A TALE OF TWO PANDEMICS

by Paul R Johnson, MD (retired)

With the cancellation of the Spring ASAC Meeting planned for
Cody, WY, we thought that a brief discussion and historical com-
parison of the 1918 and 2020 pandemic might be enlightening.

Health advisories, social distancing and mandated mask re-
quirements, and school and business closings to assist in lessening
the impact of pandemics are most certainly not new occurrences.
Please view the brief presentation of photographs, public notices,
and news columns. It is ironic just how applicable these items may
appear appropriate for our times!

The mis-named Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918-1920 (U. S. first
case was at Ft. Riley, Kansas in March, 1918 predating Spain’s
first case reported in May, 1918) affected affected nearly 1/3 of
the World’s population.. Some say nearly 500 million people
were infected, producing as many as 50 million deaths. Most
fatalities resulted from bacterial pneumonia and other processes in
invalided patients.

Currently (August 2020), world cases of COVID-19 number
under 16 millionwith mortality rates of increase lowering to 620,000
(approximately the number of US Civil War military deaths).
This may be due to differing demographics and improvements in
current therapies.  All of these numbers most certainly will in-
crease, unfortunately.

What is most important—that we, as a Nation (and the World)
have endured and survived these processes in the past; and should
also hopefully do so for the present times. Be Strong, and Keep the
Faith. (Or as the Brits say: Keep Calm and Carry On).
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Outbursts of Everett True was a two-panel comic by A.D. Condo and J.W. Raper tht had one
punchline: Everett True punching someone. Here, the comic takes on the Spanish influenza
epidemic. Daily Telegram
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History repeats itself. Came across this poem written in 1869,
reprinted during 1919 pandemic.
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All illustrations via internet sources.
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