











roundingswiththeEighth, heandtherestofhisunitwere
extremelyactivethroughoutthe4yearsofwar. Asaprivate
atthestartofthe conflict, Dixparticipatedinmanyhostile
engagements. Recordsindicate thathe waswounded, cap-
tured, exchanged, andpromotedduringhistenure.

DixwaswoundedatGaines’ MillonJune27, 1862. He
is listed on the register of the General Hospital, Howard’s
Grove, Richmond, Virginia, with the complaint (injury)
listedasfollows: “Inlip, arm, andforehead.” Thedateonthe
hospitalrecords(June29)coincideswithnotesfromthebat-
tleat Gaines’ MillonJune27, 1862, whenFrisby T. Dixis
listedas “slightlywounded.”

OnJune29, 1862, Dixalsoappearedontheregisterof
Surgical Casesofthe GeneralHospitalNo. 12inRichmond,
Virginia. Hospital records list the date of entry as October
22, 1862. Hisinjuryisrecordedasa “Contusion—abruise
withoutbreakingtheskincausinglossofthelefteye. Pupil
righteyedilated. Healthisweak.”

DuringthetimeDixwasrecoveringfromhiswounds,
hisunitwasengagedatFrayser’sFarmonJune30, 1862, and
at the second battle of Manassas on August 30, 1862, and
Sharpsburg on September 17, 1862. He was back on the
companymusterrollfortheengagementsofFredericksburg
(December 13, 1862), Saleen Creek (May 3, 1863), and
Gettysburg(July2, 1863).

Onthe company muster toll of September 1863, Dix
waslistedasFirstCorporalandwascapturedat Gettysburg
onJuly2, 1863. Heappearsonarollofprisonersofwarat
Point Lookout, Maryland, and his date of arrival at Fort
DelawareislistedasOctober27, 1863. Dixremainedapris-
oneruntilhewasexchangedonOctober11, 1864.

Inthebook BrotherinArms by William Davis (page
906), thereisatypicalletterreproducedfromaConfederate
prisonerofwaratFortDelaware, thesameprisonthatheld
Dix. Thewriterofthelettertellshis wife thathe wascap-
turedat Wainsboroandwaswellexceptforhisfeet, which
were very sore from marching 5 days from Wainsboro to
Winchester. Intheletterhe suggestswhatto doaboutthe
future crops, sendslove tothe children, and hopes thatit
will not be long until he is home. Hopefully, he was
exchangedasDixwasinOctoberof1864.

DixwaspromotedtosergeantonDecember31, 1864,
asindicatedonthecompanymusterrollandheisalsolisted
as Sergeant Frisby T. Dix on the Appomattox Paroles on
April9-15, 1865.

In1903, DrThomasM. Owen, DirectoroftheAlabama
DepartmentofArchivesandHistory, requestedHilaryAbner
Herbert, thelastcoloneloftheEighth, toprepareasketchof
the Eighth AlabamalInfantryRegimenttobe printedbythe
departmentalongwithothersketchesofAlabamaCivilWar
militarygroups.
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Herbert, although anxious to see such a history in
print, wasatthetimeverybusywithhislargelaw practice
inWashington, DC, andproceededslowly. Theresultwasa
manuscript, completed in 1906, far longer than what Dr
Owen anticipated. What Colonel Herbert attempted to do
insteadwastowrite “thehistoryofarepresentative unitof
Lee’s army,” which he considered the Eighth to be, and
thereby preserve the history of that gallant command. Ina
letter transmitting the manuscript to Dr Owen, Colonel
Herbertstated, “Itisahistory, necessarily, inlargepart, not
onlyoftheEighth, butalsotheNinth, Tenth, Eleventh, and
Fourteenth AlabamaRegiments, allofwhichwerebrigaded
togetherinthe summerof1862andfoughttogethertothe
close of the war.” These pages became the History of the
EightbAlabamaVolunteerRegiment, CSA , andmuchofthe
informationinthisarticleisderivedfromHerbert’swork.

Atthe Battle of the Wilderness, Herbertwas seriously
wounded. This injury prompted his retirement. He subse-
quently had a distinguished public service career as
Congressman from the Second Congressional District of
Alabama from 1876 through 1892, and as Secretary of the
Navy during Grover Cleveland’s second administration, from
1893t01897. HewasthefirstCabinetmemberfromAlabama
andalsothefirstex-ConfederateappointedtoaCabinetpost.

The following anecdotes are short narratives taken
from Herbert’s History.

YORKTOWN, VIRGINIA: 1861

OneConfederatecavalrytroopappearedtobecharged
withthespecialdutyofbringinginmessagesforthebenefit
of the Eighth Alabama and they were named the “Old
DominionDragoons.”

Time and again the “Old Dominion Dragoon” was at
handwiththenews, “enemycoming.” Duringallthatlong
summerof1861therewasnohourofthedayornightwhen
thelongrollmightnot, andindeeditwouldbehardtoname
anyparticularhourofdayornightwhenitdidnotandthen,
beat. Onepurposeofthesefrequentalarmswastokeepmen
and officers from straying from camp withoutleave. They
mightbemissedatrollcall. Theresultwasmanyamaledic-
tion from the members of the Eighth Alabama upon the
headsofthe “OldDominionDragoons”—a “cowardlysetof
buttermilk rangers, whowouldseeaYankeeineverybush
thatwasshakenbythewind.”

THEBATTLEOFFRAYSER’SFARM: JUNE30, 1862

Anincidentofthisbattle wellillustratesthespirit [that]
animatedoursoldiers. LittleCharleyTisdaleofCompanyF, the
youngest boy in the Regiment, had been sickand absentat
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Seven Pines; at Gaines’ Millhe had been wounded. Charley
indignantly replied, “Iamnotcryingbecauselamhurt, but
becausethesed—dYankeeswon’tletmegetashotatthem.
They knocked my gun out of my hand and wounded me at
Gaines’ Millbeforelgotachanceat‘em, andnowthen, before
Icouldfiremygun, they'veknockedmylegoutofjoin[t].”

Poor little Charley, he was always brave in battle,
cheeryincamp, butdiedfrompneumoniaayearlater.

SALEMCHURCH: MAY 1863

Near the end of this battle, the Ninth, Tenth, and
Eighth Alabamaleda counter-charge that “pushedback” in
confusion, thetroopsofthe93rdandl02ndPennsylvania.

The Alabamasoldierswerethetroopsthat, inthelan-
guageofGeneralLee, “drovetheenemynearlyamile.”

Shoesthatweremuchneededwereamongourspoils.
An officer reported that during that night while searching
the woods for the wounded he found “Old Robinson,” an
IrishmanofCompanyA, sittingonthegroundbythesideof
abadlywoundedFederalofficer, quietlysmokinghispipe.

“Whatareyoudoinghere, Robinson?”

The gruesome reply was, “I’'m waiting on this man
here. We’sgotabitofajobtodo. Itookhimforadeadone,
andwasafterpullinghisbootsoffofhim, whenhesaidhe
wasdyin’ andaskedmetowaittillhewasdead. And, faith,
he’sveryslowaboutit!”

GETTYSBURG: JULY2, 1863

OnJuly2atGettysburgandreferringtothemovement
oftheEighthonthisday, whenitchargedfrontforwardon
Tenthcompanywithsuchprecisioninthefaceofaheavyfire
from the enemy, it will be remembered that Captain
MordecaiofCompanyHhadcomplainedtothecommanding
officerwhen we were at Bank’s Ford about what he called
“somuchunnecessarydrilling.” Onthenightofthe2nd, after
thebattleofthatdaywasover, Mordecaisaidtome: [Colonel
Herbert] “Colonel, Iwanttobegpardon. Iwillnevercom-
plainagain aboutyour drilling the regiment. If we hadnot
been splendidly drilled, we would have been whipped this
morninglikehell, beforeweevergotintoline.”

REGARDINGTHEFEDERALSUSEOFBALLOONS

Again the Eighth was at Bank’s Ford: “and now
occurred the only remembered instance, until just as we
started onthe Pennsylvaniacampaign, offiringhereacross
the Rappahannock. The Federals had been using balloons
ever since McClellan was before Yorktown. To many ofus
theyseemedatfirstformidable, asanobserversohighupin

the air ought to be able we thought to give our positions
withaccuracy. Lately, however, sincewehadsooftenbeen
victorious in spite of these pretentious observers, we had
come tolaugh at the sky-scrapers thatalways keptso well
outofrangeofourartillerymen. Butonemorning, now, per-
hapsaboutthelastofMay, Isaw, while onpicketdutyjust
aboutsunrise, aballoongoingupfrombehindawoodedhill-
toponlyafewhundredyardsaway, foranear-bylookatour
lines. Thisseemedjustalittle toofamiliar, andsothe next
morning with the permission of General Wilcox, stationed
justbeyondthebrowofahilltwofieldpieces. Againthepre-
sumptuousballoonistbegan his morning flightinto the air.
‘Whenhewasupsome200yards, bothgunsopenedfireon
him with shells. The aeronaut went down safely, butina
decided hurry, andthe experiment was notrepeated from
that point. Captain Fagan records, in his article on Salem
Church, thatthiswasthelastofballooninginthe Army of
thePotomacduringthewar.

WINTERQUARTERSATBANK'SFORD

After the battle of Fredericksburg, the Federal Army
took up its former position on the north side of the
Rappahannock, andthetwoarmiesspentthe remainderof
the winter watching each other across the river from the
ridgesorheightsthatriseoneitherside.

TheEighthAlabamawasencampedonthebrowofthe
hill thatrises west of the road thatleads on the south side
downtotheford, andontheoppositehill, acrosstheriver,
wasaFederalbattery, whichatanytime, dayornightduring
3 months, couldhave sentashell crashinginto our camp,
the distance not being more than three-quarters of amile.
Butherewestayedallthewinter. Ourtentswereelevatedon
logstructures three orfourfeethigh, “chinked” withmud,
eachhavingaliberallydaubedstickschimneyandfireplace.

During our entire stay there was no firing on either
side. Atacittrucehadbeenestablished. Inbotharmieswe
hadlearnedtorespecteachotherandtoknowthatpicket-
firing, unlessthereissome movementonfoot, isonlymur-
der. An officer of the day on one side of the river riding
along the picket lines was frequently saluted by a picket
from the opposite bank, justas he would be by his own
men. Andtheconversationsthattookplaceacrosstheriver
wereoftenveryamusing.

Gradually men go to trading across the river. Alittle
boatwasconstructedwitharudderrigidlyfixedatanangle
ofsay 45 degrees from the axis of the boat, andwhenthe
boatwasplacedinthewater, withbowstraightacrossand
with the rudderinclined ata fixed angle downstream, the
action of the current impelled it across and downward in
suchmannerthatexperimentswouldshowwhereto putit
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inonesideoftheriversoastolanditatagivenpointonthe
other. Thisboat was used until captured by the winter in

exchanging Virginia tobacco for coffee, sugar, etc. Aftera

timemengottovisitingtheriver; andallthiscomingtothe
knowledgeofGeneralLee, heissuedanorderstrictlyforbid-
ding communication with the enemy; and a similar order
wasissuedontheotherside.

Onedayshortlyafterthisorder, thewriter, asofficerof
theday, wasvisitingthepicketline. Oneofthepostswasat
Scott’sdam, andhere somany ofthe hugebouldersofthe
formerdamwerestillinlinethatonecouldwadeacrossthe
stream, it nowhere being over the rocks more than waist
deep. Justasthewriterrodeoutofthebushesbelowupto
the post, aFederalsoldier withtrousers off waswithin 10
feetofthebankonourside. Thesoldierhalted.

“Comeon!” saidl.

“I'won’t come,” said he, “unless you will let me go
back.”

‘Whenbymeansofacockedpistolpointedtowardhim
hehadbeencompelledtocomeashore, andtoldthathewas
aprisoner, hesaid, “Colonel, thisisnotfair. Thesementold
melcouldcomeoverandgoback.”

“Yes,” was the reply, “but you knew it was against
orders and I know you are violating orders on your side.
Thereisnowaytostop thisexceptto enforce orders, and
youaremyprisoner.”

He was a big strong manly fellow and looked me
straightintheface, whilethetearscameintohiseyes, ashe
replied, “Colonel, shootme ifyouwantto, butfor God’s
sakedon’ttake me prisoner. Ihavebeeninthisarmy for6
months. Thaveneverbeeninbattle. Iflamtaken prisoner
under these circumstances, my character at home will be
ruined. Itwillalwaysbesaidldeserted.”

The appeal was too much forme. He was sentback
withanadmonitiontohimandhiscomradesthathewasthe
lastmanthatwouldeverbereleased; andthen, afterascold-
ingadministeredtomyownmen, IsoughtGeneral Wilcox
saying “General, Thavedisobeyedorders.”

“What have you done?” he asked, and on being
informed, his answer was, “I should have done the same
thingmyself.”

ORANGECH, WINTER, 1863-4(AFEWDAYSBEFORETHE
WILDERNESSBATTLEBEGAN)

IntheearlydaysofMay, Lee’sforcesbrokecampand
marchedafewmilesawaydowntothedreadfulbattlefieldof
the Wilderness. Never at any time since they had been
cheeredin1861ontheirwaytoRichmondhadthearmy, at
leastthat partofitto whichthe Eighth Alabamabelonged,
seensomanylovelywomenduringthatwinter. Theofficers
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hadmusicattheircommand, thegirlscouldfurnishspacious
mansions and night after night did the soldiers “chase the

glowing hours with flying feet.” It may seem strange to a

civilian that there should have been so much gaiety when

dangerwassoimminent.

ColonelHerbertwrote “Andyet, sensibleaswe were
of the dangers that confronted us, the days flew by, with
manyofusatleast, asmerrilyasanywecancountinallthe
checkeredcalendarofthepast.

Possibly a dance in those days was all the merrier
becauseofthefeelingthatitmightbethelast—thedanceof
death. Itwasonlyafew daysbefore the Wilderness battle
beganwhengrimoldJubalEarly, lookingonwithanelderly
lady friend while alot of young officers were gliding gaily
over the floor with their happy partners, said to her,
“Madam, ifyouhaveanymessagetosendtothenextworld,
youmaygiveittooneoftheseyoungmen, andhe’lldeliver
itinafewweeks.”

THEBATTLEOFTHECRATER: JULY30-AUGUST1, 1864
TheAftermathandlIncidents: GeneralBartlett'sCorkLeg

Theslaughterwasfearful. Thedeadwere piledupon
each other. Inone part of the fortI counted eight bodies
deep. There were but few wounded compared with the
killed.

Therewasanincidentwhichoccurredinthecaptured
fort that made quite an impression on me. Among the
wounded wasYankee General Bartlett. He waslyingdown
and could not rise. Assistance was offered him, but he
informedthosewhowereassistinghimthathislegwasbro-
ken, andsoitwas, butitprovedtobeanartificialleg, made
ofcork.

One of the officers ordered a couple of Negroes to
move him, but he protested, and I believe he was given
whiteassistance.

This General afterwards, so I have been informed,
becameanhonoredcitizenofVirginia, thoughatthetime, 1
mustsay, Ineverwouldhavebelievedsuchathingpossible.
Oneofoursoldiersseeingthecorklegandspringsknocked
topieceswaggishlysaid, “General, youareafraud; Ithought
thatwasagoodlegwhenlIshotit.”

[MorefromtheBattleoftheCrater:]

After dark, toolswere bought with which we recon-
structedthewreckedfort. Indoingthisweburiedthedead
downinthefort, coveringthemwithearth. Thefireofthe
enemywasentirelytooseveretocarrythemout. Wewere
thereforeforcedtostandonthemanddefendourpositions
whileweremainedinthefort, whichwasuntilthefollowing
Mondaynight.
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he wanted to accept the surrender in good faith—to go
homeandmakeasgoodcitizensaswehadsoldiers.

Whenmycompanywasformedforthelasttime, Iwas
deeplymoved. Theoriginalmusterrollscalledfor159men
andtheywereasgoodandtrueaseverworethegrey. Not
onehadeverbeenchargedwith failuretodohisduty—not
amaneverbeenarrested. Alongthebattlefieldsof Virginia
were sleeping 41. Twenty-seven had died of diseases, 101
wounds. Everyofficerhadreceivedwounds, andeverypri-
vateexceptone.

A soldier of the regiment had just come in and
reported that General Lee had surrendered the army. The
menareindignant, andthreatenthesoldierswithabeating.
Heistoldwithmuchprofanitythataskulkedwagondogand
hospitalratwere news carriers. DrRobertRoyston, anold
friendandBrigadeSurgeon, rodetowherelwaslyingdown.
Hisface, sobrightandpleasant, wasastudy—thetearswere
inhiseyes, andchokingwithemotionhesaid, “GeneralLee
hassurrenderedthearmy.” Icannotexpressmyfeelings—the
tearscametomyeyes—theonlytearsduringtheentirewar.
Themencrowdedaround DrRoyston, eagerlyaskingques-
tions, and they would go away with tears falling on their
dirty, bronzed faces. A pathetic sight—these starved men
who staggered when they walked, from exhaustion, truly
theylovedtheirlandwithalovefarbrought.

TheColorSergeantholdingtheflaginhisstand, cried
out, “Youhaveneverruninabattle, andyoudon’tsurren-
der.” Hetoretheflagfromthestaffanddivideditamongthe
men. Apieceaboutl0inchessquarecametome. Ihaveit
still, andwouldliketoknowwhohavetheotherpieces.

[NOTE: “Theflag’sstreamers, aredandwhiteribbon
withtassels, felltoJohnA. BrowneofCo. D, whomarried
andsettledinSuffolk Co., Virginia. Thestreamerswiththe
names of the battles fought had been given to me by Miss
Nina Cave near Orange C.H. VA., in April 1864. When
Browne, 32yearsafterwards(in1896), visitedme, bringing
alongtoexhibithismuchprizedtrophiesandlearnedfrom
me their origin he asked me to decide whether they were
mineorhis. Thedecisionwasinhisfavor. Withtearsinhis
eyesandmuchhesitationheacceptedit, declaringthatathis
deaththeyshouldcometomeormyfamily. Hiswidowhas
sincesentthemand, pinnedwiththe CrossofHonorgiven
mebytheV.D.C. withtheirstoryunderneath, theframethat
heldthemnowhangsinmyparlor.”]

H.A. HERBERT

IsentSergeantsGeorgeSmithandRenasRichardsonto
learnthetruthofthematter, forlstilldoubtedit. Whenthey
returnedtheyconfirmedthereport. Smithhadabilletwood,
splitfromanappletree. Hestated thathe sawacrowd of

soldiersandnewspapercorrespondents, diggingupanapple
tree, under which the surrender had been arranged. Smith
dividedhisbilletwiththecompany. Istillhavemypiece.

CAMPATORANGECOURTHOUSE, 1863-4

‘Whatourenemythought, duringthisperiod, ofGeneral
Leeiswellillustrated bya conversation the writerhad (per-
hapsinJanuary)withanIrish LieutenantofaNew Yorkregi-
ment, whomhehadmetoutbetweenthepicketlineswhen
negotiatingtopassaladythroughthelinesonherwayNorth.

“Well,” said the lieutenant, “We are on our way to
Richmondagain.”

“Yes,” wasthereply, “Butyou’llnevergetthere.”

“Oh, yes, wewill,” cametheanswer. “We’llgetthere
afterawhile; andifyouswapGeneralswithus, wewillget
therein3weeks.”

It is needless to say that the proposition for an
exchange was politely declined. As we parted we took a
drink of the gallantyoung Irishman’s good whiskey, tothe
toast he offered, “May the best manwin.” The bigger man
won. Bothmenwereplucky.

THEWEAPONSOFFRISBYDIX

The weapons of Frisby Dix have beenintheauthor's
possessionformanyyears. Theyprovidedthemotivationfor
theresearchandresultingarticle. Adescriptionfollows:

Frisby Dix carried a German Potsdam Musket Model
1809 that was converted to percussion. Itwas.72 caliber-
smoothborewitha41inchroundbarrel. Themarkingson
thebuttstockare"ET. DIX—8 ™ ALA." These markingsare
wornanddim, butstillvisibleandeasilyread. (SeeFigure7)

He also carried a large 'D' guard Bowie knife with a
woodhandle. Ononesideofthehandleiscarved"DIX"and
ontheothersideiscarved"ALA". Thebladeis17 Y% inches
andtheoveralllengthis22 % inches. Thebladeis2 Y% inches
wideatitswidestpoint. (SeeFigure8)
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