
FRANK N RUSSELL 
WARNERS REVOLVING RIFLES 

The subjust that I chose to  talk about i s  Warner ' s ,  But the re  a r e  seve ra l  makes of 
revolving r i f les  that had quite a few manufactured. The P o r t e r  and Colt for  instance. 
There  a r e  probably around 1,200 P o r t e r s ,  the f i r s t  half of them a r e  pillock and 
about half of them a r e  percussion, the f i r s t  half of them a r e  8 shot and the balance 
a r e  9 shot. This change took place a t  about s e r i a l  660. They a r e  ra ther  a 
complicated gun of seve ra l  models. I feel  that a lot of t ime could be spent on them, a s  
they have had ve ry  l i t t le research .  Nobody has real ly  made a complete survey on 
Warners ,  P o r t e r s ,  o r  Colts. Warner ,  of course  is well known. Our good member ,  
Tom McHugh, has talked on Warner handguns off and on. Warner made many guns even 
into the car t r idge  period. But no book has been written on them. He operated f rom 
about 1839 to about 1869. His pieces have never had much publicity until recently.  
The family were  gunsmiths. He had a brother  that was a mas te r  a r m o r e r  a t  Spring- 
field and worked fo r  many of the other a rmor ie s .  I don't know whether another Warner 
was a brother  o r  not, but a Warner was one of the incorporaters  of the Massachusetts 
Arms  Company. 

It appears  that there  a r e  four distinct models of percussion revolving r i f les  that were  
by James  Warner ,  The ea r l i e s t  i s  the Jacquith patent model. I have not found any 
marked with Warner 's  name. But  a s  hand guns a r e  marked with both "Jacquith 
Patent" and "Springfield Arms  Go. ", one would a s sume  the revolving r i f les  were  a l so  
made by Warner.  Warner used the name Springfield Arms  C o q a n y  a s  a sa les  company 
name for his products. So only on that assumption a r e  they included here .  I 
The Jacquith gun has about one-half i ts  cylinder above the f r a m e ,  with a hole th ru  
the cylinder for  s,ighting, The t r igger  guard i s  i n  two pieces. The front  half stationary, 
the r e a r  i s  used to  cock the gun, in the r e a r  of this half i s  a notch which i s  engaged 
b y  a t r igger  to i t ' s  r e a r .  This r e a r  t r igger  is  used to shoot the gun. The Jacquith 
specirnan owned by Tom McHugh i s  7 shot ,  52 ca l iber ,  31 inch b a r r e l ,  has a loading 
lever  but no se r i a l  number.  These  pieces a r e  very  scarce .  The patent was taken out 
by  E. Jacquith of Brat t leboro,  Vt. in 1838. 

Warner  took out patents 7894 dated January 7, 1851 and 8229 dated July 13, 1851. These 
principles w e r e  used on his hand guns and revolving r i f les .  He made two models of 
revolving carbines that a p p e a r  to have a production of a few hundred of each. I have 
found se r i a l  30 in each model. 

One type of carbine has the ent i re  lock built onto the right s ide plate. The front  of the 
lock plate has a projecting lug which slides under the frame. At the r e a r  of the lock 
plate i s  a half hole with the other half in  the f r ame .  A bolt goes thru  these openings, 
covering par t  of each. There  a r e  no bolts going th ru  the left side of the f r ame ,  on this 
model. When the hammer  is cocked, a crank turns inside the lock, which rotates  the. 
cylinder mechanically, The hammer  on this model i s  outside the lock. The topstrap 
f o r m  thebarre l  lug towards the r e a r ,  takes an  offset towards the left. So there  i s  
a n  a r c  cut out of this top s t r ap ,  thru  which the hammer  hits the nipples. There  a r e  
no  grooves between the nipples. The cylinder pin has a groove in i t ,  towards the front 
end. The inside of the b a r r e l  lug,  has a piece of i ron  the width of the above groove. 
On one s ide,  a t  the end of the cylinder, i s  a flat  section that sl ides over  this par t  of 

the b a r r e l  lug, when they a r e  put together. Then the b a r r e l  is turned on the cylinder 
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pin into i t s  fixed position, the groove then slides over the extended iron in the barrel 
lug ,  locking the gun together ahead of the cylinder. A bolt f rom the top of the b a r r e l  
s t r ap ,  into the f r ame ,  holds i t  in this fixed position fo r  use. The r e a r  of the cylinder 
on this type has a groove around the back end. The notches for  turning axe to the 
renter  of the groove. So a c i rcu lar  ring i s  fastened onto the front  of the f r a m e ,  which 
the cylinder r ides  against. This allows the c rank  lever  to work into the cylinder 
notches freely,  to turn  the cylinder. The b r a s s  t r igger  guard on thisresembles  that of 
the Remington revolving rifle.  It has a spur just behind the t r igger  and cu r l s  up and 
forward, a t  its r e a r  end. The description above is s e r i a l  126, but severa l  others with 
lower s e r i e s  a r e  basically the same.  A s e r i a l  30 exis ts  of this model and a s e r i a l  30 
a lso  exists of the following model. 

Serial  15 i s  the lowest that I own of a different model which has the following 
descriptions.  Neither ser ial  25 nor serial 32 have the feature of the locking ar rangement  
of the front end of the cylinder pin with the c a r r e l  lug, a s  previously described. Yet 
se r i a l  69 and thereaf ter  do have this locking feature.  All the cy l inders  of this type, 
have a groove between the nipples around the outside of the cylinder. 

Evidently Warner made improvements o r  changes a s  he produced this model. Ser ia l  
#15 has a mechanically rotated cylinder. When cocked an a r m  ra i ses  upward thru the 
lef t  side of the recoi l  shield,  turning the cylinder anti clockwise. The cylinder has 
been grooved out at i ts  r e a r ,  leaving a ring around the outside edge. This eliminates 
the plate on the recoi l  shield of the model previously descr ibed .  

On s e r i a l  32 the cylinder turns by hand. Its cvlinder has no notches on the r e a r .  It 
does have a groove around its r e a r  just inside the ring lift around its edge. Then 'the 
sur face  is  smooth and flat  towards the center ,  level with the outer r ing.  A button 
ahead of the t r igger  pushes upward. It moves a small  block upward to the grooved 
section of the cylinder.  This allows the cy1iideFto be pulled back and manually 
rotated. The front  end of the cylinder has  each shamber  grooved s o  that they f i t  over 
the end of the ba r re l .  This holds the cylinder in firing position as the cylinder is  held 
forward by  a spr ing plate a t  i t s  rear. In general  this mechanism resembles  a Collier. 

Ser ial  69 is the most common of this model. The r e a r  of the cylinder i s  perfectly 
smooth. It has notches around the edge a t  the r e a r ,  Ahead of the t r igger  guard is  a 
U shaped a r m .  The front  of this a r m  slides into the cylinder notches as a stop. The 
r e a r  of this a r m  i s  kept pushed down by  a coi1,spring. Pushing the a r m  upwards 
re leased  the cylinder fo r  hand turning. 

All of this model has the same  i ron  t r igger  guard. They a r e  cut out in front for  the 
cylinder releasing pa r t s ,  on hand turning models. Several  inches behind the ord inary  
pa r t  of a t r igger  guard, i t  forms a backwards le t te r  "C". When held in f i r ing position 
the little fin2er naturally falls into this "C". The next two fingers fal l  into the space 
ahead of the "C" and behind the regular  t r igger  guard. The forefinger of course  is on 
the t r igger .  It gives one a secure  hold on the gun, compared to  the common guard 
which only goes around the t r igger .  

This model a l so  has  a s t r a p  over the cylinder,  held in position by a bolt at  i ts  r e a r .  
But it comes back perfectly s t raight  and is not offset as in the previously described 
model. The s t r ap  i s  about 15/16" wide on most  models, with a hole dril led to the right 
s ide ,  for  the hammer  to go thru,  to the nipples underneath, 



There i s  a groove in these s t r a p s ,  underneath and just ahead of the bolt hole for  
fastening i t  to  the f r ame .  On the top of the recoi l  shield i s  a ridge built up. When 
the b a r r e l  i s  turned into its permanant position, they lock together for  rigidity. This 
lockin: arrangement  i s  on both models previously described. Some have loading 
lea- ters  while others  do not. They also vary  in design. 

Generally speaking, Warner used very little b ras s  on al l  these pieces. On many of 
them he did inset in the side of the stock, a small  hinyed cover cap box. The ba r re l s  
usually have the r e a r  part  octagon and forward pa r t  round. Afew a r e  al l  octagon 
but I have never found one al l  round. On the ear ly  ones the octagon section i s  about 
7 1/4" long. But la te r  ones are 8" long for the octagon section. On the pieces of 
this model, the hammer  is just inside the right side plate. It i s  held by a bolt f rom 
the left s ide of the f r a m e ,  thru  the f r ame  and threads into the right side plate. This 
bolt does not e x i s t  on the serial 126 gun and others of that model. Serial  126 had a lug 
on the front end of this side plate,  but this mode1 has a s t raight  front end except for a 
smal l  hole that sl ides on to a pin in the f rame.  I t i s  held on by the t r igger  bolt just 
descr ibed,  and a screw to i ts  r e a r  a s  on the other model described. All these 
preceeding guns have their r e a r  sight on the top s t rap .  It wedges into a slot .  They 
vary  some in design. Front  sights a l so  vary  considerably. They include wedge type, 
blade and bead. 

On the top s t r a p  type, one finds many numbers stamped in various places.  They a r e  
usually one o r  two di&its like 5 ,6 ,10 ,  o r  12. They a r e  underneath the i ron butt plates,  
underneath the t r igger  guards,  o r  on the f r ame  underneath the t r igger  guards.  The 
s a m e  par t  does not c a r r y  the s a m e  number on different guns. Nor does the same 
number run th ru  the s a m e  gun. They vary  in s i z e ,  usually of much la rger  size than 
the guns se r i a l .  I have not been able to f igure out what they represent .  Ba r re l s  a r e  
usually stamped with the s e r i a l  below. But practically always the co r rec t  s e r i a l  i s  
stamped on the bottom of the top s t rap .  

B a r r e l s  lengths vary but a r e  usually 22 to 23 inches. Calibers a l so  vary f rom 40 to 
44 caliber on those checked. They seem to be all 6 shots. B a r r e l s  do not seem to 
have any name stamped. But on the f r ames  in various places and of ~rar ious s tyles ,  
you us ually find ei ther  "Warnero s Patent" o r  "James  Warner ,  Springfie l d  Mass . " 
Sometimes both a r e  present  and on some models the patent date "1851". Some a r e  
unmarked except for ser ia l .  

One would probably classify the previously described models as carbines.  But Warner 1 
a lso  mad-e an ent i rely different model that was a r i f le .  It had a n  ent i rely different 

I 

action and a solid f rame.  The .top s t r a p  was par t  of the f r a m e  , Its b a r r e l  length 
varied but was usually 26" to 30" and full octagon. The f r ames  were  made of b r a s s  o r  
i ron.  Otherwise they were  entirely iron. Cal ibers  seem to vary  f o r m  about 38 to 
41. I have not found any se r i a l s  a s  high as  300. 

The cylinders are 6 shot,  smooth .on the r e a r ,  but stop notches a r e  around the 
r e a r  at the outside edge. Atrigger just inside the guard i s  held forward by a spring 
into these notches. When pulled back the cylinder i s  turned by hand. This t r igger  
w a s  pinned on the ea r ly  models but abolt thru the recoi l  shield form the right s ide,  
was used on la te r  models. There is no grooves around the cylinder between the 
nipples . 

The cylinder pin is  held by a thumb screw o r  bolt, f r o m  the left s ide of the f r ame .  



On most models the wood ramrod  under the b a r r e l ,  f i ts  into the end of the cylinder 

pin. Some ea r ly  models only have the one pin, but most  of them have another rod 
hinged to the pin which i s  the handle for the loading lever .  The ramrod then goes 
into the f ron t  end of this loading lever  handle. Loading levers  differ  in style. Ser ia l  137 
137 resembles  the loading lever  af an 1851 Colt Navy. Ser i a l  226 is  m o r e  the s tyle  of 
those on North Savage revolving r i f les ,  with an extension of the r amrod  extending 
nast  the lever.  This extension against the b a r r e l ,  holds the r a m r o d  upwards, when 
loadin 4 lever  i s  in its f ir ing position. The cylinder must  be removed to load it. It. 

is about 2 9 /16" long and 1 13/16" in diameter.  

The hammer  is center hand on this model. When cocked, you  can s e e  an  adjusting 
screw to push the cylinder against  the b a r r e l  for  a tight fit. The t r igger  g u a r d  has 
two spurs  for  giving the shooter a solid g rasp  on the gun. Evidently Warner was 
very conscious of giving one a f i rm hold on his guns. 

In front of the cylinder on the ea r ly  modles,  w a s  a "battery" plate for  protection 
against multiple discharge. 'This "battery" plate and the adjusting screw for  pushing 
the cylinder against  the b a r r e l ,  are p a r t  of Warner 's  Patent  15202 of 3u.ne 24, 1856. 
Evidently this model was the last  percussion revolving r i f le  made by Warner .  I 
a m  told there  a r e  P i l l  Locks of this general type. Yet a pill lock seems too la te  

, for a gun with 1856 patents. 

The ser ia l s  a r e  well marked and most  f r ames  a r e  marked on top "James Warner, 
Springfield Mass .  " 

If James Warner made revolving that are marked "Jacquith Patent t1,  that would be 
his f i r s t  model. The pieces of this type does not have any makers  name on them. 
Warner 's  solid f r a m e  model having 1856 patent fea tures ,  i s  most  probably his las t  
model. But i t  i s  questionable which of the carbines with the top s t r ap  on the b a r r e l ,  
w e r e  before one another.  Warner ' s  patent # 7894 of Jan. 7 ,  1851 covered revolving 
the cylinder by a "crank-lever in a curved slot" in the recoi l  shield. This feature 
was in the f i r s t  carbines descr ibed in this ar t ic le .  

His patent 8229 of July 15, 2851 covered the improvement between se r i a l s  32 and 69. 
It was the locking ar ragement  a t  the f ront  end of the cylinder pin, into the b a r r e l  
lug. These patent dates being only 6 months apar t  seem too c l o s e  to designate 
models ,  Warner was about 33 years  old a t  the time. Colt won his suit  against  ' Massachusetts Arms Co. ,  which was tried Junk 30,  1851. Of course this suit ' 
effected James Warner a s  well as  eve ry  manufacturer of cylinder guns. 

One would a s sume  that the f i r s t  carbines described (Serial  126)) which had a 
mechanically rotating cylinder and a lso  no ring around the cylinder between the 
nipples, was produced before Colt won his suit., yet this gun has the feature of 
the July patent, whereby the cylinder pin locks onto the b a r r e l  lug. 

It does not seem a s  though Warner would produce the above model, then s t a r t  with 
his other carbine model, and not put this locking feature on a la ter  model. Ser ia l  
32 of the model with the groove between the cylinders and lock built into the inside 
of the gun, does not have this feature.  This model a l so  s tar ted out with a 7 1/4" 
octagon b a r r e l  section, which was increased to 8" octagon section. 



The t r igger  guard on 126 resembles  that on Warne r ' s  solid f rame l a s t  percussion 
model,  much m o r e  than i t  does any other.  

So most  probably Warner 's  f i r s t  carbine is  the model with the ring around the 
cylinder,  the t r igger  held by a bolt th ru  the f r ame  into the tight side lock plate,  
and hammer  inside the lock plate. Of course  there a r e  variations of that model.  

Possibly Warner paid Colt a royalty to put out the mechanically turning cylinder 
model,  which has the lock fastened to the right s ide plate. Or  e l se  maybe he d i d  not 
come out w i t h  this model until Colt's patent expired in 1856 o r  1857. 

I would great ly  appreciate  Warner owners contacting me ,  s o  that add i t iona l  d a t a  can 
're compiled on Warners .  At least this paper gives us a basis  to co r rec t  o r  a d d  to the 
s ubject of Warner percussion revolving r i f l e s .  




