
1 The Spice of Kentucky Rifle Collecting 
by Clarence Frederick Rurltsch 

There are  usually three  different approaches to 
collecting Kentucky Rifles. These three approaches have 
specific boundaries in theory,  hut  in rcality serve only a s  
guidelines that  are  extremely flcxible. 

The first represents a collector's ovcrall apprec:iatiori f;)r 
this  interesting American weapon. Collections of  this  type 
are  based on having representative examples or a cross- 
section of some of the different schools of Kentucky rifle 
rriaking. The collections of Harmor1 Ieorlard and Jim 1,uc:ie 
demonstrate this  first approach.  

The second rriethod of Kentucky rifle collecting 
conccrltrates mairlly on a particular school or  area.  This can 
be dcrnonstrated by the I ~ h i g h  County (:ollection of Iton 
Gable, and  thc  Robin Hale collection of Southern  rifles. 

A collection represerltirlg  he third approach is one  that 
features a particular rnaker or  a farnily of rrlakcrs. Rill  
Reisner's collectiorl which spec:ializes i n  Kelltucky rifles 
rnade by the Hawker1 family, and the Arrrlstrong rifles 
owned hy former  member Albert Sullivan are examples. 

This talk is about rifles irl still another  category which 
cncompasscs all Kerlrucky rifle rrlaking schools, during all 
periods, corrcentra~ing on interesting und unusur~l details. In  
my o~ j in ion ,  giving atterition to sorrle of the  utlcomlnoll 
features car1 add spice to the  field of collecting Kentucky 
rifles. This  discussion is prirrlarily concerned with t h e  

spice, alld irlcludes examples of firing mechanisms, multi- 
shot systems, hand-to-hand capabilities, and a few random 
remarks regarding decorations. Thc first few riflt:s we will 
exarrline have f e a ~ u r e s  that  arc  found ~ I I  numerous  others,  
hut  a s  wc progress, wc will obscrve details that are  1101 so 
common, and in  sorrlc cases unique.  

Marly of the  rifles used in this presentation show various 
stages and  qualities of' res tora t io~l  or rcpair, itrld even 
neglect, which stems fro;] t he  fact that Kentucky rifles 
were used and often abused over a period of many years, to 
a much greater extellt than many other typcs of weapons. 

The first rifle in thiw review is probably the earliest. 11s winglc most inleres~iny feature ib: its ~ l i d i n y  patchbox cover which is  used 
instead of the CuRtnnlary hinged-lid type, l'hv wverity of design and 1 ~ t . k  of d~corat ior~  BCL. it spar1 fron~ Inany other laler rifles. 
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Thia early rifle has a I~all-rtnund, hnlf-oc.tagon harrel. C1t1  he lop barrel f l a~ ,  wherr the makrr's narrlc is l~sllally hren, is ~herrrgravt.d 
inlagrofa mirn's head in profile. 'l'hr rrlohl intercsling kirlure of this rifle in wrll cuncealrd, how(-vrr: 111r 11r11dn and thr Krooves in 
the 1~;lrrc.l are hlrilighl(.nt irhhleud of being spin11 riflrd. 

H. Aldenderfer made this Luncaster Cuunly riflr in Ihe cnnvrn~ional rtylr witllan inlt.resting t t~krn hi1 of Prnnwylvanin I)nlCh desigrr 
ctrgravctlonlhc patvhbox, und with un odd example of ruiued carving on thr reverse of thr brltt. 



This unmarked Kentucky rifle is similar in appearance lo otherk which uro signed "S. Miller.'' The incised carving un thc reverkenf the hutt u ~ c k i u  
an item of inlercst to colIec~ors, bul of course is nor as desirahlr as raincd carving. Must aigtrcd "S. Miller" rifles arc in<-ihod carved. 

The man who made thin f i r~c  rifle didn't s i ~ n  his lurmv. Pcrhuph hc wag of t h ~  opit1io11111at his ~ : u ~ ~ a b l c  wurkn la t~sh i~  was s i g ~ ~ u l ~ r r c  enoul;rh. This is nn 
cxalnplc of the very gracrfrrl ciflea produced by makers of the Lrlhigh Cotrrrty Schoul. ltappeurr to berail rrnusnalcunvrrsion fnrn f l i r~t - luc~k,s l thoo~l~,  
there is a pussil~ility lhat i~ was maclcas u prrcussion picce awing a converted flin~luck for the Irlrrpose, lnklead oTueonventiunal breech plug,. brrcrh 
i)luck somewhnl sin~ilnr in appenrarhrc to 41 patcnlrcl brcech i h  used. 'l'wu o t l~e r  fealurcs deerrvr attenliurr. One ih lhc pntc:hlrcrx 111ut i~ wccurecl 10 t t ~ c  
btnck wilh pirrn. No wcrrws lrre r~scd,ak ikruslomary.'l'ht. olhcria ~hp. tocplutr tha~cxtenclcall the way from the bu t~p la t r  lo the rcarof the trigger guard. 
An enyravcd plate continrros from tlre front of the lriggcr guard, exlending all lhr way lorwarci lo include ihr lower rarr~rod thimhlc. 



Tho ovor-ahr~r~darnt nrrmh~r  nl  German wilver inlays on this rifle nccrns lo indic-utr thut it wan made for u nlarl of wealth, or at leas1 for one wllosr ererli~ 
was g-ooci, in that inlay wnrk is vrry I i r~~r -co t~s~ l r r~ i~ rg  and musl have been rxpc.t~sivr.Thr piece ib unsignc.d. 'l'hrrr is a c-lur to thr  rharartrrol. the origir~al 
owner, however, because almost a11 of tllr inlayc rxcrpl foor ohvioun onrs arc. mranir~ylewa. A clllrter of hearts, diatr~orlcis, hpadrh a1111 clulrk on  he 
rrvrrrr  nl thr hut1 *lock knggeals ~lrirl the rifle wan madc for a gambler, or  a r t  least a rrlan who liked hih cards. 

This rifle illustrates thr use n l th r  Hall bwech lus t l i n~  byatem. The lines of the rifle are esser~tially tl~ose of [he Kentucky style, h r i t~g  vrry different in 
u1)Irrarun'e to thr ~nililnry rifles that wcre rnanufarlurerl usinl: lhr 11~11 *yslern, rrroslly a1 a lattrr dule. Rifle* of tlris lypr w r r r  produced hetwrenahout 
181 1 and 1818. Accordin# to rcscarel~ hy nwiahi Drrneri~t, 24 ure known today. Ttlr only other breech lna t l in~  hyhtrlll thut I've seen 011 H Kentucky 
rifle was a hackwoods convcruiorr of a Cirrc raihcd carvt.cl rifle (hut hud heen rnodifictl lo ul.c.rpt u storc+boughr brahs-cabrll rtlrlridye. 



In early 1971, Rohirr Halo and I were invited to visit Jne Kindig, Jr.on thecondition thnt "we bring s o m r g u t r r , a l o n ~ . ' " A l t h u ~ ~ h  we weren't awareat 
the time, Mr. Kindig was on his drat11 bed; lie died four dayn after our visi~. In rt.ln)aprc.t, Robin and I both ir~reeti  that Mr. Kindig wac rrrcr~iall~ alert 
and as ir~tcriccl~ irllt'rChtell in Krntncky rifles as hrhad rvcr h r r r~ .  Hr xelecled thr riflch that wr lrrouwht to bc. inrlurlcd i r ~  thr cxhiI r i~oCKrntr~ck~ riflrw 
that hc. had plannrd in rorlj~rrlciior~ with ;I forum for the Mosc*o~n of thc Hik~uric~rl %ricty of Ynrk, Per~n~ylv;~niu.  Whenhc. was shown this riflr, tr~arkrrl 
"J. Urooks," he said, "Oh, that's just another rnrrlr-enred per'uasion riflr." When he wirw told that it was 1101 pervns~iun hrr~ inwteard ar pill-luck, he 
ueemed surprised, end raid that in all of his yearc qf collecting, he had ilevrr hefore leen a Kentucky rifle will1 a pill-lock ignition hywtern. 

At firs1 glance, this rifle appears to have a conventionul percuwsion lock. Clouer examination, however, reveals  hat what appears to he the lock is a 
brawe wide platr. Instead, the ayutrm rreecl iw commonly referred tu ae u tlox lock. The lMk ia houued in an  area directly adjacent to the breech pluy lung. 
There i* no ravity lor thr lurk whrrr lhr lrrueu platr iw lorutrd. Thiu rifle ia marked "A. Johnson Dec. 1833" on a silver plate in the top barrel flat. 
Additional features of interest include dclicatc and well designled rai~ied carving on thr rrverwr o l  ~ h r  hntt slack, und un enyruvinp o fa  primitive 
American eayle on a silver plate inletted in the cheek piece. This i~ another of thr rifles that wah hele~led fur theexhibit ut the Muurr~rn of the Hiwturical 
Snciely ul Ynrk, Pennuylvania, in 1971. In a buuk thal ahowu photoyraphs of lnarly of the rifles itr l l~a t  exhihit, tl~ih piece ih dekcrihrd as n pill lock, 
which il iu not. 



F o l l o w i ~ ~ g  the over-under hwivrl b rc r rh  in  flintlork, this rifle showh t h r  same rncrhanical revnlviog hystrn~ i n  prrruuaion. J. Hillegas of Pottavillr, 
Pci~nuylvirnia rriade lhik rifle. T h e  + i ~ e  of the  hor rs  in  the harrcls a re  approximirtrly the. same, howeverorir haa corivrritionarl spiral riflir~g and  theoihr r  
ih nrulli-grooveel and  straiph1-rut whit.ti is very ~rnrtrmmon for a kenlut-ky rifle. 

I WF usual$ d n  not  think of the K s n l r ~ r k y  r i f l r ra  r hund-10-hrrrd riflc n r y u n .  In  f a c r  rnmr  c:ritirs sight this us r weukIless. 'fiere a r r  tr,,~ereta few 
Kmtu.qky riflex t h a ~  wrrr  n a t l r  with o r  i i~nde  to at~c:t~rnmodatc n buyonel. A vrry few have beell o b c r v r t l  lhat hare  e,t;lrgt~n l,arrrlr lhcre were i ~ ~ n c h i ~ ~ ~ j  
round at  the n l u n l e  in  u n k r  lo acrrp1 the inslmllaliar~ 1,f a socket bayunt-1. Err11 loore c o n . *  .re rifles wilb l~vil t - in baynneIs. 

This K r t ~ t u c k ~  rifle with m irttrgrnl bnyon*~ in h i s  study ir frcrn~ ~ l a r  coll<.ctiun 111 X1illianr 5. B i i ~ i ~ i n ~ . ,  Sr. I I ~  ' f l ~ i l , ~ i l a u ~  hni.iltnr. 'llrir firlr 
51111brrr1 rifle. r n r  rnrtlr will1 a b a y o ~ ~ e t  'onc.ealt-tl i n  t l i r u ~ r l e r r i ~ l t ~ n f ~ k ~ e  b1111 slot+. 4 hinyr  rystctir lovatetl at 1t1e 1 e 1 r e > 1  ILE butt  UIIowI I h r  l , a y t ) r ~ ~ ~  to be 
hlclrtl i lowi~  artd c x t m d r d  lut.kwari1. At rum* l i l ~ l ~  in the yurt. the b a y o t ~ r ~  o n  thi. rifle war hmke11. P r r l  ul ~ l ~ e  r a c c s ~ r i l  ravilr in i t l r  rtut:k wtlirll WIIS 

ntadr I h o ~ ~ h r  thr  ronc:c.nlrl buyour! was t l ~ n n  filled-in wid1 wncd. ' l ' l~ r  l s r k  011 *hi. rifle ir alnn~ori l  KrUand &Co. Theunly  .nark which rniKbl b r a  r luc 
lo  he makrr  i s  a sunken cartnuc.he on I ~ I C  side barrel flal a1 lh r  breech whi<.h has two ini~itrlh 1l1a1 a p p r a r  10 he "J.P." 



Atlother vcrhion ul a multi.aho1 Kentucky riflr i h  the side-by-aide riflr which ih nnmarkrd bet has a patchbnx cleeignrd rimilar m thoae made try u 

smith who markcd Iris riflrh with initials which srrtrl lo be "S.I . ."~r~~J.l- ,"ar~ll  whowa* I ) rob~~b ly  r i ~ h e r  J o h t ~ , u r  .Sumrlrl,ur Sirr~on Loudrr~rlager. One 
harrel is rifled, thr other i* hmooth and marked "shot." 

Of the comparatively few multi-nhot Kentucky rifles, the swivel brrreh over-~rnder in the iypr must frequently tuund. Thiw flinilork riflr eerves ah u 
relwrwntative cxumple. The only identifying murks ar r  the initials "N.C." in block letters on une harrrl flat. A cut-out hpreud eagle it1 an uval motif is 
inlaid OII the cherk piree. 



Two-l~arrcled riflrh, whether over-onder or  sidr-by-side are not common, hrrt Kentncky rifles havirtg rnorr than two b;rrrrls are extrrn~cly rare. The 
nrxl two rifle6 wc will exatnine art. rrrrique, i lk  far us I ( n i ~ r ~  (1('t~rn~irl*. This thrt.~-barrel rill* has H swivt*l hreech kyktrtrl wmewhat simillrr 10 the. 
percuk+inn and flin~loc~k riflek we havc. ohacrvcil. 'l'hih i h  the only il~rcc-btlrrel Kcntutqky riflc t l~at I I~;rvt.cvc.r seen. Tllcrr are rt.l:l~ctl 111rt-e-b;rrrcl rifles 
t l~al  might bt. cot~sidered ;I* Iwitrg ~nrml~t.rs of the Plaitts rifle Lrnily, hot krrlijrct to c-o~~~radlic.lion, 110 rrtht-r. 111rt.e-harrc.1 K e n ~ r r c k ~  riflc.3 exi.51. Rut HY 

.sure ah ;I pnsilivr hl;rlrmcr~t as 111ik i k  lrlad~. utllt.ri will W I I ~ ~ ~ I C C .  'l'h(.re :ITC rrn rnarkh to i11dic'~te I ~ P  111akvr. 'Chi% riflr W ~ I S  ~ ~ U W I I  ill 1)illun'k h7~r t t~tckY 
K i f l r  book in 1924,ah heingin the "Snyi~er"r~ollerl in~~. I)illo~l irrdic.aletl tl1s1 i i  wasr.onvt*rled frornflirr~loc.k, huwevcr I doubt whrt l~rr  that sl;btrnre~~tis 

I accurate. 

r .  Ih is  superposrd rille by "M. Rrst"rrl~wrents still n~lothererrori 11y r Kmirlrky rifle inakcr b insrrrae firryuwrr lrY u s i ~ ~ g  a single yercua~ion lurk 

with two side hanunera whirhrr r  intm.lr.1 tofiw two loads individuully in r rirrylr LarrcI.Thc susse8. of lirin rifle t,lthir typc wit11o111 h ~ ~ r i n ~  IIP 1-0 
chargcsigniting simultaneouuly seem. lu be n r r~cwl~a t  doubtlrl. In otlditiun tu 111c ~lnusual look. l rno~ t~e r  itrln o f  i ~ ~ t r r e s t  is L e  Masonic inlay 011 the 
reverse hide of thr butt stock. 'l'his rifle is another of thnsr selected hy the larlr Joe Kindig, Jr. to be inclutlrrl in Ihr exhibit oI Kentuckv riflrk which wak 
ar;6crnhlcd at the Museunl of the Hiklurical Society of York, frnnkylvania. 



For u numlber of ycarr, this flinllork peppcrhox Ke111urky rifle wa* in the mllec~ion of d ~ e  lute Frank Ausscll, who was a membrroEourorgarrim~ion. 
It eurrly rnrret be or~r-of-;I-kind. Thiw rifle is 7 shol, with rnc.h horr br in~nporoxi~natc ly  .3b calilwr. 11 docs not halve c~ur~ventiot~al riflin#,hul inhtead, 
rnr.11 Iborr h;lr fivr flat oidcs witl~orrl dislirlrl lallda and grooves. The l);~rr('I ic revolvrd Oy hnnd for opc.ratior~, with a mer~hanism hirnilar tootllrr ewivt.1 
hrrec.h Kcrltrrchky rifltbc. The only i~lt~ntiI"ying mark on thr piece is "Jtdln Gulrllrr - east or^," w11ic.h i* ktamprtl on the. U I I I I ~ ~ I ; I ~  hat-k-artion fliatlork. 
'I'his rifle i s  prt.*rn~ly owr~rtl Iry Williarr~ 0rt)rllo of Texas. 

'I'hc. laht two rif1t.c lh;~t we will nl~hervr Hrv not true Kc>rlt~~c.ky rifle* in the us~lal ae~~st., hrr~ miKht Ijr o.onwidrrr,l lo be drsrcndilllts or a! Ir;rwt first 
roueins hccar~he thry were mrrtic h y  hrr~itllk who likt!ly ;rlwo prtrclrlc+ed Kenlucky riflrr. Tlhey urt* ir~c.lr~ded to show ~hc.rffor~h u f~u11  ~r~akerx to protlllcr ;r 
nInre %ophistira~eJ wvapon klran the single-bhot Kerltrwky riflr. 

This rifle was made by P.E. flall. I'hc uinglc stationary barrel ha8 four rifled bores which are fi red individually hy for~r  separate clide hammers. Lock 
platow are mounted on rach side of the hreech. Each I w k  plate har two hammers which must be cocked ant1 fired ueparately. 

T l ~ e  l a ~ t  rifle hu* uix rifled bores drilled illto a single lbarwl. The rifle is basically a hand-c~~wrnted pepperhox. To lire, lhr barrel must be revnlvrd h y  

I hand for ruvh rho,. 'l'hrre are no marks to indiratr thr idrn~i ty  of Ihe makrr nf thih riflr. 

I Allh0uKh we have co~~n id r red  norne of the ++picar of Kenturky riflr cnllerting in lhiw talk, it dnrs nrlt hy any Incans corrititrrlr a c*oniplete coverage. 
Other rlnawnal features and totally r~nirllre rifle* exiwt. C o ~ ~ s i d c r  Kentucky rifleh with takr-now11 etockx; heavy riflch, some weighing more than 25 
pound" that were n ~ a d r  for largct khooting; rifles with t-xrcssivcly lor~g barrels; rifles w i ~ h  oversize. trnrrt~ls 3 r d  large smooth hnrec ir~tended Lor use as 
1)11nt g u n d u r  harvesting game, or lor IIHP nu r i ~ m p ~ ~ r t  drfensc wraponc; cmall wclrle rifles made for women or rhildrer~;  he lisl goes on. ( :or~sil lerin~ ;rll of 
this, the ~111tly and reweurch of the spice cart br one of the must lanc.inating. asprcls of c*ollc.cting Iier~trlcky rifle*. 




