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Some forty plus years ago a professor admonished me 
with the quip:  Keep it brief.  In keeping with that 
bit of advice, this presentation will briefly examine 

three topics that are related in one way or another to the 
history of the Winchester Repeating Arms Company or 
its predecessor the New Haven Arms Company.  While 
I do not expect you to be enthralled, hopefully you will 
find them to be somewhat interesting and perhaps even 
useful.  

In the interests of full disclosure, I should advise you that 
my personal interest in American arms has waned and I 
will not be pursuing any further research in that area.  So 
the following notes are intended to guide those who wish 
to delve deeper into the subjects covered.

Oliver Winchester’s Swiss Contract of 1866-1867

As some of you may remember a number of years ago I 
wrote an article suggesting that the serial numbering of 
the Model 1866 began at 1.1  This suggestion raised a 
fire storm of controversy and more than one Winchester 
enthusiast said that my career as a Winchester historian 
was finished.  Well I am still here and over the intervening 
years evidence has been found that supports the conclu-
sion first put forth in 1991.

It is generally accepted that Oliver Winchester did not 
begin production of what became known as the Model 
1866 until 1867.2  To put it bluntly, this is pure bunk.  
Internal Revenue Service tax assessments, as well as oth-
er documents, clearly indicate that he was manufacturing 
rifles and ammunition in Bridgeport, Connecticut, as of 
September 1866.3  The question therefore arises, where 
did the arms then being manufactured go?  Before an-
swering this, however, it is necessary to examine an un-
published aspect of the Winchester company’s history.

During most of its operation the New Haven Arms Com-
pany was located at 9 Artizan Street in New Haven (Fig. 
1).  The factory there was sufficient in size to meet the 
company’s sales needs until it began receiving large orders 
for the Henry Rifle.  To meet demand for the latter, Oli-
ver Winchester leased the Dwight, Chapin and Company 
factory in Bridgeport in 1863 (Fig. 2).4  Following its be-

ing fitted out, the Artizan Street works were used primar-
ily for the production of ammunition and therein lay the 
reason for its later abandonment.  A series of explosions 
and fires caused the residents of the street to petition the 
New Haven city council to close the factory since it posed 
a hazard to their well-being.5  Winchester eventually gave 
in to these requests and operations there formally ceased 
in July of 1866.6  That same month O. F. Winchester sold 
the machinery then being used in Bridgeport to manufac-
ture the Henry Rifle.7

Actual manufacture of the King’s Improvement or Hen-
ry-Winchester began at Bridgeport in August of 1866 and 
the first rifles were sold in September.8   

Income for the period of September through December 
1866 amounted to $33,089 indicating sales of at least 
600 rifles plus their attendant ammunition.9  Although 

BRIEF NOTES ON THREE SUBJECTS
 by Herbert G. Houze

(Fig. 1)The New Haven Arms Company factory at 9 
Artizan Street in New Haven, Connecticut.  Though 
used for the earliest production of the Henry Rifle, it 
was not large enough to process the increased orders 
for this arm that were received in 1863 and following.  
Consequently, it was converted to the firm’s cartridge 
works in late 1863 and remained as such until July of 

1866.  Olin Corporation Photograph.
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absolute evidence has yet to be located, it is likely these 
arms formed part of the 1,000 rifle contract known to 
have been let by the French Government earlier that year 
(Fig. 3).10  

O. F. Winchester’s major hope for the new rifle lay in its 
adoption by the Swiss Confederation.  It had won the 
Aarau Rifle Trials11 and it appeared in January of 1867 
that substantial quantities would be ordered.12  However, 
complications arose when the Swiss authorities insisted 
that the rifles be made in their country.13  Winchester ad-

amantly opposed this suggestion as Switzerland did not 
offer patent protection for his designs.14 Though some 
historians have stated that was the end of Winchester’s 
Swiss adventure, it was not.  

The fact that the 8,000 rifles ordered following the Aarau 
Trials were actually delivered and put into service, is con-
firmed by a later report stating that they were being held 
in stores as of the close of June 1871.15  Additionally, cir-
cumstantial evidence suggests that another 7,000 rifles 
were ordered in early 1867, bringing the total number to 
15,000.16  

(Fig. 2)Photograph taken during World War II of the 
Dwight, Chapin & Company factory in Bridgeport, 

Connecticut, that was leased in 1863 by 
O. F. Winchester for the manufacture of Henry Rifles 

and subsequently what became known as the 
Winchester Model 1866.  

Olin Corporation Photograph.

(Fig. 3)French contract Winchester Patent repeating carbine made in early to mid-1866 for 
issuance to troops stationed in Mexico.  

Olin Corporation Photograph.  

(Fig. 5) Cover of the New Haven Arms Company’s 
European catalogue of 1866 containing 

the illustration shown in Figure 4.
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The significance of these numbers to the Model 1866’s 
production is two fold.  Firstly, it proves beyond a doubt 
that the rifle was being manufactured in considerable 
quantities during early 1867. Secondly, it answers the 
question as to what happened to the supposedly “missing” 
first 15,000 Model 1866 rifles that were made.  

That the arms shipped to Switzerland were in fact Model 
1866s and not iron-frame models having detachable side 
plates of the same pattern as those tested at Aarau (Fig. 
4) is clearly demonstrated by comments contained in a 
report published in the March 4, 1867 issue of the Revue 
Militaire Suisse.17  Not only does this document state the 
rifles were the same as those then being made in New Ha-
ven, but it also notes they were of a different caliber than 
the test rifles (i.e., they were of .44rf ).

It should be noted that Oliver Winchester also furnished 
an unknown number of Model 1866 rifles for field trials 
in France in early 1867.18   

Daniel S. Wesson:  
The New Haven Arms Company’s Engraver 1864-65

When the name Daniel Wesson is mentioned to any col-
lector of antique American arms the individual who im-
mediately comes to mind is Daniel B. Wesson, co-found-
er of Smith & Wesson.  There is, however, another Daniel 
Wesson who should be remembered:  Daniel Smith Wes-
son.  

The second son of Phineas Wesson and Lucy Smith, Dan-
iel was born in Rhode Island on November 5, 1831.1  
Trained as a soft metal engraver, Daniel first worked in 
Providence, most likely in the jewelry trade. 2  In 1860 
he moved to New Haven, Connecticut, 3 and sometime 
shortly thereafter entered the employ of the New Haven 
Arms Company. 4  For reasons that are now unknown, he 
left the company in 1862, since his name does not appear 
in the firm’s payroll ledger for 1863 or most of 1864.5  As 
he was not listed in Benham’s New Haven Directories for 
those years, he may have left the city to work elsewhere.

(Fig. 4)Line drawing of the Aarau pattern Winchester 
carbine originally intended for Swiss service.

Prototype Briggs’ Patent Rifle made by the 
New Haven Arms Company in late 1865, 

engraved with flower heads, foliage, 
animal scenes and scrollwork 

attributed to Daniel S. Wesson. 
 Private Collection.
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Wesson reappeared in New Haven in November of 1864 
and his name regularly appears in the New Haven Arms 
Company’s Payroll book for the next fourteen months.

 1864
  November 26    $27.00
  December 24      41.00

 1865
  January 21        $99.00
  February 18        87.00
  March 18            57.00
  April 17              75.00
  May 13                  -
  June 10                  -
  July 8                  48.00
  August 5             30.00
  September 2        96.00
  October 28          78.00
  November 25      21.00
  December 23      66.00     

What is important about this date sequence is that it 
immediately follows the period when Gustave Young of 
Hartford is known to have worked as the Arms Com-
pany’s engraver (October 1863 to September 1864) and 
immediately predates Conrad F. Ulrich’s employment 
(1866/67). 6  

It is therefore likely, if not extremely probable, that Dan-
iel S. Wesson was the engraver responsible for those late 
production Henry Rifles that are decorated with large 
leafy flowers and vignettes displaying running deer, dogs, 
horses and so forth.  

After leaving the New Haven Arms Company Wesson 
continued to work as an engraver and pattern maker in 
New Haven until his death on December 25, 1908.7  

 

Brief Notes Concerning the Engraver, 
Thomas F. O’Connell

As with the preceding, the following comments tie up 
another loose end concerning Winchester rifles.  In this 
instance it concerns the engraving found on a number 
of Model 1866 Sporting Rifles that are signed with the 
initials “T.F.O’C.”  While the identity of this artisan was 
discussed in an article published in The Winchester Repeat-
er three years ago,1 recently a trade card advertising his 
work has come to light.  Since it clearly illustrates various 
aspects of his work, its reproduction might prove useful to 
members of the Society.

The card printed from a steel plate engraving has six vi-
gnettes set within decorative panels and displays a variety 
of border designs, as well as scrollwork, that will allow T. 
F. O’Connell’s work to be identified. 

        

Trade card printed from an engraved steel plate pro-
duced by Thomas F. O’Connell of New York City in 

1874.  Collection of the late Jonathan Buckley 
(Photograph courtesy of Richard Sheaff).

Details of O’Connell’s 1874 trade card.
Notice the kidney shaped engravings which are a trait 

of Thomas O’Connell.
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Details of O’Connell’s 1874 trade card.
Notice the scroll engravings which are a trait of 

Thomas O’Connell.

Winchester Model 1866 Sporting Rifle serial number 44156  engraved by Thomas F. O’Connell.  
Most of O’Connell’s work is marked with his initials somewhere in the engraving. 

Photograph courtesy of Bonhams, San Francisco, CA
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