Figurel.SharpshooterWeaponsintheAmericanCivilWar(photoex.author'scollection)
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SharpshooterWeaponsintheAmericanCivilWar

ByBobCarlson

Thereisaproudtraditionofsharpshootinginthemili-
tary history of our nation (Figure 1). From the defeat of
GeneralEdwardBraddockandtheuseofflankcompaniesof
riflemen in the French and Indian War, to the use oflong
rifles against Ferguson and the death of General Simon
Fraser in the Revolutionary War at Saratoga, tothe War of
1812whenBritishGeneralRobertRosswasshotontheway
totakeBaltimorein 1814andwhenlongrifleswereinstru-
mentalatNew OrleansinJanuary 1815, uptothe modern
warswiththeuseofsucharmsastheAccuracylnternational
AX338sniperrifle, sharpshootershavebeen crucialinthe
outcome of battles and campaigns. Iwish to dedicate this
discussion to a true American patriot, ChrisKyle, a much
decoratedNavySealsniperwhomwelostinFebruaryofthis
year, havingearnedtwosilverandfourbronzestarsinfour
toursofservicetohiscountry. Hestatedthathekilledthe
enemytosavethelivesofhiscomradesandhisonlyregret
wasthose thathe could notsave. Healsoaided his fellow
disabled veterans for whom he worked tirelessly with his
Heroes Project after returning home. He exemplified the
truesharpshooterbyhiscourage, skill, andpatriotism.

AsdescribedbyGaryYee !, asharpshooteris“amilitary
marksman skilled in shooting.” The concept of sharpshoot-
inginthe civilwareraincluded, butwascertainlynotlim-
ited to, long-range sniping. There are basically four types
(Figure 2). Afourth class sharpshooterwasacommon sol-
dier merely instructed to act in this capacity; athird class
was one proficient in positional warfare who gains profi-

ciency through practice in
the combat situation; sec-
ond class were trained
sharpshooters, most who
qualified by shootinga 10-
inchgroupat200yardsina

designated sharpshooter
Figure2.Definitionofsharp-

shooting. unit; and the first class

includedexceptionalmarks-
men engaged intrue long-
range sniping akintomod-
ern warfare. Their varied
functions(Figure3)included:
dominating the battlefield
asskirmishers; suppressing
defendersduringasiegeto

Figure3.Functionsofsharp-

shooters. advance a line or to keep

attackersatbay; harassingtargetofficersandartillerymen
fromalong-range; instillingpsychologicalfearandfeelings
ofhelplessnessand demoralization using “annoyance” fire
(anoddtermforshootingoneinthehead); protectingthe
advance, rearguard, andflanksoldiers(amostdangerous
position both from enemy and “friendly” fire); and gener-
allybeingusedas“forcemultipliers” tomaximizetheeffect
of a smaller number of soldiers due to their increased
lethality.

Sharpshootingtacticsunderwentcontinuousingenious
changes. Theuseofdugriflepitsandothermeansofcover
increased with experience. Steady rests using stumps,
tripods, bayonets, sandbags, andevencarcasseswereused.
Simultaneous firing by multiple marksmenwas done, espe-
cially at long range as when Virginia sharpshooters killed
General James Mulligan in July 1864. Firing was done
through loopholes in embankments, sometimes using mir-
rors. Men fired obliquely to avoid direct frontal exposure.
The concept of individual marksmen acting independently
and choosing their own positions was followed more fre-
quently as the war progressed. As with many other disci-
plinesinthewar, i.e., trains, telegraph, medicine, etc, sharp-
shootingwasalsoadevelopingscience.

Abrief, albeitnotcomprehensive, review of some of
thecastofcharactersisinorder. Generally, sharpshootersin
the Union army (Figure 4) were better organized and had
more formal tactical training, but an innate skill with
firearms was more prevalent in the Confederate armies.
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StillwiththeIICorps, CaptainSaunderswaskilledin
the West Woods action at Sharpsburg on September 17,
1862, in the battle of Antietam, when the 15th
MassachusettsRegimentreceiveddevastatingfirefromfront,
flank, and rear from the brigades of Semmes, Early, and
Barksdale. Here, within20minutes, 33015thMassachusetts
men had fallen, 75 killed and 255 wounded. Lieutenant
Bicknell described vividly “the Hell of Antietam .

darknessandsmokeincreasedtill, withadeafeningroar, a Figurel3.Capt.JackSaunders’FieldGlasswithinscription“Capt.

CrookstoCapt.JackSaunders”andMasonicsymbol(Author’s
broadsheetofflameleapedacrossthestonewall. . . 350out Collection).

of 45 sharpshooters down on my left—450 of the 15th
Mass. fallenonmyright.” ? Saunderswasshotthrough the
heart as his First Company Massachusetts Sharpshooters
werenearlydecimated, manycarryingtheirheaviesasskir-
mishers. HecarriedaColtM1860armyrevolver, inscribed
onthebackstrap, “ToJackSaunders, Boston, Mass” (Figures
11and12)andhisfieldglass, inscribedonthetube, “Capt.
Crook to Capt. Jack Saunders” with a Masonic emblem
(Figure 13). ItisclaimedbyLieutenantBicknellinhisunit
history that Saunders was actually shot by an “artificer”
(craftsman)whoatYorktownrefusedtogointolineofbat-

tle as he was hired only to “keep the heavies in working

order,”4

and was punished by Saunders by being literally
tiedtoatreeforanextendedperiod. Afterthispunishment,

he vowed that “Captain Saunders should die for this.” 1
believethathiscauseofhisdeathmustremainspeculative,
despite eyewitnessaccounts, becauseofthe witheringfire
beingreceived by the 15th Massachusetts Regimentatthe

time(Figures14and15 ).

Figurell.Capt.JackSaunders’Colt‘60
ArmyRevolver(Author’sCollection). Figure1l4.15thMass.“WoundedLion”Monumentmarksforward
positioninWestWoods,Sharpsburg.

HEAVYBENCHRESTTARGETRIFLES

Telescopedandglobe-sightedheavy-barreltargetrifles,
many privately owned and made by Northeast gunsmiths,
were used throughout the American Civil War, especially
early in the Peninsula Campaign beginning at Yorktown.
They varied with the maker and were of widely different
weights, asindicatedinthediscussionaboveontheAndrew
Sharpshooters. Many of these rifles were used throughout
thewarbyBerdan’sand Andrew’ssharpshootersand many
smallerunits. Brady’sMichiganderscarried 16-poundrifles.
Their use was moderately and gradually decreased despite

Figurel2.Backstrapinscription“ToCapt.SaundersBoston,Mass”
(Author’sCollection). their superior accuracy, as the rate of fire was slow with
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Figure18.G.H.Ferris(Utica,NY)benchresttargetrifle(Author’sCollection).

NewHampshire), D. H. Hilliard(Cornish, NewHampshire),
and W. Billinghurst (Rochester, New York), are representa-
tiveofotherheaviesmadebyNortheastgunsmithsthatmay
have been carried to war as personal weapons by sharp-
shooters. Winslow Homer’s woodcut (Figure 21), repro-

Figure19.CharlesV.Ramsdell(Bangor,ME)targetrifle(Author’sCollection).

ducedinHarper’sWeeklyin 1862, illustratesaUnionsharp-
shooter perched in a tree with his heavy target rifle. The
subjectisthoughtto possiblybeamemberof CompanyD,
Berdan’sSecondUSSS, squintingthroughthe4-powerscope
ofaRamsdell or Morgan James rifle near Yorktown in the
PeninsulaCampaign. Homerconfidedthatsharpshooting, to
him, was“asnearmurderasanythinglevercouldthinkofin
connectionwiththearmyandIalwayshadahorrorofthat
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Figure20.GeorgeO.Leonard(Keene,NH),D.H.Hilliard(Cornish,NH)andW.Billinghurst
(Rochester,NY)heavybenchrestrifles(Author’sCollection).

branchoftheservice,” > aftersightingaConfederate officer
through a sharpshooter’s scope. The First and Second
Companies of Massachusetts sharpshooters fought at
Ziegler’s Grove and Cemetery Ridge at Gettysburg (Figures
22and?23), somestillusingheavies.

Figure21.WinslowHomer’s“AOPSharpshooteronPicketDuty”
(Author’sCollection).

Figure22.Ziegler’sGrove,CemeteryRidge,Gettysburg. Figure23.2ndCo.Mass.SharpshootersMonumentatGettysburg.
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Figure27.A2ndUSSSwithhis“heavy.”

breechloaders despite Chief of
Ordnance James Ripley’s preference for M1861
Springfields. TheColtriflesweresupportedbyPresident
LincolnandpushedbyColtsecretaryHughHarbison, atacost
of $45 each. These hada 5-shot cylinder and weighed 10.5
poundswhenloaded. Thethree-leafrearsightisgraduatedto
100, 300, and600yards. Thesharpshooters’ opinionofthem

wasfarfromenthusi-
astic. Wyman$S. Whitewrote, “They
werefive-chamberedbreechloaders, veryprettytolookat,
butuponexaminationandtestingtheywerefoundinaccurate
andunreliable, pronetogetoutoforderandevendangerous
totheuser.” 7 Theirdisadvantages(Figure?32), asoutlinedina
SecondUSSS’sletter, includedbeingtoolight(9#50z.)forthe
size and weight of the ball; small shavings of lead and fire
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Figure28.Sharpshootersusinga“heavy”withbayonetrestanda
Sharpsrifle(“AGoodShot”’byDaleGallon,courtesyofGallon
HistoricalArt,Gettysburg,PA).

escapingthebreechandinjuringthefaceandneck; multiple
cylindersfiringsimultaneously, severingforefingersorthumb;
burstingofthecylinderorbarrelbreech; anddifficultyinmain-
tainingandcleaningtherifle.
TheywerefirstusedatYorktown, Virginia, onApril5,
1861 (Figure 33), to silence artillery crews. On April 11,
menofCompanyE FirstUSSS, usingColts, werethefirstUS

Figure29.U.S.HallM1819ConversionRifle(Author’s
Collection).

Figure30.MartialColt.56caliber
RevolvingRifle(Author’sCollection).
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Figure32.DisadvantagesofColt
RevolvingRifle.

Figure31.Asharpshooterwith

hisColt.56caliberRevolving

Rifle.

unittodownan enemy aircraft, a Confederate observation
balloon. OnApril30, sharpshootersfiredColtsrepeatedlyat
sandbags around a cannon muzzle, fouling the bore and
exploding the gun. Lieutenant Colonel William Ripley
(Vermont Company First USSS) said, “Gun after gun was
silencedandabandonedastheUSSS’sskillatlongrangedid
greatharmto the rebels.” In mid-May and June 1862, they
relinquishedtheirColtriflesfinally. Manyofthemwereused
bythe21stOhiolnfantryandtheSecond, Third, andFourth
Michigan cavalry from mid-1862 until 1864. Between
January1861andJune1866, 4612Coltrevolvingrifleswere
ordnancepurchasedin.506caliber.

SHARPSM1859BERDAN’SSHARPSRIFLES

The promised special-order Sharps rifles (Figures 34
and 35) were finally issued to the First USSS on May 8,
1861, and to the Second USSS on June 1, 1861. Truman
Head, also known as “California Joe” (Figure 36), had
broughthisownSharpsriflewithsingletriggerandsword
bayonettothePeninsulainthespringof 1862, whichled
toanenthusiasmamonghiscomradesforthe Sharpsrifle.
Eventually, theOrdnanceDepartmentpurchased2000spe-
cial-orderSharpsrifleswithdouble-settriggersandangular
socketbayonets. Manywerealsousedwithsingletriggers.
They were sighted to 800 yards and could reliably hit a
man-sized target at 400+ yards with their .52 caliber pro-
jectile. Their advantages (Figure 37) included rapidity of
fire (10shots/minutebyatrainedmarksman); beingeasily
loadedintheproneposition; lightweight(8#80z.); rugged
design and simple function; a safer improved gas seal; a
self-contained pellet primer (but of questionable reliabil-
ity); andtheywereeasilydisarmedbyremovingtheblock
ifcapturewasimminent. Adisadvantagewasthat, despite
carrying 60+ rounds, these were often depleted as at
MalvernHill, andthese.52caliberrounds(alinencartridge
with 160grains(gr)ofpowderanda450-grainleadbullet,
withamuzzlevelocityof1068feetpersecond[fps]), were
sometimes difficult to replace relative to .58 caliber car-
tridges.

Figure33.RelicColt.56caliberRevolvingRifledugat1stUSSScampnearYorktown(ex.LewisLeighcollection).
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Figure44.2ndUSSSMonumentsouthofMiller’sCornfield,
Sharpsburg.

rifles for Sharps and Merrill rifles (as per Gary Yee, and
EdwinCoddington, inhisTheGettysburgCampaign). *® The
Sixth Michigan carried themat Port Hudson, Louisiana. An
unknown number were issued to the US Marines (serial
#8992in the Marine Corps Museum beingidentical to this
example).

SPRINGFIELDM 1861 ANDM1863RIFLEMUSKETS

The M1861 and M1863 Springfield rifle muskets
(Figure 46) and P1853 Enfields were the most frequently
used sharpshooter weapons. With either, a competent
marksmancouldhitaman-sizedtargetat300yards, perhaps
500yardsforanexceptionalmarksman. Firinga.58caliber
Minie-ball and weighing 10 pounds 4 ounces, most
Springfields had flip-up rear sights to 100, 300, and 500

Figure45.MartiallymarkedMerrillRifle(Author’sCollection).

Pennsylvania Infantry of the 42nd Pennsylvania Reserves
outofBerdan’sstashinWashington, DC, for2years), some
independentNew YorkSharpshooters(the54thNew York
armedflankcompanieswith200Sharpsriflesin1862)and
anumberoftroopsintheNinthand11thConnecticut.

MERRILLRIFLE

SmallnumbersofMerrillrifleswereissued toindivid-
ual sharpshooters in the Seventh and 10th Michigan, the
First Company of Massachusetts Sharpshooters and the
FourthArkansas. This.54caliberbreechloadingrifle(Figure
45), witha33-inchbarrel, withthe stock cartouched with
“ZB” forZaddockButt, wasoneofthe770Merrillriflespur-
chasedbyUSOrdnanceduringtheCivilWar. Theriflehasa
tallfrontblade sightandatwo-leaffoldingrearsightgradu-
ated to 500 yards. The only regiment entirely armed with
them was the 21st Indiana. Many surviving Andrew’s
Sharpshooters after Antietam exchanged their heavy-target

yards, whereas Enfields hadladder sights graduated to 900
yards. Hiram Berdan initially requested Springfields in mid-
July 1861. In August 1861, Thomas Kane’s Bucktails (13th
Pennsylvania Regiment), determined to enter service as a
rifle regiment, accepted Springfield and Enfield rifle mus-
kets, replacedlyearlaterbydouble-settriggerSharpsrifles.

TheirsuperiormarksmanshipwiththeirSpringfieldswasshown

Figure46.SpringfieldM1861RifleMusket(Author’sCollection).
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Figure57.Whitworthriflewithironsights(Author’sCollection).

Firearms, RoyMarcotstates, “Thefirstrecordedshipmentof
these Spencer Repeaters took place . . . on February 19th,
1863. MajorP.V. Hagner, Ordnancelnspectorofcontractarms,
sent his first Spencer army rifles to the Columbus, Ohio,
Arsenal. Inturn, these were issued to the Sth, 6th and Sth
IndependentCompaniesofOhioSharpsooters.” '7 Thesewere
usedmoreforpicketdutythanlong-rangesnipingduetotheir
relativelyshorteffectiverangeofperhaps300+yards, andtheir
reliability and high rate of fire. Late in the wararate of 15
aimedshotsperminutewaspossiblewithpreloadedmagazine
tubes. TheUnionalsoarmedmanydivision-levelsharpshooters
with Spencers, especially flank companies of regiments like
theFifthWisconsinandskirmishersinthe37thMassachusetts
and 15th NewJersey. The Bucktails (13th Regimentof42nd
PennsylvaniaReserves)wereissuedSpencersin August 1864,
to replace Sharps rifles from the Berdan contract, issued in
August 1862. Pennsylvania Reserves Sergeant George Darby
recalled, “AtRobinson’sFarm[Spotsylvania]. . . arebelsharp-
shooterhadlocatedhimselfinapinetree. . . whereupontwo
oftheBucktailsweredispatchedwiththeirSpencerstodothe
job, andtheysoonbroughtJohnnyRebtotermsbyshooting
himdeadfromhisroostinthepine.” 18 Inlate1863, afterlearn-
ingaboutGeneralGeorgeCuster’ssuccessonEastCavalryfield

at Gettysburg, Hiram Berdan sought Spencers for a new
brigade of sharpshooters. This never happened, as Berdan
entered convalescence and never regained command. The
First Battalion of Ohio Sharpshooters successfully fought
Confederate marksmen who had decimated Union wagon
trains on the bank of the Tennessee River at Raccoon
Mountain. In a letter to Spencer Rifle Company, Captain
GershamBarberwrote, “[we]hadanopportunitytotestour
rifles with the rebel sharpshooters. . . [who] played havoc
withourteamsanddrivers. . . the18thKY, armedwiththe
Enfieldrifle. . . hadnoeffectontheenemy. . . Thefirst
day. . . wedrove themfromeverypositionontheriver; we
foundbyactualtrialthatourgunshadlongerrangeandgreater
accuracy. Weseldom missedat700yards.” ' Thisinstanceis
interesting, astherangeoftheEnfieldgenerallyexceedsthatof
theSpencerrifle. The57thMassachusettsformedcompanies
into sharpshooters armed initially with Springfields early in
1864, theninJulywithSpencerriflespurchasedbythestate.
Two companies of the 27th Michigan also carried Spencers.
Even Confederate sharpshooter BerryBenson, inMcGowan’s
Brigade, utilizedacapturedSpencerrifleonMarch27, 1865, at
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Mcllwaine’s Hill in a failed attempt to repulse a charge at
Petersburg.

WHITWORTHRIFLE

Designed by Sir Joseph Whitworth, Britain’s foremost
mechanical engineerand metallurgist, c. 1854t0 1858, the
‘Whitworth rifle was arguably the most accurate shoulder-
firedrifleofitstime, silencingartillerycrewsandofficersat
1200to1500yards. However, despitemanyanecdotalstories
aboutkills at extreme ranges, i.e., more than 1200to 1500
yards, manyofthesemayhavebeentheresultofgroupedtire
by multiple sharpshooters firing simultaneously. It fired a
.451caliberbulletthroughahexagonalborewithoneturnin
20inches, usingalong530grbulletwithalongaspectratio
(.445by1.45inches, oralength2.5timesitsdiameter), giv-
ing it excellent long-range ballistic stability. With a muzzle
velocity of approximately 1200 fps, at 1000 yards a bullet
wouldhitinapproximately4secondswitharelativelyflattra-
jectory. MostbulletsusedbytheConfederateswereround, as
evidencedby the digging of 6 hexagonaland 30 cylindrical
relicbulletsatthesiteofaDalton, Georgia, competitionby
Patrick Cleburne’sSharpshooters. Theunscoped Whitworth
(Figure 57) had arearladder sight graduated to 1200 yards
andafront globed sight (Figure 58) with a windage adjust-
ment. Approximately50(somesay 100)ofthe perhaps250
Whitworthsimportedtothe Confederacywerefittedwitha
Davidson telescopic sight, a 14.5-inch 4-power steelscope.

Figure58.Whitworthrearsightgraduatedto1,200yards;front
globedsightwithwindageadjustment.
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KERRPATENTLONDONARMOURYCO. ENFIELDRIFLE

The Kerr rifle (Figure 66), similarinexternal appear-
ancetotheWhitworth, wasdesignedbyJamesKerr, London
ArmouryCompany’sSuperintendent. Thisexampleisserial
number649 (the highestknownis800). The37-inch, .451
caliber barrel has patented 6-groove rifling, the pitch of
whichisminimalatthebreechbutincreasesabouthalf-way
tooneturnin20inches, 2* aratchetformwithoutangles, as
thedeeperpartofthegrooveisonthesidefromwhichthe
bulletturns. The530grbulletiscylindrical, .446inchdiam-
eter, withupto82grfine powder. The muzzleiscounter-
sunk, notunlike the Whitworth. The ramrod hasaremov-
ablebrasstipandisslightlycuppedandslottedandknurled
foruseasacleaningrod. Thisisusefulastherifleiseasily
fouled. EdwardP. Thompson, OrphanBrigade, stated, “The

Kerrrifle. . . couldkillat[a] distanceofamile [perhapsa
Figure66.LondonArmouryCo.Kerr
PatentEnfieldrifle(Author’sCollection).

bitexaggerated]. . . requiringaparticularpowder. . . the

use of ordinary powder made it necessarytoswab out the
% Healso described

howthe 10bestmarksmeninabrigade matchwereissued

barrel after every fourth or fifth shot.”

Kerr rifles. The rear sight is similar to that of a standard
Enfield, butgraduatedto 1200 yards. Josiah Gorgas’ state-
mentofFebruary3, 1863, (intheOfficialRecords), includes
20 “smallbore” Enfields. ThepapersofLondon-basedColin
McRae indicate that the rifles bought by Huse were Kerr
rifles from London Armoury Company and purchased
through Sinclair, Hamilton & Company. The example in
Figure66issomarked. PatrickCleburne’sdivisionreceived
10 Kerrrifles, with 30 Whitworths, atthe openingofthe
Atlanta campaign and 16 Kerrs at Dalton, Georgia, before
theNorthGeorgiacampaign. TheKentuckyOrphanBrigade
obtained11Kerrriflesinthewinterof1864, giventoMajor
General John Breckinridge by an English friend and pre-
sented to his old command. 2 After General Leonidas (the
Bishop)PolkwaskilledbyFifthIndianaArtilleryinMarietta,
Georgia, Lieutenant George Burton’s Sharpshooters killed
%7 Another
similar.451caliberBritishmatchrifle, byThomasTurnerof

their Captain Peter Simonson using Kerr rifles.

Birmingham, was imported in small numbers, some with
Turner’s5-grooveriflingandsomewith Whitworth’shexag-
onalrifling. AfewNuthall, Daw, Jacob, andLancasterrifles
werealsoused.
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A real oddity is an apparently double rear-sighted Kerr
rifleshowninthe handsofamarksmannamedSalvin (Figure
67). Superblyaccuratearms, onlythehugecost(approximately
$1000 US for the Whitworth rifle, including the Davidson
scope, accoutrements and 1000 rounds %), and the effective-
ness of the Confederate ports precludedimportation of more
‘WhitworthandKerrpatentriflesintotheConfederacy.

LORDBURYSCOPE

LordBury, whoeditedRiflingandRifleSights forthe
BritishNRAin 1864, designedtheLordBuryScope (Figure
68)10 %/,~inchlong(31 3/, inchesfullyextended)telescope,
c. 1860, whichwasrecommendedbySitJosephWhitworth,
JamesKerr, Jacob, andDawforusewiththeirsharpshooter
rifles and used by Confederate sharpshooters. The optics
weresuperiortotheFrenchatthistime. Thescopeis20-to-

Figure67.MarksmanSalvinwithdoublerear-sightedKerrpatent
rifle(BillAdamsCollection).
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Figure77.Swinburn&SonjJacobRifle(Author’sCollection).

Figure78.JacobRifleProjectiles,explosiveandsolid.

(1864), whichseemstodescribetheJacobrifleandpossibly
itsexplodingbulletsveryaccurately: “Therebels, too, were
goodshots. Therewasone manwhowasasourceofgreat
annoyancetous, andmanyagoodfellowwilltestifytohis
existencebyshowingaverypeculiaranduglywoundinleg
orarm. Heusedadouble-barreledshotgun, ofEnglishmake,
withaborelargeenoughtoadmitaballweighinganounce
andahalf. . . hedisabledmenstandingmorethan 3/, mile
off.”3* GarryJamesmentionsthatthisisinterestinginthat, “it

was described as ‘double-barreled,’ it is hitting targets at
greatdistancesand causingwoundsdifferentenoughtobe
remarkeduponbytheauthor, andthebulletsaredescribed
asproducinga ‘hum,” towhichIcanpersonallyattestasI
haveheardthatverysounddistinctlyfrombulletsfiredinmy
ownJacobrifle.” % AccordingtoBill Adamsin Connecticut,
Jacob rifles were known to have been captured from
Confederate sharpshooters. John Eaton Cooke, a
Confederate Ordnance officer, describeda Captain Darnell
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using one “with explosive balls” at Cold Harbor. Fed Roy
reportedanaccountofChaplainofBerdan’sSharpshooters,
LorenzoBarber, usingadouble-barreledJacobriflewithone
loadedwithbuckshotandthe otherwithasolid projectile.
The Jacob bayonet, notthought to have been used in the
Confederacy, hasa30-inchbladeandanelaboratehiltwitha
scrollcut-outguard. Thegripsarecheckeredleatherriveted
tothetangasintheEnfieldP1853swordbayonet. Thequil-
lionhastheunusualdoubleholesforthetwobarrels. Thisis
amostuniquearm, usedbyonlyaveryfewsharpshooters.

CONCLUSION

Ihaveattemptedtoshowanumberofthevariedarms
usedbysharpshootersinthe Unionand Confederateforces
intheWarBetweentheStatesandhowtheyweresuitedfor
the purpose of sharpshooting as it was defined in that
period. Wehonorthe courageandskillofthese mentoday
bypreservingandstudyingtheweaponstheyusedaswellas
thehallowedgroundonwhichtheyfought. Ileaveyouwith
aquotefromMajorGeneralRegisde Trobriand, Armyofthe
Potomac, concerning the nature of sharpshooting: “Of all
knownkindsofhunting, thatofmanbymaniscertainlythe
most exciting. Itissuperiortoallothers, inbeinga strife
betweenintelligences of the same nature, with equalarms
andequaldangers. Thusthepowersbothofmindandbody
areputinplay, andaredevelopedwithanardorcuriousto
study.” Comfortingthought, isn’tit? Evenmoredisturbingis
the following observation by Vermont Lieutenant Colonel
WilliamRipley, USSS: “Sharpshootingisthesquirrelhunting
ofwar; itiswonderful to see how self-forgetful the marks-
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mangrows-withsportsmanlikeeyesheseeksoutthegrander
game, andwithcoolnessandaccuracyhebringsitdown. At

the moment he grows utterly indifferent to human life or
human suffering, and seems intent only on cruelty and
destruction; tomakeagoodshotandhithisman, bringsfor

3¢ Butthe
courageinveryexposedpositionsandthededicationofthe

the time beingafeeling ofimmense satisfaction.”

sharpshootersintheirroleasforce multipliersintheartof
warfaremustbeadmired.
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