














Figure18.Standard1863Masonlockplatemarkings(sometimes
withflattopped3).(Author’sCollection)

Figure19.Exampleoftheoccasional1863lockplatestampedoff
thecenterline.(Author’sCollection)

Figure20.Standard1863breechmarkings(noteflattopped3).
(Author’sCollection)

bands which may be characteristic of Mason production
(Figures22and23).

Avery expert repair ata wrist stress crack has been
effectedwhichappearstobeoriginaltofactoryproduction
and not a post-production field repair. It may represent a
very early Masonspecimenwhich cracked duringassembly

Figure21.Standard1864lockplatemarkings.(Author’sCollection)

Figure22.Barrelband“U”withstampingabovethelineofthe
bandspring,seenonmostMasonmuskets.(Author’sCollection)

Figure23.1862datedMasonmusketshowingprobablefactory
repairofwristcrack.(Author’sCollection)

ofthelock (perhapsatoo-tightfitwhich expandedagrain
stress crack). This problem may have been specifically
repaired by Mason at his works. It could then have been
rejected by the ordnance inspectors, or never have been
submitted, butsoldontheprivatemarketasagoodandserv-
iceablearm. Althoughitisinsuperbcondition, thereisevi-
dencethatitwasissued, fired, andhasbayonetsocketwear.
Contraryto this possible problem piece, the majority
ofMason’smusketswereofhighquality. Inspectedmuskets
werereimbursedaccordingtoclassifications: Class1 = $20,
Class 2 = $19.90, Class 21/2 = $19.00, Class 3 = $18.00,
Class 4 = $16.00. Ordnance reports indicated that Mason
received an average of $19.89 per musket. There were
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production. Anyerrorsoromissionsaremyown, forwhich
Itakeresponsibility. Iwouldwelcomecommentsandinfor-
mationconcerningWilliamMason’smuskets. Thankyou.
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