
Leftovers and Additions About W. W. Marston 
by Loyd D. Eberhart 

I t  has been four years since my talk about W. W. Marston 
at  the Atlanta meeting, and the printing of Bulletin No. 30. 
As of this date, I have only discovered two mistakes in my 
text, one little misprint on page 11 in the third paragraph 
down, on the left, concerning the barrel markings by 
Marston & Knox. The text reads "1864" and it should read 
"1854". This was a typographical error. I hope this hasn't 
caused anyone to think he has a rare piece because of a 
wrong date! The second one was really a whopper, but 
because of it most of the rest of this material came to light 
and will correct and complete my original story. This 
second mistake concerns Stanhope W. Marston and his 
family relationship to Wm. W. Marston. I now have proof 
by recorded documents that Stanhope W. Marston was 
Wm. W. Marston's father, thereby explaining how they 
were both gunsmiths in New York City at the same time 
and worked at  the same addrels for a short while, as I men- 
tioned in my first article. 

Several years ago, our  member and my friend, Harold 
Mouillesseaux put me in contact with a grandson of Wm. 
W. Marston, Mr. Marston Potter. Mr. Potter has supplied 
me with the following items which will clear up this family 
relationship to everybody's satisfaction. 

A letter to Mr. Marston Potter from Miss Anne M. 
Oakley, Archivist of Cathedral Archives and Library, 
Canterbury Cathedral, Canterbury, England, relating to 
a search made of the archives of the  Town of Deal, gave 
the following information: 
1821, August 11: Stanhope Walker Marston and Mary 

Rigden married. 
1822, September 6: William Walker Marston baptised 
1824, January 18: Eliza Ann baptised 
1828, February 27: Stanhope Walker baptised 
1830, October 6: Frances Rebecca baptised 

Miss Oakley continued: "I also checked the Burial Regis- 
ter of Deal to see if either Stanhope Walker or  Mary Mars- 
ton were buried there but nothing found. I enclosed a 

This is  the only k n o ~ n  painting or likeness of 
Wm. W. Marston. It appears to have been taken 
when William was about 35 years old. 

photocopy from Pigot's Directory for 1828/9 with Stan- 
hope Marston's name in the miscellaneous column as a 
gunmaker which might be of interest to you. .  . I feel sure 
he moved after 1830 and wonder if he had more children 
somewhere else." 

This shows William Walker Marston as the first child 
and about when Stanhope Marston left England for 
America. 

As shown in the earlier documents, Stanhope Marston 
and his wife, Mary, brought young William and the rest 
of their family to America sometime about 1835. Although 
we know they were all here and working in New York City 
by 1843 as shown by the New York City Business Direc- 
tories, we cannot account for their whereabouts from 1830 
to 1843. A search of the immigration records by the General 
Services Adminsitration of the years 1830 to 1845 does not 
reflect any of the Marstons entering America though the 
port of New York. 

Now let us go to Wm. Walker Marston as a grown man 
and gun maker to complete this story. 

-- - - - -- . - 
-_ -- - 

--- 

In the I'zcfc~lcc of r 

This is a marriage certificate showing Stanhope Maraton's middle name was Walker. 
and his bride's name as Mary Ripden. They were married in Deal England on 
August 11. 1821.  

Reprinted from the American Society of Arms Collectors Bulletin 39:39-42 
Additional articles available at http://americansocietyofarmscollectors.org/resources/articles/ 



This is the written desrription of S. W. Marston's only known gun patent. It states he was a native of England. This is  what threw me off 
the track in my first searrh. 
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USITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

8. W. MARSTON, OF NEW YORE, N. Y. 

IMPROVED FLY-TUMBLER LOCK FOR FIRE-ARMS.  

Specidcation f o m i n g  part of Letters Patent KO. 1,863. dated Janenry 7, I=. 

To all 9rAont it 9nny corrcwn: 
Be i t  known t h ~ t  1, STM'HOPE W. BIAR- 

STON, a gnnsrnith aod uatire of England, bnt 
resitlent of the city and State  of Sew Tork, 
have invented a Den a n d  usefill Improremeut 
in Pistol and Gull Locks; and I (lo heresy de- 
clare that the following is a full and exact tle- 
scription of the consfrrrctio~a and operation of 
the siime, relerel~ce bving bad to Elre auuesed 
drawings, makiug a part of this specification, 
in ahich- 

Figure 1 is n vier  of tbe I~ammer, the lower 

erator w i s b ~ ~  he may lover tbe hammer re@ 
gently by elowls pressing forward the trigger, 
when tlre l~nmmer will be gently tonered and 
erer r t l~ lng  will be in its former posltion ; bnt 
if a discharge is ranting. the trigger most be 
draw11 alittle f'drther back. T!len tlleeear nill 
pass tbe niche in the flg-tornbler aud the ham- 
urer nill &trike a sharp b!or, after nbieh ~ 1 1  
th:tt is-~~ecessnry i s  to prws forward tbe trig- 
ger, and i t  will raise tlje fly-tnmldrr, after i t  
passes nbich t l ~ e  tna~bler tillla to ita former 
posit;on. L'J- rnc>:trjs of the sprir~g 11, b e t ~ e n  

part of rl1ic11 is get~erallg naed r.s the tuln- ' i t  ar~i l   be ulqwr part of tbe plot in tbe harn- 
blcr, llnt stlorn liere lrilll n slot a t  n t o  rcreire I Icer, ebrn tljls is done llrc nbole is rend5 for 
tbe fly.turnl~ler. (tAoan a t  Fig. 3,) which Itnq a n seeontl operation. 
!1001ie~l prqjrction ;lt otlc end for tlre 11urposc I Tlls folioring is tbc "lode ol  levolring the 
of catcl~itrg tlpon tl,e side of the I~atntner anif barrels: In Pig. 5 !nag bexeea a I a r g e ~ p r i u g ~  
c a n s , ~ ~ g t h r  balnnler :~ t~r l  tunlbler to b~cooie as 1 r r ,  .rlieh may be of rnost ntly sliape. Tbia 
olie, both ot ~rbich must move together \then s~kring, 1)~- be;i~g l~ressec! togrrller ant1 allorred 
tlte trigger is d r a m  backward. Ou the oppu- to  e%~~ancl,causc*s the barrels to revolre. TLia I site r l ~ d  of the flc-turnbfrr is n groore for the is operate(? i~ tbe  f o l l o~ ing  mnnaer:  lt'hen 
~~url~n. ;~ofreceivlr~;  the w;lr,nr I~errrnnfterde- ' the trigger is d r a m  Iractrra~d autl a blow i s  
scril)ecl. Fig. 3 i~ the trigger, the npItPr erld 
of whicl~, at tr, is t h e  war. Fig. 5 is a view of 
the wl~olt: lock, contnir~ing its clifferent parts 
in  t h e ~ r  proper place?. 

given Lby the Ilnrnn~er, tile llammer in deaceod- 
ing causes a projection formed ou ILe side of 
llle lower part of tlte hammer (or the piti g, 
n hich rnag he left too long 8nJ form a pr0jec- 

Tlie rullorirtg is  a description of tlre oper- tion) to lrresd a1v11 tlre epring. Thus the end 
ation of the rllff.ereut parts b . ~  which each i s  I of tbe s l ~ t r o g  is lonered down too, o t ~ c  rntchct 
mnde fo ~lerfi~rln its resl)rcti~e duties. - I to\\-cr, anrl !be ~ p r i  ng presses forward, oc- 

111 Ftg 5, i t  the frizger c is dmn.n b,~cl; i t  cas~oaecl by ftbe olbrr eud of the spring a t  d 
will press the &e.kr b ngntt~st tbe Imettb: part of 
the fly-tnmbler, (sl~own a t  f,) this flg-tnmbler 
br411g in cot~rtectior~ wilh tLe lover p:lrt of 
the harnwcr, (forrnetly described t ~ y  Fig*. 
1 at~cl 3, wliere ~t iu 6Lo1rti that  tire s l o t  
irt the lower port of l h e  hammer  is to re-' 
peire tltc flj-turnblrr,) ar~cl f;tstene~l Lq- a 1,iu 
a t 9  and allorred to Rork easy, so as to be 
lrresbed dosn  by {be stnall q ) r ~ n g  d~on-lr at 
71 npon the dy-tumbler a t  Fig. 2. Thus the 
t I~-tu~uLler  f beingcol~nected with tbel~a:bu~er 

bring h u t  JOKI I  ailrtl and working iu agroore, 
d.  tl111s wusiilg the nther end to catch the 
rdtcbet a t  o, slrd nllrlr Lbe linmnler is again 
cocked the pin g is ngair, raisvd, allowing rbe 
spritlg to rxpalrd, rrbtcb mottoo raisw t b e  
r;rlcbet :IL o and re~olvcs  the barrels aroaod 
to the Irroper idare to rccrivc a blow h m  the 
baulttler. Y1g. 4 is a .cn)all piece of rteel or 
spring, \vl~icl~ is lblaced n t  the f.~rtbe-r cod of 
the  eprinfi w r  nt~il contain8 a lrole at g to re- 
ceive tbe end of the eprittg, \rlJ~ch i 8  for the 

I 1j-j ~ k e  1)iu g alld tlre hookrrl ~rmjectiou, tlte I purpose of keepi~hg the eptlng nt in He prop- 
hammer must raise. place, and also l~reescs i t  forward trl cam tbe 

IYIJEU the trigger id d n a n  l o  a certain dis- I behd in tbe e r~d  of tlre epriog rorkieg: in Ule 
tnnce tbe scar 1, nill catch iu s niche or 
groove formed in Lhe Lack part of tlre fly-tum- 
bler, ne it i ,  iu wbicb position i t  is sho rn  in 
the tlranioga. 111 this positionit mas be left, 
aud cannot return of itself for the reason of 
its having passed i t s  center-pin g, npan abich 
the whole norlis, xrhich may be understood 
by eraminiug the drawings. Jt  is shown by 
the  red line. t~hieb shows its ceutu, after i t  
passes nbich 't cannot return ; but  if the alp . 

groore at dsbollrl  fail to  perfohn its part. 
What I claim us tny invention i s -  
The 0y-tnmbler arranged aurl cambiuerl 

with respect to the sear ant1 cock in tbe man- 
nor aud for tbe parposes set forth in my apeci- 
ficatioa. 

STANEOPE fP. MA-TOE. 
W i t n e w :  

JOHN B SMITH, 
WILLIAM D. STIVBZW, 



THE COMPANIES O F  WM. W. MARSTON IN  NEW YORK CITY 
AND LISTINGS O F  OTHER MARSTONS OF THE PERIOD 

REFERENCE DATE NAME OR COMPANY LISTING BUSINESS ADDRESS RESIDENCE 

NYC 
Bus. Dir. 

PI I, 

Sprague & Marston Guns B Pistol 
Makers 

I ,I #I I ,# I, 

Jane St., Corner 
of Washington 
781 Washington 
781 Washington & 
36% Chatham 
Sales 205 Broadway 

None 

Marston Fire Arms II ,, ,, 
Manufacturing Co. 
Wm. W. Marston # I  ,, I, E. 22nd St. Corner 

of Second Ave. 
I#  It ,I ,, t It ,, Gunsmith 

#I ,, I, Gun & Pistol 
Maker 

PI ,I I ,  It I ,, 
II I, I, PP ,, I, 

I ,  It I? It 

342 Second Ave. 
Corner of E. 22 St. 
E. 22nd near 
Second Ave. 

Not listed because of Fire, July 15, 1863. 
Wm. W. Marston Gun & Pistol 

Maker 
I P I  I ,  I ,I ,, 

Not Listed? 
Wm. W. Marston It I, I ,  

Second Ave. Corner 
E. 22nd Ave. 
342 Second Ave. 

317 E. 22nd Ave. 

(W.W. Marston died Sept. 21, 1872. This stopped all operations. On Page 41 of my article I stated there was a firedamag- 
ing the factory on 7-15-63. I was uncertain at that time of their reopening date or location, but due  to  new information, I 
can prove they did re-open and where. See listings!) 

-- 

ROBERT MARSTON 

NYC 1849-50 Robert Marston Gunsmiths 211 Fulton St. None 
Bus. Dir. 

ft w 1850-52 It It Gunsmiths also I* )I I ,  
,I 

Gun & Pistol Maker 
It ,I 1850-51 Double Listing Gunsmiths, also #t ,t ,, I, 

Gun & Pistol Maker 
,I I, 1852-58 Robert Marston Gun & Pistol ,I v It 

Maker 
1859 No Longer Listed. Checked thru 1870. 

STANHOPE MARSTON 
NYC 
Bus. Dir. 1844-46 S. Marston Gun & Pistol 

Maker 
197 Allen St. None 

Not Listed Any Longer. Checked Thru 1855. 

(This chart of Marston and his activities was returned by t he  typesetter too late to  be included in  t he  regular pagesof the 
bulletin, but may be inserted between pages 40 and 41). 



A.D. 1866, 13th N~PEHBER. NO 2975. 

Cctrving. 

LETTERS PATEWJ! to William Walker Marston, of the City -and State 
of New York, United States of America, for the Invention of " I~P~OVE- 
m r s  IX M A ~ Y  POB C~BVIAQ WOOD, METAL, MAEXLE, ox OTgEB 

XATEBXAL m THB SHAPE OF A PAITEBB 

Sealad the 16th April 1867, and dated the 13th November 1866. 

PBOVISIONAL SPECIFICATION left by the said William Walker Marston 
at the Office of the Commissioners of Patents, with his Petition, on tho 
13th November 1866. 

I, WILLIAM WALKER MARSTON, of the City and State of New York, 
6 United States of America, do hereby declare the nature of the said Invention 

for '' I a P a o ~ ~ m  MACKLFIEBY FOB CAQVXSQ WOOD, METAL, MAXBLE, OE OTEEB 

MATEBULL TO TELE: SHAPE OF A P ~ r n ~ u f P  to be as follows :- 
The object of this Invention is to effect the carving of letters, furniture, picture 

frames, scroll m relief work, countersunk ggures, shapes, or designs in woods, 
4. r( 10 marbles, or metal, or to carve busts, medallions;-or other worksof art in which 

a pattern corresponding to the article to be produced is employed. A tracing 
instrument is used to follow the pattern, and a rapid17 revolving tool is used to 
effect the cutting or carving. 

Tbis Invention relates to a bed for carrying both the article to be carved 
15 and the pattern, ad bavingan endwise.movement at right angles to the plane 

As I mentioned in my first article, W. W. Marston had some French Pa ten~s  on his single shot rifle and the type ofammunition it used. 
Another of his foreign patents has turned up. The one you are viewing now is English and. likp several othrrsalrrady menlionrd,itis 
not for a firearm. This letter of patent describes an "Improvement in Machinery for Carving Wood. Me~al. Marble. or other Material to 
the Shape of a Pattern". This patent was granted #2975 on Novemh~r  13. 1866. 
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On page 4 1  o f  the p rev ious  art icle, I stated that  the manu fac tu r ing  p lan t  T h i s  business c a r d  shows the pa r tne rsh ip  between W. W. Marston an1 

was destro!ed hy  fire. I f  y o u  read  th i s  pa rd  i t  establishes that fart, a n d  that  R o b e r t  K n o x ,  c i rca 185 1. T h i s  c a r d  also shows a d i f ferent  business a d  

a new building has been erected t o  serve the trade. C i rca  1864. dress f rom any o t h e r  address l i s ted  in any o f  t h e  l is t ings prev ious ly  s t u d i  

e d  b y  me. I t  p robab ly  wasn't used  l o n g  enough  t o  get i n t o  the bus inev  

d i rer tor ies.  

H e r e  y o u  see a H e r a l d i c  Shie ld f r o m  the  House  o f  Money-Kyrle, one of 

the roya l  l i nes  i n  the  area o f  Canterburv. Eng land .  T h e r e  are sixty-six 

d i f ferent  famil ies represented here. ea rh  w i t h  the i rdes r r ip t i ve r res t .  The  

H e r e  you  see a s te r l i ng  s i l \ e r  gohlet  w h i c h  was presented to W.  W. Mar -  

ston o n  D e r r m h e r  2. 1862. h y  h i s  workmen.  F r o m  th is  h e  must  have been 

a good emplo!er t o  w o r k  fo r  a n d  was we l l  l iked.  11 i s  n o t  k n o w n  f o r  what 

occasion th is  was presented. 

t h i r d  crest f r o m  the r i g h t  o n  the bo t tom l i n e  i s  the  Crest o f  the  House  o l  

Marston. I t  i s  descr ibed in the B o o k  o f  H e r a l d r y  as having"Whi tePel le te 

a r o u n d  a si lber flash. o n  a b lack  barkground".  O d d l y  enough  th i s  Coal 

o f  A r m s  d is t inguishes the Marstons as a fami ly  o f  Armorers.  

T o  f in ish up. I have saved a n i ce  1864 Mode l  three bar re l  derr inger .  T h i s  p iece i s  ser. $2928. made  towards the las to fp roduc t ion .  As 
I nic.ntioncd i n  the p r w i o u *  artic-It.. two der r ingers  that  we def in i te ly  k n o w  belonged to  W'. W. Marston as h i s  personal  guns  h a d  th i s  

t!pc o f  engra\ ing.  T h i s  ~~iec.c. dot.*n't ap lwar  as a pat tern in the L.D. Nimschke  book. h u ~  i s  o f  h i s  st!lr. As  o f  th is  date I bel ieve th ip  

(1errinpr.r and  thc. spor t i ng  rifle. ..how n i n  f i g ~ r r v  # 27.28.29. o f  m y  f i rs t  a r t i c le  were b o t h  pc.rsonal weapons h e l o n g  t o  W. W. Marston. 

I w o u l d  l i k e  to thank  H a r o l d  M o ~ l i l l e s + e a ~ ~ r  a n d  Marston Po t te r  f o r  t h e i r  h e l p  o n  t h i s  fo l l ow-up  story. F igu res  # 2.3.5.6.7, courtesy 

o f  Marston Potter: F igu res  # 1. 1. 8. 9. 1 0  are f rom mv personal  col lect ion, a n d  F i e u r e  # 1 1  i s  rour tesy o f  D o n  Bal l .  
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