mention of any carbines being fabricated
at Tallassee and it is about the last record of letters to Bolles I
found.

The last invoices by Barnett, Micou & Co. signed by
Bolles were dated Jan., 3, 6, 7 and finally the 18th, 1865. These
invoices were for rope, laths, old bagging, brick and finally 65
Ib. iron. The first invoice for Major William V, Taylor to
approve was dated Jan. 31, 1863, and this was for laborers
hired from B. M. & Co.

January, 1865, must have been a busy month for Bolles,
who was occupied with finishing building quarters for the
operatives and finishing the Armory additions. No record has
been found to show work done. Just how many carbines
were produced during Januvary is unknown. Stocks were a
real problem; good iron for springs was holding up produc-
tion. The military actions had begun, after the fall of Atlanta,
and all of central Georgia was in danger from raids. On
January 30th, Burton wrote Gorgas, in answer to his request
for advice on the removal of the Pistol Factory at Columbus
Ga. 1o Tallassee, to which he replied:

I beg to state that there js no spare room in the
buildings at Tallassec controlled by the Government in which

to crect the pistol machinery, and for this reason I cannot

advise its removal 1o that place. There are other reasons which

would in my opinion render such a step unadvisable, among

which is the fact of there being no spare buildings for

opcratives, As soon as my duties will permit 1 will make a visit

of inspection to the Columbus Armory, after which [ will make

such suggestions as may seem to me most expeditious in

connection therewith.?

On Jan. 31st. Burton wrote C. H. Ford, Master Armorer
at Cooks Armory in Athens:

By order of the Chief of Ordnaace I propose leaving for

Richmond tomorrow morning, which will cause my absence

for at least three weeks. 28
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Gorgas must have changed his mind, for on the same
day Burton wrote to Col. Gorgas acknowledging his telegram
and describes his visit to Athens on the 12th January for the
purpose of the purchase of the armory of Cook & Bros. by the
Government from the owners and had returned on the 21st
to Macon. Thus the Ordnance Department would take over
Cooks Amory and this would be the main purpose of
Burton’s visit to Richmond.

By Feb. 5th Major Taylor had taken over as Superinten-
dent of the Tallassee Armory, as Bolles wrote the following
letter:

Col. J. H. Burion, Dr Colonel: As I am relieved and will

leave here in a week or two, please send Certificate by retura

mail so that I can get paid off at Auburn before I return home. 1

wish you could make arrangemcents to come on here before [

leave, C. P. Bolles.?

On Feb. 6th the following letter was sent to Taylor:

Sir; In the absence of Col. Burton, I have to acknowl-

edge receipt of your letter of the 31st. ulto & 1st. respective. In

reply to the first [ have to state that the 3 inch steel can

probably be furnished from this Armory, but it is packed away

among other stores and we have not yet been able to get at it.

The spring steel we can not find cither at the Armory or

Arsenal. We can also send you 2 brickmasons in a few days.

The men have not been paid at the Armory for three months

and it will not be convenicent for them to leave here until they

are able 1o pay board, etc. 1 think, however, that by the last of

this week you may expect them. Col. Burton is absent at

Richmond where he will be detained two or three weeks.

Signed J. Puss, Actg. M. O. In charge.?®

At long last some promise of help!

On Feb. 6th Maj. Taylor wrote Gorgas the following:

8ir: I have the honor to request that chis Armory be
furnished with steel of the following sizes from some of the
armorics or arsenals of the country. Many efforts have been

made lately to procure it in this locality and applications have

been made on several arsenals for it without success: 100

pounds of shear steel 1 X 2 in., 100 Ib sheer steel 2 X 4 in., 250

Ibs. sheer steel 13 X ¥ in. The largest sizes are needed for

making tools. and the small are for main springs.

The necessity of having the best quality of steel for

main springs has been lately very apparent at this Armory,

where eighty per cent of the springs finished and tempered

have been broken in proving them. 1 should be glad to have

the quantity of steel above mentioned sent to this establish-

ment as soon a8 practical. Naylor’s sheec steel if it can be

procured signed W, V. Taylor Major Comdg.?

Action at last. On the 16th of Feb. Fuss wrote Taylor:
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The 3 inch steel and scrap brass has been shipped as
you have been advised by Lt Seldon, An exchange for a small
quantity of spring steel was effected with a view of procuring
some for your use bur as it is only 3 X % it will be: too small for
making main springs. If vou find that it could be made to
answer your purposc, some of it will be sent you. We have at
this Armory about 500 gunstocks scnt here about a ycar ago
from Richmond intended for Rifle Muskets, sufficiently sea-
soned, I think, for use. We have also a number of stocks that
were condemned while we were machining stocks for the
Richmond Armorcy, many of which would no doubt make
good stocks for cacbines. If you can send a pattern of the
smallest dimensions that will answer, I will have them selected
and sent you. Two brickmasons will lcave here on tomorrow
or next day morning., J. Fuss A. M. A. in Charge™?

What a change! On the 18th Fuss advises Taylor he has
sent him two of his best brickmasons who also can do
plastering.?' On the 28th Fuss wrote Taylor as follows:

Major Yours of 22nd inst, rec’d yesterday by the hands
of Mr. Price. Mr. Price has selected 260 of the condemned
stocks which he thinks will answer for the carbines. The

stocks & steel will be shipped today. I will inform Col. Burton
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The invoice from Barnett, Micou & Co. for removal of mill machinery, 1864.

of your need of stocks when he returns and it pay be that he

will order (he 500 stocks remaining here 1o be turned over (o

your establishment. We have no nails of the sizes you need (4

& 6) that could be spared and I do ool know where any could

be procured, J. Fuss®

On the 22 March Taylor wrote Burton:

I fear that the production of arms at this Armory up to

the present time will give bat littdle satisfaction at any date. As

o the number fabricated, in quantity they are very creditable.

At present we have on hand 400 which we need subject 0

order from the Chicf of Ordnance ™

Military actions were heating up everywhere. Selma
had been captured, Montgomery is threatened and the threat
to Tallassec is real, judging from the following telegram sent
by Burton to Lieut. Gen. Richard (Dick) Taylor in Meridian
Mississippi:

Lieut. Gen. Richard Taylor, Comdg. Division of the

west, Meridian Mississippi. Do you advise the removal of the

machinery of the Armory at Tallassee ncar Montgomery?

Answer., James H. Burton, Supt. Acmories >

Then Telegram to Taylor:

Maj. W. V. Taylor, Commdg. C. S§. Armory, Tallassee
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Ala.: Proceed to make packing cases for your machinery at

once but do not suspend operations on arms until further

advised., Jas. 11 Burton, Supt. & Inspt. of Armorics. >

Excitement must have been high at Burton's office, for
he sent a letter the same day to Gorgas advising him of his
actions via telegrams and he states that if necessary he will
order the removal to Athens, Ga., and also said:

Major Taylor complains of great difficulty in supplying

the necessities of his workman. This is the reason why the

removal of the Armory to some other more favorable point

should be cffected. 1 fear the removal, if necessary, will be

slow, as evervthing must be hauled on wagons scven miles to

the R. Road for shipment. If removed, T will send the

machincry via Atlanea, as I learn the Ga. Railroad will be

completed through it in two or three weeks. 1 will advise you
furthee when I hear from LL. Gen. Taylor, Burton®®

Remember Richmond was under siege and would
shortly evacuate and think how busy Gorgas was in removing
his operations from Richmond. On the same day Burton got
off the following letter to Taylor:

Major:, Your letter of the 22nd inst. has been received.

In reply I have to state that in the present disturbed sitvation of

military affairs in your vicinity you had better suspend all work

on permancnt improvements such as houses for workmen, as

you may have to lcave them all at short notice. For the same

reason 1 will not order any materials 1o yvou for the present.

You had betier endeavor to secure wagons & teams before

hand in case of necessity of the removal, and in that cvent

special effort will have to be made to obtain the requisite R. R

Transp. in this direction. If the removal be effected it will be to

Athens, Ga., where there is shop room & power ready [or use.

1 regret chat I have no funds to transfer to you. The removal of

Tallassee Armory to Athens, if effected, will be the means of

relieving it of many of the difficultics which now surround it,

and which vou refer to. T will urge on Gen. Gorgas the

necessity of furnishing you with funds. Burion.3”

This seems to be the end of production of Tallassce
carbines. With the problems with the stocks and main
springs, the total production could be only a few hundred.
Much has been made of the telegram of Burton to Maj. Taylor
on April 3rd., 1865, directing him to turn over at once to Col.
Cuyler at Macon Arsenal the five hundred carbines.3® No-
where have we found confirmation that Taylor advised him
that he had that many. The monthly reports of Tallassee have
never been located; therefore it is doubtful that the number is
truc.

In the meantime, the Ordnance Department had made
arrangements to secure the Cooks Factory in Athens and
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Burton writes C. H. Ford at Athens on the 30th March as
follows:
C. H. Ford, M. Armorer, Athcos, Ga.,
Sie: Your letter of the 23rd inst. and papers enclosed have been
received. 1 am glad to know that you are ar last in full
possession of the Ammory and that you have a force of men
already emploved finishing the arms on hand and repairing
others. [ approve generally all that you report in relation o the
valuation of the property. The valuation of lands, buildings &
permanent improvements, is much higher than I expected,
but in as much as they arce only leased for the war, it does not
signify for much. ‘The Grist mill must be kept fully ¢mployed so
that it may yield as large a revenue as possible. Contracts for
gun stocks should be e¢ntered into at the carliest moment
possible, as it takes much time to get them in order for
fabrication. As soon as R. R. communication can be had
through from Macon to Athens, 1 will scnd you a barrel or (wo
of rosin oil. Make contracts also for a supply of charcoal. Push
on the fabrication and repair of arms all you possibilicy can,
and if I can assist in the return of any of the workmen, absent
in the army or clsewhere, give me particulars and 1will attend
to it | enclose herewith a copy of a paper referred o me by
Genl. Gorgas, and forwarded by me to Col. Rains with my
endorsement. Let me know whether or not these men or any
of them are with you, and if any arc still absent, give me
particulars so that I may be enabled to make proper efforts to
sccure their return. Adopt for the present, the regulations of
Richmond Armory and the scale of wages I furnished you from
this Armory. 1 have urged Genl. Gorgas in a rcceat letter to
appoint 2 Commanding Officer and 2 M. §. Keeper to Athens
Armory as soon ax possible. I hope o make you a visit before
long, or as soon as R. R. Communications is opened through
via Adanta, meantime keep me fully advised of your progress,
wants, ¢te. Jas. H. Burton.?®
On April 11th Burton again wrote Ford at Athens about
his two letters and accompanying papers having reference to
the purchase of Cook & Bro’s Armory. Also concerning the
establishment for manufacturing Malleable Cast Tron at this
location.
In the meantime on April 5th Burton sent a telegram to
Maj. Taylor at Tallassce as follows:
Commence the removal of your machinery, tools and
materials at once, the most valuable first. Consign to yoursell
at Athens Ga. and send by way of Atlanta. Keep me advised of
progress by telegraph. ¥
On April 6th, Burton sent a telegram to Gen. Gorgas,
now at Danville, Va., as follows:
Telegram reccived, Tadvise that all machinery saved be

sent here. Also Major Joncs and Mr. Adams and all the



Arnmiorers. Telegraphed yesierday to Maj Taylor to move his
naclinery at ance Fear he will not succeed for want of
transportation
This is the first notice that Richmond had been aban-
doned. The iron and stcel center of Selma, Ala. had been
taken, Montgomery was threatened, and Sherman had cap-
tured Columbia, S C. Even so, there was hope, since Macon
and Athens had been bypassed and the railroads were being
repaired through Atlanca,
On April 7th Burton wrote Taylor at Tallassee:
Your Letter of the third just now reccived, My experi-
ences have tanght me that reliance on the Q. M, for transporta-
tion of machinery in an emergency, upon a simple requisition
in writing, results, i mosL cascs in disappoiamient You wwill
have to look after its partculars yousself, or assign some
energetic subordinate Lo that duty. The only liope is in huating
it up for voursell. 1 telegraphed you on the Sth inst. as follows
viz, “Commence the removal of vour machinery, tools and
material at once, Lthe most valuable first, Consiga to vourself at
Alhens. Ga ., and send by way of Adanta Keep me advised of
progress by telegraph “You had becter send one or more of
your employces with cach train of cars conmining vour
propeny, 10 sce thac no abuse occurs in handling. shipping,
housing, ¢re. T will write to Q. M. at Atanta and request i to
arrange for sheltering the property. if possible, as it arvives.
I have telegraphied Gen. Gorgas dns moming urging
him to order funds 16 you at once. 1 trust vou will receive
assistance (rom the planters in the vicinity in the hauling of
your property Lo the R. Road Keep me folly advised of your
movements by welegraph and by Jetter also. Burton’?
Taylor wrote Burton on April 7th thac:
[ have your telegram of the 3¢h and now have all our
machinery down, in boxes und ready for 2 move as soon 4s |
can secure transportation tor it. [ appealed to che farmers n
this vicinity as soonl as I got vour levter of 28 March, but [ find
much unwillingness on their part 1o render any assistance in
supplving us widi wagons and Leams as they scem to be busy
in running off their own praperty (0 some place of security,
but having received authority from Gen 1) W Adams Comdg.
this district to impress them for this purpose 1 have sent owt
today a detadl of our men for this purpose, bur as yer lave
learned nothing of their suiccess With ten good wagons 1 think
we can get everything to the depor i ten of twelve days. if the
weather favors it. But av present the prospect is wnpromising
48 we have a very heavy ran. shich will render dhe road
almost impassable and 1 fear raise the river 50 high 2s o
prevent crossing for several days 3
On the 7th Burton wrote Col. 1. W. Glenn, Commander
of Post in Adanta advising him that the Chief of Ordnance had

ordered the removal of the machinery & stores of the C. S
Armory at Tallassee, Ala., to Athens, Ga.. via. Atlanta, and to
ask the Post Q. M. at Atlanta to secure shelter, etc. when it
arrives. ¥

On April 10th Burton telcgraphed Col. M. H. Wright in
Columbus, Ga.:

Major Taylor gready nceds $10.000.00 dolars to assist
him to move his machinery from Tallassee Armorv. can you
spare it from Armory funds?

Then on the same day he wrote General Gorgas at
Richmond (in excitement or habit, he meant Danville) the
following letter:

1 have received (this AM ) a letter from Major Tavior
daied the 7th and 2 tefegram dated the 9ch, Viz. T have
commenced to move Shall aeed funds before 1 leave, Please
send some T erust thar you have ordered same to Maj. Tavlor
as Lhis reaches you Major Taylor informs me in his letter of the
ZLh that "1 have now all of our machinesy dosen, in boxes, and
ready for a move as soot1 as I ¢an procure ransportation [or it
Al<o, that with ten good wagons I think we can gee everything
to the depot in ten or covelve days if the weather favors it The
Q M at Montgomery has bitormed him that “the transporia-
tion will be furnished as soon as the valuable stores from here
are shipped " Major Tavlor complains that he cannot even pay
the expenses of a messenger o and from Montgomery daily.

His workmen have not been paid for two months and are

suffering the consequence. I have no information ol move-

ment of the enemy from the direction of Selma. 3

On the same day, April 10th, Burton wrote Mr. C. H.
Tord, M. A. at Athens, that the removal of the Armory at
Tallassee Lo Athens is being effected and for him to make
arrangements for the shelter of the 108 white employees and
that he had requested to Major Taylor to keep the families at
Tallassee as long as he can with safety . ¢

On the 10th of April he telegraphed Taylor that he is
sending him the ten thousand dollars by express and he
wrote the same day confirming his letter of the 7th and
telegram of the 9th and that he hopes that he was able to get
the transportation to the R.R. and the cars requisitioned. And
that; “1 shall rely upon your best efforts to get everything
away from Tallassce, in time. to cheat the enemy should he
visit your locality.” ©

Then on che 11th Burton telegraphed Capt. F. M.
Johnson, A. Q. M. in Atlunta that:

Machinervy commenced leaving lallassee 9th. If vou
cannot secure shelrer, keep machinery and stores i cars until
Georgia road 18 completed 3
Burton was too optimistic, for he sent a telegram to Col.

F. M. Johnson on the 17th asking if he had any information on
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the shipment from Tallassee Armory or where abouts of
Major Taylor. This was the last entry in the letter book and
West Point had been captured on the 16th, Macon on the
20th.

What happened then to the machinery and carbines?
My best guess is that they never left Tallassee. Nowhere in the
Official Records can we find any reference to the machinery
being captured. The best clue I have uncovered is in the
Official Records dated April 13, 1865, ncar Montgomery, Ala.
as follows:

Headquarters, 4th Division Calvary Corps., Military

Division of the Mississippi: Special Order No. 49; The First and

Fourth Divisions of the Calvary Corps will move this moming

as follows: The First Division at 4.30, toward West Point,

taking the most direct route and reaching there at the end of

the third day's march or morning of the fourth, securing the

railroad bridge at that point and at once communicating with

the balance of the Command by the most direct route at

Columbus. The object of the expedition is o secure the

railroad bridge at West Point over the Chattahoochee River so

as to insure the crossing of the entre Calvary Corps over that

stream if it be found that the bridge at Columbus be destroyed.

Further instructions will be sent the First Division at West

Point. If the bridge is not destroyed, it will be immediately

made passable and the troops crossed over. The Commanding

Officer of the First Division will send detachment to burn the

bridge over the Tallapoosa at Tallahassee and the factocy at

that place. All important bridges that may be found along the

line of the Montgomery and West Point Railroad will be

destroyed. By order of Brevet Major General Upton; James W.

Lartta, Asst. Adjutant General.*

I think that he meant Tallassee rather than Tallahassee.
This also lends some credences to the story in the History of
Tallassee about ‘A detachment of Union General J. H.
Wilson’s Calvary, on reaching Cowles Station, the officer in
command ordered a negro to guide them to Tallassee. This
guide insisted on leading them across the river at Cowles
Ferry, a mile above the station. The officer, however, whose
map showed the town to be on the east bank of the river,
suspected treachery and had the negro shot.”’®

This stands to reason and, if true, fits the puzzle.

And what about the Armory families at Tallassee? Well,
in the invoice list of Barnett, Micou & Co. are the following
items:

Distributed to Armory hands in April & May—

April 935% lbs. Bacon $2806.50
86 bushels Meal $688.00
May 286 Ibs. Bacon $42.97
26Y% bushels Meal $26.25
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This shows that the firm of Barnett, Micou supplied
food to the hands even though the war was over for practical
purposes. Many of these families stayed on in Tallassee
according to Virginia Noble Golden, in the book A History of
Tallassee: She lists the houses, still there, as Numbers 1, 3,
and 5 of King Strect.

* ok ok Ak ke ok ok h K
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THE TALLASSEE CARBINE:

So far, less than a dozen of these carbines have survived. have been used. John Murphy’s shows some use and could

All are in museums, except one in the collection of Dr. John have been used as a hunting gun.

Murphy. Those in the museum collections all appear to never Description of the carbine is as follows:

Lock plate is of the Enfield type. 5% inches long,
marked C.S. Tallassee, Ala. in threc lines and 1864 at the rear
of the hammer. Calibre .58 with 25 inch barrel. Total length
of the arm is 40% inches. Two brass bands of the clamping
type and a swivel ramrod similar to the 1842 musketoon.
Trigger guard of brass and also similar to the 1841 guards.
Brass curved butt plate and sling swivels are carried on the
top band and at rear at the butt. Rear sight similar to the 1861

model.

Pigure 8. The Tallassee carbine in the Smithsonian Collection.
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Figurc 9. Lockplate of the Smithsonian carbine,

Figure 10. The Tallassee carbine in the Virginia Historical Socicty Collection.

Figure 11, Lockplate of the Virginia Historical Society carbine.
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Figure 12, The Tallassee carbine io the John Murphy collection. . .

Figure 13. .. .and the left side of that carbine,

Pigure 14. The lockplate of the Murphy carbine.
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