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Napolean Bonaparte is regarded as one of the world's

great military commanders. One of his great strengths (and

perhaps his great weakness as well) was his phenomenal

attention to detail. He desired that the officers of his Guard

be armed, not only with functional pistols, but with pistols

of great aesthetic merit as well. Many of these pistols were

specifically designed for the Guard by the master gunsmith,

Nicolas-Noël Boutet (1761-1833), Directeur-Artiste de la

manufacture de Versailles (Figure 1).

This paper will look at the structure of Napoleon’s

Guard and how its officer class operated using pistols for

personal defense during command. Specific flintlock pistols

both regulation and private purchase, were used by officers.

Robert E. Brooker in his talk given to the Canadian Guild of

Historical Arms Collectors at Toronto in 1992 (on French

military pistols 1600-1892) stated that: “Officers generally

provided their own pistols, sometimes a civilian pattern or

often a civil gunsmith produced an enhanced version of a

‘troop pattern.’ Boutet produced a special enhanced version

of the Model 9 pistol for officers, but it is not known for

what service branch it was designed.

Since its basic form is of the model year 9, which was

issued to the cavalry of the Guard, this special Boutet design

could have been used by senior officers of Napoleon’s

Chasseurs A Cheval who escorted him during his campaigns.

This model could apply to the Grenadiers A Cheval, the

Gendarmes D’ Ordonnance, or any other guard cavalry unit;

however, most experts do not know. It is the only example

I have identified and none other has come to light.

Mr. Brooker further states that government issue pis-

tols were paid for by reimbursing the regimental Colonel

who was authorized to acquire them or contract directly

with gunmakers or individuals. One such gunmaker was

Nicolas Boutet, Director of Arms Manufacturing at Versailles,

who produced them with characteristics relating to specific

officer ranks within the Imperial Guard. This Boutet refer-

ence is entirely my observation and conclusion relative to

some unusual variations which have come to light. I quote

Haythornthwaite:

“Most cavalry men carried one or two pistols in their

holsters at the front of the saddle, though their effectiveness

in combat was virtually nil; in general the pistol was more of

an encumbrance than an asset especially if it required a dif-

ferent caliber of ammunition from the carbine.”

He goes on to say that the pistol’s range in combat was

very limited; at close range, the sword was more effective.

Haythornthwaite relates the reflection of an experienced

cavalry officer’s statement: “We never saw a pistol made use

of except to shoot a glandered horse.” One can speculate

why these deluxe officer’s pistols have so many advanced

Officers’ Pistols of Napoleon’s Consular and Imperial Guard: 1799-1815

By Dean Taylor

Figure 1. Nicolas Noel Boutet—Director Manufacture D’Armes de
Versailles (1761-1833).
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s h o oti n g  f e at ur e s. F e at ur e s  s u c h  a s  p ol y- gr o o v e  rifli n g,

a dj u st a bl e r e ar si g ht s, a n d tri g g er s w o ul d s u g g e st a n a c c ur at e

a n d  m o st  s eri o u s  killi n g  i nt e nt. B ef or e  1 8 0 5,  m a n y  m o d el s

w er e d e si g n at e d b y a n e w R e p u bli c a n c al e n d ar w hi c h w a s

pr o cl ai m e d i n S e pt. 1 7 9 2 a n d d e cr e e d N o v e m b er 1 7 9 3.  O n

N o v e m b er 2 4 t h, 1 7 9 3 a d e cr e e w a s a n n o u n c e d b y t h e g o v-

er n m e nt  t o  a d o pt  a  n e w  R e p u bli c a n  c al e n d ar.  T hi s  n e w

c al e n d ar  r e pl a c e d  t h e  Gr e g ori a n  c al e n d ar. It s  b e gi n ni n g

w a s  S e pt e m b e r  2 2 n d , 1 7 9 2, t h e  P r o cl a m ati o n  of  t h e

R e p u bli c.

A N II — S e pt. 2 2, 1 7 9 3 — 9 4

A N III — S e pt. 2 2, 1 7 9 4 — 9 5

A N I V — S e pt. 2 3, 1 7 9 5 — 9 6

A N V — S e pt. 2 2, 1 7 9 6 — 9 7

A N VI — S e pt. 2 2, 1 7 9 7 — 9 8

A N VII — S e pt. 2 2, 1 7 9 8 — 9 9

A N VIII — S e pt. 2 3, 1 7 9 9 — 1 8 0 0

A N I X — S e pt. 2 3, 1 8 0 0 — 0 1

A N X — S e pt. 2 3, 1 8 0 1 — 0 2

A N XI — S e pt. 2 3, 1 8 0 2 — 0 3

A N XII — S e pt. 2 4, 1 8 0 3 — 0 4

A N XIII — S e pt. 2 3, 1 8 0 4 — 0 5

A N XI V — S e pt. 2 3, 1 8 0 5 — D e c. 2 2, 1 8 0 5

At t h e e n d of t hi s p eri o d, t h e Gr e g ori a n c al e n d ar b y d e cr e e

w a s r e st or e d o n D e c e m b er 2 2 n d , 1 8 0 5.

B o ut et’s  pr o d u cti o n  s p a n n e d  s e v er al  y e ar s  a n d  i nt er-

a ct e d wit h s e v e n g o v er n m e nt s. Fi g ur e 2 s h o w s t h e e xt e nt of

hi s d e si g n i nfl u e n c e o n Fr e n c h g u n m a ki n g.

It  i s  i nt er e sti n g  t o  n ot e  t h at  Ni c ol a s’ f at h er,  N o el

B o ut et,  w or k e d f or Ki n g L o ui s X VI d e si g ni n g a n d f a bri c ati n g

pi st ol s ( Fi g ur e 3) f or hi s h or s e s ol di er s ( C h e v a u- L e g er s d e l a

M ai s o n d u R oi).

A n ot h er i nt er e sti n g p air of pi st ol s ( Fi g ur e 4) t ur n e d u p

i n t h e 1 9 7 0’s s ol d b y C alif or ni a d e al er,  Art h ur Yat e s,  w hi c h

c o ul d  p o s si bl y  b e  o n e  of  N o el  B o ut et’s  e arl y  f a bri c ati o n s

( cir c a 1 7 8 0).  T hi s i s a n a s s u m pti o n o n m y p art b a s e d o n i nt u-

iti v e r el ati o n s hi p s a n d I a w ait n e w i n p ut fr o m ot h er s c h ol ar s

t o a d d i nf or m ati o n t o m y c o n cl u si o n s.

W hil e N a p ol e o n ( Fi g ur e 5) w a s i n c a m p ai g n i n E g y pt

1 7 9 8  i m m e di at el y  aft er  h a vi n g  d ef e at e d  t h e  M a m el u k e s  at

t h e “ B attl e of t h e P yr a mi d s ”, h e r e c ei v e d n e w s t h at t h e c ur-

r e nt g o v er n m e nt ( T h e Dir e ct or y) w a s i n a tr o u bli n g p oliti c al

sit u ati o n.  H e  pr o m ptl y  r et ur n e d  t o  Fr a n c e  a n d  al o n g  wit h

A b b e  Si e y e s,  Tall e yr a n d  a n d  F o u c h e, h e  o v ert hr e w  t h e

Dir e ct or y a n d b e c a m e el e ct e d Fir st C o n s ul.

N a p ol e o n, b ei n g i m pr e s s e d wit h Ni c ol a s B o ut et’s e ar-

li er  w or k  a n d  cr aft s m a n s hi p, i n  1 8 0 0  gr a nt e d  t o  hi m  a n

ei g ht e e n y e ar c o n c e s si o n at V er s aill e s.  T h u s b e g a n B o ut et’s

r e s p o n si bilit y  t o  pr o vi d e  offi c er’s  pi st ol s  f or  t h e  C o n s ul ar

G u ar d ( Fi g ur e 6).

B o ut et pr o d u c e d m a n y v ari ati o n s of m u s k et s a n d m u s-

k et o o n s d uri n g t hi s C o n s ul ar p eri o d.  T hi s, h o w e v er, i s o ut-

si d e  of  t h e  f o c u s  f or  t hi s  t al k  a n d  c o ul d  b e  c o v er e d  i n

a n ot h er t al k f or t h e S o ci et y i n t h e f ut ur e.  T h e offi c er s of t h e

C o n s ul ar G u ar d r e q uir e d pi st ol s ( Fi g ur e 7) f or t h e b elt a n d

h or s e s a d dl e h ol st er s.

I n 1 7 9 5, t h e Mi ni st er of War,  D u B a y et, or d er e d s p e ci al

w e a p o n s ( Fi g ur e s 8 a n d 9) f or t h e g u ar d s a n d f or pr e s e nt a-

ti o n t o m e n di sti n g ui s h e d o n t h e b attl e fi el d.  T h e s e w er e i ni-

ti all y  m u s k et s  a n d  m u s k et o o n s  b ut  I  b eli e v e  s o m e  s p e cifi c

pi st ol s w er e f a bri c at e d b y B o ut et f or t hi s s a m e f u n cti o n of

pr e s e nt ati o n.  T h e s e w er e v ari ati o n s of t h e b a si c r e g ul ati o n

p att er n h a vi n g sil v er f ur nit ur e i n st e a d of br a s s.  T h e o v er all

f or m w a s li g ht e n e d b ei n g l e s s b ul k y a n d o bt ai n e d t h e a d di-

ti o n of c h e c k eri n g o n t h e gri p a s w ell a s or n a m e nt al d et ail

o n t h e fr o nt b arr el b a n d a n d b utt; t h u s a n o v er all el e g a n c e

f or  a  milit ar y  pi st ol  w a s  a c hi e v e d.  T hi s  w a s  tr ul y  a  pi st ol

si d e ar m f or a n offi c er.

Fi g u r e 2. T hi s c h a rt d e m o n st r at e s t h e st r u ct u r e of t h e v a ri o u s F r e n c h g o v e r n m e nt s w hi c h i nfl u e n c e d B o ut et’ s o p e r ati o n s a n d p r o d u cti o n.
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Fi g u r e 3. P ai r of e a rl y h o r s e pi st ol s b y N o el B o ut et ( 1 7 7 0- 1 7 7 5 )
P e ri o d. L o c k pl at e e n g r a v e d “ B o ut et A R e r O R r e D u R o y V e r s aill e s ”.

Fi g u r e 4. A p o s si bl e e a rl y p ai r of Offi c e r’ s h o r s e pi st ol s m a d e b y
N o el B o ut et ( 1 7 2 8- 1 7 8 0 ) “ A r q u e b u si e r D e s C h e v a u- L e g e r s
( V e r s aill e s ) ”.
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Fi g u r e 5. “ B o n a p a rt e a s Fi r st C o n s ul ” b y
J e a n A u g u st e D o mi ni q u e (I n g r e s 1 8 0 4,
M u s e e D e s B e a u x A rt s ).

Fi g u r e 6. N a p ol e o n 1 st C o n s ul wit h V e r s aill e s C o n s ul a r D r a g o o n,
offi c e r’ s m o d el s ci r c a 1 8 0 0 ( b y I s a b e y ).

Fi g u r e 7. B o ut et V e r s aill e s b elt pi st ol — p ri v at e p u r c h a s e, e a rl y
C o n s ul at e P e ri o d. A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.

Fi g u r e 9. S p e ci al sil v e r m o u nt e d p ai r of s p e ci al A N I X h o r s e h ol st e r
pi st ol s b y B o ut et — “ M A N Uf r e Nl e a V e r s aill e s ”, L e s A r q u e b u si e r s d e
F r a n c e N o. 3 4, 1 9 6 9.

Fi g u r e 8. P ai r of M o d el A N I X’ s b y B o ut et — “ M r e Nl e a V e r s aill e s ” b r a s s m o u nt e d, M u s e e d e
L’ E m p e ri, S al o n- d e- P r o v e n c e, B r u n o n c oll e cti o n B o b B r o o k e r, p h ot o, A r c hi v e s.
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T h e s e  s p e ci al  pi st ol s  w e r e  k n o w n  a s  “ A r m s  of

H o n or ”.  Al s o d uri n g t h e C o n s ul at e,  m a n y el e g a nt a n d b e a u-

tif ul  pr e s e nt ati o n  s et s  of  pi st ol s  w er e  gi v e n  b y  t h e  Fir st

C o n s ul or hi s r e pr e s e nt ati v e s t o offi c er s a s r e w ar d s f or mil-

it ar y v al or.  Ot h er pi st ol t y p e s w er e d e s cri b e d a s “ Ar m s of

R e c o m p e n c e ” ( Fi g ur e  1 0).  B o ut et  d e si g n e d  a n d  m a n uf a c-

t ur e d m a n y v ar yi n g gr a d e s of o v er all f or m a n d or n a m e nt a-

ti o n; t h e  m o st  pl ai n  v er si o n s  e x hi bit  e x q ui sit e  f or m  a n d

att e nti o n t o d et ail.

I n m y c oll e cti o n i s a m o st el e g a nt e x a m pl e of a n Ar m

D’ R e c o m p e n c e  ( Fi g ur e  1 1).  T h e y  ar e  a  p air  a n d  w er e

pr e s e nt e d  e arl y  d uri n g  t h e  C o n s ul at e

P eri o d.  T h eir y e ar of m a n uf a ct ur e b y

B o ut et  at  hi s  V er s aill e s  f a cilit y  w o ul d

b e  1 7 9 9.  B ot h  b a c k  str a p s  w er e

i nl a y e d  a n d  w o ul d  h a v e  a n  e n gr a v e d

sil v er pr e s e nt ati o n pl at e i nl ai d w hi c h

u nf ort u n at el y  i s  mi s si n g.  O v er all

l e n gt h  i s  1 33 ⁄8 wit h  8 1 ⁄2 o ct a g o n al

bl u e d p ol y gr o o v e rifli n g,  wit h “ B o ut et

Dir e ct e ur  Arti st e ” s cri pt  e n gr a vi n g

d o w n  t h e  mi d dl e  t o p  fl at.  T h e  l o c k-

pl at e  h a s  “ M a n uf a ct ur e  A  V er s aill e s ”

s cri pt  e n gr a v e d.  O n  br e e c h  t o p  i s

B o ut et’s  g ol d  o ct a g o n  st a m p  pl u s

“ N B ” a n d  “ L C ” g ol d  st a m p s, a n d  t h e y

h a v e “ s et ” tri g g er s.

T h e  C o n s ul at e  P eri o d  i n  Fr a n c e

w a s  1 7 9 9  t o  1 8 0 4  wit h  N a p ol e o n  a s

Fir st C o n s ul.  Aft er t h e c o u p d’ et at i n N o v e m b er, t h e g u ar d of

t h e  C o n s ul s  w a s  offi ci all y  cr e at e d  fr o m  t h e  g u ar d  of  t h e

Dir e ct or y  a n d  l e gi sl at ur e.  T h e  g u ar d  of  t h e  C o n s ul s  w a s

or g a ni z e d b y d e cr e e o n 1 3 Ni v o s e y e ar VIII (J a n. 3, 1 8 0 0). It s

m e m b er s  c o n si st e d  of  2 0 8 9  m e n, a  g e n er al  st aff, 5 0  m u si-

ci a n s  ( 1 ⁄2 f or  i nf a ntr y  a n d  1 ⁄2 f or  c a v alr y), t w o  b att ali o n s  of

gr e n a di er s, a  c o m p a n y  of  li g ht  i nf a ntr y, t w o  s q u a dr o n s  of

li g ht c a v alr y, o n e c o m p a n y of m o u nt e d c h a s s e ur s, a n d o n e

of  h or s e  artill er y. I n  1 8 0 2, t h e  n a m e  of  t h e  g u ar d  of  t h e

C o n s ul s w a s c h a n g e d t o t h e C o n s ul ar G u ar d b y N a p ol e o n.

T h e  f o ot  gr e n a di er s  of  t h e  C o n s ul ar  G u ar d  w a s  offi-

ci all y  f or m e d  fr o m  t h e  g u ar d s  of  t h e

Dir e ct or y  a n d  l e gi sl at ur e  o n  t h e  2 8 t h of

N o v e m b er, 1 7 9 9.  T h e s e offi c er s of i nf a ntr y

w o ul d  g e n er all y  c arr y  a  b elt  pi st ol  ( Fi g ur e

1 2)  i n  a  h ol st er  o n  t h e  ri g ht  or  l eft  of  t h e

w ai st  or  a  p air  i n  a  h ol st er  a s  p art  of  t h e

w ai st  b elt. S o m eti m e s  t h e s e  w o ul d  h a v e

ri g ht a n d l eft h a n d l o c k s s o t h e y w o ul d l a y

fl at o n t h e a b d o m e n.

A p air of pi st ol s s h o wi n g l eft a n d ri g ht

h a n d l o c k c h ar a ct eri sti c s w er e f a bri c at e d b y

“ P e ni et  A  P ari s ” ( Fi g ur e  1 3).  T h e s e  s m all er

b elt  pi st ol s  w er e  a  f a v orit e  wit h  C o n s ul ar

a n d  I m p eri al  G u ar d  i nf a ntr y  offi c er s.  T h e y

g e n er all y  w er e  pri v at el y  p ur c h a s e d  e x c e pt

f or  t h e  A N  9  g e n d ar m e  pi st ol  ( Fi g ur e  1 4),

w hi c h w a s r e g ul ati o n i s s u e.

Fir st C o n s ul N a p ol e o n e x c ell e d i n hi s

a d mi ni str ati v e  a bilit y  a n d  e x er ci s e d  p o w er

dili g e ntl y  bri n gi n g  a b o ut  m a n y  r ef or m s  i n

Fr a n c e.  H e  c e ntr ali z e d  p o w er, cr e at e d

Pr ef e ct s, a n d p atr o ni z e d t h e art s, gi vi n g s u p-
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Fi g u r e 1 1. Pi st ol s ( A r m e s d’ R e c o m p e n c e ) b y B o ut et ci r c a 1 7 9 9 — b a r r el s “ B o ut et Di r e ct e u r
A rti st e ”, l o c k pl at e “ M a n uf a ct u r e A V e r s aill e s ”, B a c k st r a p sil v e r p r e s e nt ati o n pl at e s mi s s-
i n g. A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.

Fi g u r e 1 0. Pi st ol s of R e c o m p e n c e b y B o ut et — b a r-
r el “ B o ut et Di r e ct e u r A rti st e ”, l o c k pl at e “ M A N uf
V e r s aill e s ”, G e n e Mill e r c oll e cti o n f o r m all y.
A S A C.
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p ort t o B o ut et’s w or k

at  V er s aill e s.  T h e

C o n s ul at e er a w a s a b u s y

ti m e  f or  B o ut et’s  e nt er pri s e  a s

m a n y  s p e ci al  pi st ol s  w er e  pr o d u c e d

f or s e ni or C o n s ul ar offi c er s t hr o u g h o ut

t h e C o n s ul ar G u ar d.  T h e s e i n cl u d e d t h e

C o n s ul ar Dr a g o o n s a n d M a m el u k e s.

I n  m y  c oll e cti o n  ar e  a  d el u x e  p air

( Fi g ur e  1 5)  of  C o n s ul ar  s e ni or  offi c er’s  pi st ol s  w hi c h  ar e

cir c a  1 8 0 1  a n d  ar e  r o u g hl y  6 2  c ali b er  wit h  p ol y gr o o v e

rifli n g.  T h e  l o c k pl at e  i s  e n gr a v e d  “ B o ut et  A  V er s aill e s ” a n d

utili z e s  a  s p e ci al  b arr el  b y  M er e y  D u m ar e s  of  St. Eti e n n e,

w hi c h h a v e n o br e e c h st a m p s b y B o ut et; B o ut et di d t h e b ar-

r el g ol d d e si g ni n g. Li k e hi s Li e g e arr a n g e m e nt s f or p art s t o

b e c o m pl et e d a n d fi ni s h e d at V er s aill e s, h e di d li k e wi s e wit h

t h e  b e st  b arr el s mit h s  at  T h e  M a n uf a ct ur e  R o y al e  D e  S ai nt

Eti e n n e.  T hi s p air h a v e e n gr a v e d sil v er f ur nit ur e

a n d e xt e n si v e sil v er wir e i nl a y w or k.  T h e o v er all

f or m of t h e p air i s C o n s ul at e p eri o d cir c a 1 8 0 1

a n d ar e t h e b e st d el u x e q u alit y f or C o n s ul ar offi-

c er’s pi st ol s.

O n  O ct o b er  1 3,  B o n a p art e  or d er e d  J e a n

R a p p t o or g a ni z e a s q u a dr o n of M a m el u k e s of

t h e Fir st C o n s ul. E a c h c o m p a n y n u m b er e d f o ur

offi c er s, a Fr e n c h tr o o p er, a n d 7 5 n ati v e h or s e m e n str ai g ht

fr o m E g y pt. E a c h tr o o p er c ar ri e d a c ar bi n e, a bl u n d er b u s s,

t w o br a c e s of pi st ol s (t w o o n b elt, t w o h or s e-t y p e), a s a b er,

d a g g er,  m a c e,  p o w d er h or n, b attl e a x e, a n d b a y o n et.  T hi s

ar m a m e nt b y C o n s ul ar d e cr e e of G er mi n al A N X ( A pril 1,

1 8 0 2)  c a m e  i nt o  eff e ct  i n  1 8 0 0.  T h e  M a m el u k e s  w er e

f or m e d i nt o 3 c o m p a ni e s of 1 0 0 m e n a pi e c e a n d i n 1 8 0 1

b e c a m e a si n gl e s q u a dr o n of 2 5 0 m e n.  B y 1 8 0 2, t h e y w er e

r e d u c e d  t o  1 5 5  m e n  a n d  1 3  offi c er s.  O n  D e c e m b er  2 5,

1 8 0 3  a  d e cr e e  or d er e d  t h e  M a m el u k e s  t o  f or m  a  si n gl e

c o m p a n y t o b e att a c h e d t o t h e “ C h a s s e ur s A C h e v al ”.

T h e f oll o wi n g m o d el d es cri pti o ns will c o v er M a m el u k e

C o ns ul ar v er si o ns a n d m a n y o v er all f or m a n d d et ails will c o n-

ti n u e  i nt o  t h e  I m p eri al  p ost- 1 8 0 4  p eri o d, f or  t h e  I m p eri al

G u ar d M a m el u k es.

B et w e e n  1 8 0 1  a n d  1 8 1 3, at  V er s aill e s, B o ut et  pr o-

d u c e d a n d d eli v er e d t o t h e M a m el u k e s 7 3

bl u n d er b u s s e s  a n d  5 0 3  s p e ci al  pi st ol s.

G e n er al  G a s s e n di  wr ot e  i n  1 8 0 9  a n d  I

q u ot e, “ T h e  fir e ar m s  of  t h e  G u ar d  ar e

i d e nti c al  wit h  t h o s e  of  t h e  li n e  e x c e pt

t h at  t h e y  ar e  m or e  hi g hl y  fi ni s h e d  at  a n

e xtr a c o st of 1 0 fr a n c s.” I h a v e n ot e d s u b-

tl e d e si g n c h a n g e s s u c h a s pr o p orti o n, fit-

m e nt, c h e c k eri n g, a n d  i d e ntifi c ati o n

e n gr a vi n g o n B o ut et’s V er s aill e s pi st ol s i n

c o m p ari s o n t o t h e li n e i s s u e d m o d el s A N

I X a n d A N XIII ( Fi g ur e 1 6).

C o n s ul ar M a m el u k e’s tr o o p er m o d el

b elt pi st ol ( Fi g ur e 1 7) c h ar a ct eri sti c s ar e

•  O v er all l e n gt h — 1 2 7 ⁄1 6 ” h alf- st o c k e d

• B arr el l e n gt h — 7 9 ⁄1 6 ”

•  All br a s s f ur nit ur e

• L o c k pl at e  m ar ki n g s  “ M a n uf  r e  A

V er s aill e s ” o v al st a m p,  C o nt ai ni n g a c a pi-

t al “ B ”.

• B arr el  br e e c h — o v al  c o nt ai ni n g  a n  “ L”,

“ B o ut et ” n a m e  i n  r e ct a n g ul ar  st a m p,

B o ut et’s  o ct a g o n al  “ N B ” st a m p, “ E nt  s e

B o ut et ” e n gr a v e d s cri pt st yl e.

•  C ali b er — 1 4, 5 m m s m o ot h b or e.

T hi s m o d el oft e n h a d a r o u n d b utt ri n g f or

s af e k e e pi n g d uri n g b attl e t h e s a m e a s t h e
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Fi g u r e 1 3. S m all b elt pi st ol s (l eft a n d ri g ht h a n d l o c k s ) b y “ P e ni et a P a ri s ”, B r u n et
c oll e cti o n. L’ A r m e a F e u p o rt ati v e f r a n c ai s e. M. C ott a z.

Fi g u r e 1 2. S m all c u st o m v e r si o n
of r e d u c e d si z e A N I X m o d el
offi c e r’ s pi st ol —l o c k pl at e
“ M A N r e I m p. A C h a rl e vill e ”. 
E x. a ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.
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h or s e m o d el. Pi st ol s w er e c arri e d u n d er a w ai st s c arf or s a s h

i n a t w o pi st ol h ol st er.

C o n s ul ar  M a m el u k e’s  tr o o p er  h or s e  m o d el  pi st ol

( Fi g ur e 1 8) c h ar a ct eri sti c s ar e

•  O v er all l e n gt h — 3 3 4 m m, h alf- st o c k e d

• B arr el l e n gt h — 1 9 3 m m

•  All br a s s f ur nit ur e

• L o c k pl at e m ar ki n gs “ M a n uf r e A V er s aill es ”

• B arr el  br e e c h — “ E nt  s e  B o ut et ” i n

e n gr a v e d s cri pt

•  C ali b er 1 4, 5 m m

•  All M a m el u k e pi st ol m o d el s, tr o o p-

er s  a n d  offi c er s,  h a d  t h e  b al ei n e

( w h al e b o n e) r a mr o d s

•  W ei g ht 0, 6 7 k g

•  C ali b er 1 4, 5 m m s m o ot h b or e

•  C arri e d i n h or s e h ol st er s.

C o n s ul ar  a n d  I m p eri al  G u ar d

M a m el u k e  offi c er’s  m o d el  pi st ol

( Fi g ur e 1 9) c h ar a ct eri sti c s ar e

•  O v er all  l e n gt h — 4 1 0  m m  f ull-

st o c k e d

• B arr el l e n gt h — 2 7 0 m m

•  All br a s s f ur nit ur e

•  C ali b er 1 4, 5 m m

•  R o u n d  l a n y ar d  ri n g  o n  br a s s  b utt

c a p

•  W h al e b o n e ( b al e n e) r a mr o d

•  C arri e d i n h or s e h ol st er s

If  a  C o n s ul ar  m o d el  e xi st e d, it s  l o c k-

pl at e w o ul d h a v e “ M a n uf r e A V er s aill e s ”  wit h E nt s e B o ut et ”

e n gr a v e d  o n  t o p  fl at  of  br e e c h.  T h e  I m p eri al  G u ar d  v ari a-

ti o n s will b e c o v er e d l at er.

I n 1 9 9 2, I h a d d o c u m e nt e d a t ot al of 1 1 br a s s m o u nt e d

f ull- st o c k e d  offi c er  M a m el u k e  m o d el s  b ut  f o u n d  o nl y  o n e

C o n s ul ar v er si o n.

J e a n Br u n o n ( at t h e M u s e u m D e L’ E m p eri at M ar s eill e)

h a d  attri b ut e d  a  p air  of  f ull- st o c k e d

h or s e pi st ol s t o t h e M a m el u k e s.  T h e s e

h a v e  e n gr a v e d  o n  t h e  l o c k pl at e s

“ M a n uf a ct ur e A V er s aill e s ”.  T h e y ar e 3 6

c m  l o n g, c ali b er  1 7, 5  p ol y- gr o o v e

rifli n g. I al s o h a v e t w o e x a m pl e s, e a c h a

bit  diff er e nt  i n  d et ail.  O n e  i s  m ar k e d

“ M a n uf r e A V er s aill e s ” o n t h e l o c k pl at e

a n d o n t h e br e e c h, 3 st a m p s of a li b ert y

c a p (l e b o n n et p h yr gi e n) wit h a “ V 3 ” i n

a n o v al.

O n t h e br ass b utt, is a l ar g e p eri o d

“ R ” e n gr a vi n g. I  w o n d er  if  t his  pist ol

b el o n g e d t o R o ust a m,  N a p ol e o n’s v al et.

All s cr e ws ar e e n gr a v e d.  T h e ot h er pis-

t ol is al m ost i d e nti c al wit h its l o c k pl at e

e n gr a v e d “ M a nf r e A V er s aill es ” i n s cri pt,

3  i d e nti c al  st a m p s  a s  a b o v e  o n  t h e

br e e c h, a n d a b o v e t h e m a st a m p “ B N o

1 ”, a wr e at h i n a n o v al.  O n t h e br ass fl at

b utt c a p is a l ar g e e n gr a v e d N o. 4 5. B ot h

pist ols ar e f ull st o c k e d.  T h es e c o ul d b e
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Fi g u r e 1 4. Pi st ol et d e G e n d a r m e ri e, M o d el A N 9 —l o c k pl at e “ M A N U F r e I M Pl e
D e M a u b e u g e ”, al s o c a r ri e d b y i nf a nt r y offi c e r s. A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.

Fi g u r e 1 5. D el u x e C o n s ul at e offi c e r’ s pi st ol s, ci r c a 1 8 0 1 —l o c k pl at e “ B o ut et A V e r s aill e s ”,
e n g r a v e d sil v e r f u r nit u r e. A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.
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rifl e d  h or s e  h olst er  pist ols  f or  a  tr o o p er  or  a n  offi c er.  N o

r e c or ds d o c u m e nt t h eir e xist e n c e.  T h e f ur nit ur e is all br ass

c o nstr u cti o n a n d all e xisti n g pist ols h a v e

a l ar g e e n gr a v e d n u m b er o n t h e fl at b utt

c a p, d e n oti n g  s o m et hi n g  wit hi n  t h e

M a m el u k e  str u ct ur e.  T h e s e  pi st ol s

( Fi g ur e 2 0) ar e s h o w n i n t h e p h ot o ( pr o-

vi d e d  b y  B o b  Br o o k er)  o n  M a m el u k e

ar ms.

W h e n  w e  l o o k  at  t h e  M a m el u k e

m o d els  f or  offi c er s, t w o  v er si o ns  h a v e

s urf a c e d  w hi c h  ar e  si mil ar  t o  t h e  br ass

m o u nt e d  v er si o n  of  t h e  offi c er’s  m o d el.

O n e  h as  p olis h e d  st e el  m o u nts  a n d  t h e

ot h er h as sil v er.  T h e sil v er m o u nt e d pist ol

( Fi g ur e  2 1)  h as  a n  e x oti c  b utt  c a p  wit h

t ur b a n a n d f a n c y e n gr a v e d tri g g er g u ar d,

w hil e  t h e  ot h er  a  b utt  c a p  of  b ur nis h e d

st e el ( Fi g ur e 2 2) wit h m o u nts i d e nti c al t o

t h e d esi g n f e at ur es o n t h e br ass m o d el.

T h e st e el m o u nt e d pi st ol h a s b e e n

c o n v ert e d t o p er c u s si o n.  D uri n g c o n v er-

si o n, t h e r e ar p a n fl a s h g u ar d w a s p arti all y l eft. It s d e si g n f e a-

t ur e i s i d e nti c al t o a v er si o n of t h e A N XII M e d u s a V er s aill e s

D’ offi c er g e n er al m o d el d el u x e pi st ol.  T hi s w o ul d s u g g e st it

w a s  u s e d  b y  a  v er y  hi g h  r a n ki n g  M a m el u k e  offi c er. I  h a v e

s c al e d  b ot h  pi st ol s  ( Fi g ur e  2 3)  gr a p hi c all y  a n d  t h e  A N  XII

M e d u s a l o c k fit t h e st e el M a m el u k e pi st ol e x a ctl y.

T hi s all st e el M a m el u k e pi st ol h a s t h e f oll o wi n g c h ar-

a ct eri sti c s

•  O v er all l e n gt h — 1 5 3 ⁄4

• B arr el l e n gt h — 1 0 1 ⁄2

• L o c k pl at e m ar ki n g s — “ M a n uf r e A V er s aill e s ”

• B arr el  br e e c h  m ar ki n g s — B o ut et’s  o ct a g o n  “ N B ”, l eft  fl at

“ L C ” i n r e ct a n gl e, u n d er o ct a g o n B o ut et i n r e ct a n gl e, ri g ht

fl at i s w or n o ut.
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Fi g u r e 1 6. S h o wi n g st a n d a r d m o d el A N I X a n d A N XIII m a d e at c e n-
t e r s ot h e r t h a n V e r s aill e s. A ut h o r’ s a r c hi v e s.

Fi g u r e 1 7. V e r s aill e s M a m el u k e b elt pi st ol — “ E N T s e
B o ut et ” o n b a r r el, C o n s ul a r G u a r d. E x. a ut h o r’ s c ol-
l e cti o n.

Fi g u r e 1 8. V e r s aill e s M a m el u k e h o r s e pi st ol —l o c k pl at e “ M A N U F r e A
V e r s aill e s ”, C o n s ul a r G u a r d. L e s A r q u e b u si e r s d e F r a n c e N o. 3 6,
1 9 6 9.

Fi g u r e 1 9. C o n s ul a r M a m el u k e offi c e r’ s pi st ol, ci r c a A N I X — b a r r el e n g r a v e d “ E N T r e B o ut et ”,
L ot 1 1 6, L’ H ot el D e s V e nt e s. C oll. D o ct e u r C. 1 9 8 0.
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•  R o u n d, fl at b ur ni s h e d st e el b utt

• S eri al n u m b er — 1 7 6 o n l eft fl at of b arr el br e e c h.  D e c or ati v e

p a n f e n c e p arti all y l eft d uri n g p er c ussi o n c o n v er si o n. T his

is i d e nti c al t o a M e d us a A N XII offi c er’s m o d el.

•  All f ur nit ur e i n cl u di n g l o c k pl at e, s cr e w w a s h er s ar e b ur-

ni s h e d ( p oli s h e d) st e el.

•  R a mr o ds ar e b al e n e wit h a n i v or y b utt o n a n d a r e v er si bl e

b all w or m o n t h e e n d.

T hi s st e el m o u nt e d pi st ol c o ul d w ell b e a C o n s ul ar pr e- 1 8 0 5

M a m el u k e  offi c er’s  m o d el  e st a bli s hi n g  d e si g n  p ar a m et er s

w hi c h c a m e l at er f or t h e br a s s I m p eri al G u ar d m o d el.  T h e

b arr el a n d st o c k st a m p s o nl y a d d t o t h e c o nf u si o n, b e c a u s e

t h e y v ar y o n s o m a n y e x a m pl e s wit h n o c o n si st e n c y a s t o

r e g ul ati o n.  M a uri c e B ott et i n hi s m o n o gr a p h o n “ L’ Ar m e A

F e u P ort ati v e ” s p e a k s of a n offi c er’s pi st ol wit h a sil v er b utt

or n a m e nt e d wit h a t ur b a n b ut d o e s n ot el a b or at e wit h a n y

c o n vi cti o n.

O n e will h a v e t o dr a w t h eir o w n

c o n cl u si o n s  wit h  r e g ar d  t o  t h e  s e ni or

M a m el u k e offi c er cl a s s a n d pri v at e p ur-

c h a s e v er s u s r e g ul ati o n i s s u e. I a m c o n-

vi n c e d  t h at  t h e s e  t w o  e xtr e m el y  r ar e

m o d el s  c o ul d  h a v e  b e e n  pri v at el y  p ur-

c h a s e d fr o m B o ut et’s s h o p.  T h e y r e pr e-

s e nt t h e m o st s e ni or offi c er r a n k wit hi n

t h e M a m el u k e g u ar d s.  T hi s i s o nl y s u p-

p o siti o n  o n  m y  p art; t h e  M a m el u k e

str u ct ur e  r e m ai n s  a  m y st er y  f or  b ot h

Fr e n c h a n d E n gli s h r e s e ar c h er s.

T o  a d d  t o  t h e  g e n er al  c o nf u si o n,

a n ot h er pi st ol i n m y c oll e cti o n w a s f e a-

t ur e d  i n  a n  arti cl e  b y  a  Mr.  R o d’ e st. It

attri b ut e s t hi s B o ut et m o d el t o a n offi-

c er of t h e M a m el u k e s a n d of t h e g u ar d.

Si n c e h e b e gi n s wit h a n 1 8 0 9 d at e, t hi s pi st ol a n d a n ot h er i n

m y  c oll e cti o n  will  b e  di s c u s s e d  a s  I m p eri al  G u ar d  m o d el s

l at er.

C O N S U L A R G U A R D D R A G O O N S

Fi g ur e 2 4 i s a n e x a m pl e of a l ar g e h or s e h ol st er pi st ol

wit h a fl at br a s s o v al b utt wit h bl u e d st e el f ur nit ur e a n d r a m-

r o d.  T h e  o v er all  l e n gt h  i s  1 4 ,  wit h  m ar ki n g s  o n  t h e  l o c k-

pl at e “ M a n uf r e A V er s aill e s ”, r o u n d 7 3 ⁄4 s m o ot h b or e b arr el,

c ali b er  of  5 ⁄8 di a m et er, a n d  br e e c h  st a m p s, B o ut et’s  “ N B ”

o ct a g o n o n t o p of br e e c h. St a m p s ar e l eft fl at “ N B ”, c e nt er

fl at  “ B o ut et ” i n  r e ctili n e ar  st a m p, a n d  ri g ht  fl at  r e ctili n e ar

st a m p  n ot  cl e ar. St o c k  i s  c h e c k er e d  a n d  b ar r el  bl u e d

( A ut h or’s c oll e cti o n).

W e will o b s er v e l at er i n t hi s p a p er t h e p h y si c al c h ar a c-

t eri sti c s  of  t h e  E m pr e s s  Dr a g o o n  1 8 0 4  m o d el  pi st ol  w hi c h

h a s  m a n y  si mil ariti e s  t o  t h e  C o n s ul ar

Dr a g o o n m o d el.

“ C H A S S E U R S A C H E V A L” ( LI G H T

H O R S E C A V A L R Y)

T h e  C h a s s e ur s  d uri n g  t h e

C o n s ul ar  p eri o d  w er e  ar m e d  wit h  a

c ar bi n e a n d a br a c e of pi st ol s.  A s wit h

m o st c a v alr y u nit s at t hi s e arl y p eri o d,

t h e  C h a s s e ur s  w er e  i s s u e d  pi st ol s  of

di v er s e q u alit y a n d p att er n s wit h m a n y

Fr e n c h  a n d  f or ei g n  ori gi n s  of  v ar yi n g

c ali b er s.  T hi s  C o n s ul ar  g u ar d  u nit

w o ul d  pr o b a bl y  h a v e  b e e n  i s s u e d  t h e

A N  I X  m o d el  pi st ol  pr o d u c e d  b y  B o ut et  at  V er s aill e s, a n d

e v e nt u all y  d uri n g  t h e  p o st- 1 8 0 4  p eri o d  r e pl a c e d  b y  t h e
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Fi g u r e 2 0. M a m el u k e rifl e d offi c e r’ s pi st ol s at t h e “ M u s e e D e L’ E m p e ri ”, S al o n- d e- P r o v e n c e
B r u n o n, B. B r o o k e r p h ot o.

Fi g u r e 2 1. M a m el u k e offi c e r pi st ol wit h sil v e r
t u r b a n b utt c a p s — M u s e u m of t h e A r m y, P a ri s,
o w n e d b y “ G e n e r al d e Di vi si o n, G u y ot,
I m p e ri al G u a r d ” w hil e s e r vi n g i n S p ai n 1 8 1 1.
P h ot o c o p y ri g ht M u s e e d e L’ A r m e e, P a ri s.
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model AN XIII Versailles pistol. Officers would either pri-

vately purchase deluxe pistols or later use the AN XII

Medusa model (Figure 25).

CONSULAR OFFICER PISTOL “GENERAL” LEVEL 1800-1802

(GENERAL D’ARME OR GENERAL DE CORPS D’ARMEE)

Maurice Bottet in his monograph describes this model

and attributes it to the regulation of year XII. However, I feel

it is an earlier year and was probably a private purchase from

Boutet at his Versailles showroom. I have viewed this model

at the following sources:

Draeger Collection—2; Jackson C ollection—2; Musee

Lambinet—1; Author’s collection—2.

The Draeger pair have 24.5 cm barrels with multi-groove

rifling, 17 mm caliber, breeches—Boutet and LeClerc stamps,

engraved “Entse Boutet”, lockplates “Manufre A Versailles, sil-

ver palms, and crossed sword and axe butt caps. Overall 34.7

cm (15 5⁄8�).

My pair (Figure 26) have overall 15 5⁄8�

with 9 1⁄2� “barrels, Browned finish—marked

“Entrep Se Boutet”, breech stamped

Boutet—“N.B, L.C., B.C.”, light walnut

stocks with checkered grips, and browned

mounts. They also have bright steel ram-

rods, locks with reinforced hammers

marked “Manuf.re Versailles” and large sil-

ver butt caps with raised martial designs.

This description is directly from

Irving Moskowitz’s inventory book from

whose collection they were purchased. It

is my opinion that this pair had been field

damaged and had new lock components

brought up from Boutet’s Liege works to

refit and re-finish the pair. Look to “Four

104/30

Figure 22. Burnished steel model Mameluke officer’s type—“MANUFre a Versailles” converted to percussion
matched pair. Author’s collection.

Figure 23. Burnished steel Mameluke officer’s pistol—(Percussion conversion) re-con-
verted by ANXII Medusa flint version. Done graphically.
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C e nt uri e s  of  Li e g e  G u n m a ki n g ” b y  Cl a u d e  G ai er,  p g. 1 0 4,

pi ct ur e 8 8.

Fi g ur e  2 7  ill u str at e s  h o w  offi c er s  c arri e d  t h eir  pi st ol s

d uri n g t h e C o n s ul ar a n d I m p eri al p eri o d s.

T h e p eri o d A N VIII ( 1 7 9 9- 1 8 0 0) s a w a d e cr e e n a mi n g

t h e  m a n uf a ct ur e  at  V er s aill e s  a s  “ M a n uf a ct ur e  N ati o n al e ”

si g n e d  b y  L e  Pr e mi er  C o n s ul, B o n a p art e.  T h e  Fir st  C o n s ul

d e sir e d  s p e ci al  tr o o p  pi st ol s  t o  b e  m a n uf a ct ur e d  f or  hi s

C o n s ul ar G u ar d.  T hi s i s w ell d o c u m e nt e d b y C a pt.  M. B ott et

i n  hi s  V er s aill e s  w or k  o n  B o ut et. It  i s  al s o  w ell  st at e d  b y

B o n a p art e’s Mi ni st er of War, B ert hi er, t h at t h e Fir st C o n s ul

d e sir e d C o n s ul ar s p e ci al Pi e c e s f or v ari o u s offi c er s.

T h e  C o n s ul ar  G u ar d  or g a ni z e d  i n  e arl y  1 8 0 0  w a s  t o

e s c ort t h e Fir st C o n s ul B o n a p art e w h er e v er h e w e nt t o gi v e

hi m pr ot e cti o n.

C o n s ul ar  Dr a g o o n s  w er e  i s s u e d  pi st ol s  d uri n g  t h e

C o n s ul ar p eri o d a n d E mir B u k h ari t ell s of e arli er 1 8 t h c e nt ur y

m o d el s s u c h a s t h e br a s s- m o u nt e d 1 7 6 3 p att er n a n d t h e st e el

m o u nt e d r e p u bli c a n m o d el.

I M P E RI A L G U A R D

O n  M a y  1 8, 1 8 0 4, t h e  C o n s ul ar

G u ar d t o o k t h e titl e of I m p eri al G u ar d, a s

N a p ol e o n  cr o w n e d  hi m s elf  E m p er or  of

Fr a n c e ( Fi g ur e 2 8).

D uri n g  t hi s  p eri o d, b a si c  c a v alr y

u nit s g e n er all y w er e i s s u e d a br a c e of A N

I X  or  A N  XIII  m o d el  pi st ol s  ( Fi g ur e s  2 9

a n d 3 0). B ut b ei n g a n I m p eri al G u ar d u nit,

B o ut et w o ul d h a v e m a n uf a ct ur e d t h e s e i n

a  l e v el  of  hi g h er  q u alit y.  Offi c er s  w o ul d

eit h er h a v e a d el u x e v er si o n of t h e s e t w o

m o d el s  or  h a v e  or d er e d  a  p air  of  c u st o m

d el u x e  d e si g n  fr o m  B o ut et’s  s p e ci al

d e p art m e nt ( Fi g ur e s 2 9, 3 0 a n d 3 4).

D uri n g  t h e  C o n s ul ar  y e ar s, P et er

Y o u n g st at e s t h at c or p or al s a n d c h a s s e ur s

c arri e d o n e pi st ol i n t h e l eft h ol st er.  T h e
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Fi g u r e 2 4. L a r g e B o ut et b r a s s f u r nit u r e h o r s e pi st ol — C o n s ul at e D r a g o o n m o d el, l o c k pl at e
“ M A N U F r e a V e r s aill e s ”. A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.

Fi g u r e 2 5. P ai r of B o ut et “ M e d u s a Sil v e r B utt ” offi c e r s m o d el A N XII
pi st ol s — b a r r el “ B o ut et et Fil s a V e r s aill e s ”, ci r c a 1 8 1 2- 1 8 1 5.
C oll e cti o n C h a rl e s M a r c h al.

A S A C _ V o l 1 0 4 _ 0 2 - D e a n _ 1 1 0 0 1 2 . q x p   2 / 3 / 1 2   1 0 : 2 0  A M   P a g e  3 1

R e pri nt e d fr o m t h e A m eri c a n S o ci et y of Ar m s C oll e ct or s B ull eti n 1 0 4: 2 1- 5 0 
A d diti o n al arti cl e s a v ail a bl e at htt p:// a m eri c a n s o ci et y of ar m s c oll e ct or s. or g/r e s o ur c e s/ arti cl e s/



1 0 4 / 3 2

Fi g u r e 2 6. G e n e r al’ s pi st ol s — ( ci r c a 1 8 0 0- 0 2 ) b a r r el s “ E N T s e B o ut et ” p ol y g r o o v e, sil v e r b utt s,
s w o r d a n d a x e m otif. A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.

Fi g u r e 2 7. Ill u st r ati o n — H o w C o n s ul a r a n d I m p e ri al G u a r d offi c e r s c a r ri e d t h ei r pi st ol s. A rt w o r k b y t h e a ut h o r.
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n o n- c o m mi s si o n e d offi c er s a n d tr u m p et er s h a d t w o pi st ol s

w hi c h I f e el w o ul d h a v e b e e n h or s e h ol st er m o d el s.

D uri n g  t hi s  e arl y  f or m ati o n  of  t h e  I m p eri al  G u ar d,

N a p ol e o n e nj o y e d t o w e ar t h e u n dr e s s u nif or m of a C ol o n el

of t h e C h a s s e ur s at m a n y o c c a si o n s.

T h e  C uir a s si er s  a n d  C ar a bi ni er s  w er e  o nl y  e q ui p p e d

wit h  pi st ol s  u ntil  1 8 1 2, t h e s e  b ei n g  t h e  A N  I X  ( Fi g ur e  3 1)

a n d A N XIII ( Fi g ur e 3 2) p att er n s. It i s s e e n t h at t h e tr o o p er s

w o ul d h a v e m o d el s f a bri c at e d at t h e r e g ul ar ar m s f a ct ori e s

s u c h  a s  C h ar e vill e  or  St. Eti e n n e, et c. I  h a v e  st u di e d  t h e s e

m ar k e d  “ N ati o n al ”, “I m p eri al ”, a n d  e v e n  “ R o y al e ” o n  t h eir

l o c k pl at e s.

T h e F u n c k e n a ut h or s i n t h eir “ N a p ol e o n War s P art 2 ”

st at e d, “ M o st of t h e w e a p o n s of t h e G u ar d e I m p eri al e w er e

m a n uf a ct ur e d  at  V er s aill e s  u n d er  t h e  s u p er vi si o n  of  o n e

B o ut et.  Alt h o u g h of t h e s a m e t y p e s a s t h o s e c arri e d b y t h e

r e gi m e nt s  of  t h e  li n e, t h e  w e a p o n s  of  t h e  G u ar d  w er e  of

s u p eri or w or k m a n s hi p.”

T h e  A N  XIII  p att er n s  t ot al  l e n gt h  w a s  3 5. 2  c m  wit h

b arr el  l e n gt h  of  3 0. 7  c m. It s  w ei g ht  w a s  1. 2 6 9  k g  wit h  a

s m o ot h b or e c ali b er of 1 7. 1 m m.  T h e offi c er s c arri e d a p air

of pi st ol s i n t w o h ol st er s o n t h e h or s e

s a d dl e.  Offi c er s  w o ul d  h a v e  c arri e d

t h e s e  d el u x e  V er s aill e s  m o d el s,  p ur-

c h a s e d  pri v at el y  t h eir  o w n  c h oi c e  of

pi st ol s fr o m ot h er m a k er s, or u s e d t h e

M e d u s a XII m o d el m a d e at V er s aill e s b y

B o ut et. I  h a v e  n e v er  s e e n  a  s p e cifi c

m o d el  attri b ut e d  t o  t h e s e  c a v alr y

gr o u p s, e x c e pt I m p eri al G u ar d offi c er s

of  c a v alr y  u nit s.  T h e y  c o m m o nl y  c ar-

ri e d  t h eir  p air  of  h or s e  pi st ol s  i n  h ol-

st er s att a c h e d t o t h e fr o nt of t h e s a d dl e.

I m p eri al G u ar d offi c er s of artill er y

or  t h e  e n gi n e eri n g  c or p s  c arri e d  t h eir

s m all er  pi st ol s  i n  h ol st er s  s u s p e n d e d

fr o m t h e w ai st, oft e n a t w o l o o p w hit e

b uff  b elt, o n  l eft  a n d  ri g ht  p o siti o n s

r el ati v e  t o  t h e  d e c or ati v e  b elt  pl at e.

S o m eti m e s  ot h er  offi c er s  w o ul d  u s e  a

h ol st er  att a c h e d  t o  a  s h o ul d er- b elt

eit h er l eft or ri g ht.

S e ni or  hi g h-r a n ki n g  offi c er s

w o ul d  u s e  pri v at el y  p ur c h a s e d  pi st ol s

( Fi g ur e s  3 3  a n d  3 4)  a s  w ell  a s  d el u x e

r e g ul ati o n  v er si o n s; oft e n  wit h  a

d et a c h a bl e c ar bi n e t y p e s h o ul d er st o c k

a n d i n s o m e i n st a n c e s c a s e d wit h all t h e

a c c e s s ori e s.  N a p ol e o n  d e sir e d  t o

u p d at e  t hi s  n e wl y  e st a bli s h e d  I m p eri al

G u ar d’s  offi c er s  wit h  hi g h  q u alit y  pi s-
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Fi g u r e 2 8. N a p ol e o n’ s c o r o n ati o n p o rt r ait b y a rti st G e r a r d, V e r s aill e s.
D e c e m b e r 2, 1 8 0 4 ( L a S a c r e ) “ T h e N e w E m p e r o r ”.

Fi g u r e 2 9. L at e r C o n s ul a r P e ri o d, B o ut et offi c e r s pi st ol s — “ M A N U F r e a
V e r s aill e s ” si g n e d “ B o ut et Di r e ct e u r A rti st e ”, ci r c a 1 8 0 0- 1 8 0 5. ( A d e r
T aj a n ) C H A R L E S s al e. E a rl y I m p e ri al. P a ri s — H ot el D r o u ot, 1 9 9 3.

Fi g u r e 3 0. B o ut et- V e r s aill e s —l o n g b a r r el offi c e r s pi st ol s. Li e g e M u s e u m, M e r ril Li n d s a y a r c hi v e s.
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t ol s. S o m e w er e of r e g ul ati o n i s s u e b ut

t h e  m aj orit y  w er e  pri v at el y  p ur c h a s e d

fr o m B o ut et at hi s V er s aill e s s h o wr o o m

( Fi g ur e 3 5) or hi s P ari s r et ail o utl et.

T h e s e pri v at el y p ur c h a s e d m o d el s

e x hi bit e d  a  m o st  s e n siti v e  d e si g n

a p pr o a c h s h o wi n g a r efi n e m e nt of f or m

a n d  d et ail  w hi c h  w er e  cr e at e d  b y

B o ut et  t o  a c c o m pli s h  w h at  N a p ol e o n

w a nt e d f or hi s G u ar d offi c er s.

C ol.  R o d g er s m e nti o n s t h at h e a v y

c a v alr y  s u c h  a s  t h e  C uir a s si er s  a n d

C ar a bi ni er s  w er e  ar m e d  wit h  a  pi st ol.

F or  t h e  G u ar d  r e gi m e nt s, t h e s e  w o ul d

h a v e b e e n t h e A N I X or t h e m o d el A N

XIII  m a d e  at  V er s aill e s. I  k n o w  of  n o

s p e ci al  offi c er  m o d el  m a d e  f or  t hi s

h e a v y  c a v alr y  gr o u p  ot h er  t h a n  t h e

m o d el A N XII M e d u s a b utt.  T hi s offi c er

m o d el i s c o v er e d i n d e pt h b y m y arti cl e

i n Ar m s C oll e cti n g,  V ol. 2 5,  N o. 3, e di-

t or J a m e s G o o di n g.

I n  r ef er e n c e  t o  t h e  d el u x e  gr a d e

of  t h e  m aj orit y  of  B o ut et’s  offi c er s

g u ar d pi st ol s ( Fi g ur e 3 6),  w e fi n d t h e m

wit h  p ol y- gr o o v e  rifli n g  i n  a n  o ct a g o n

or  r o u n d  b arr el.  T h e  b utt  c a ps  w er e

st erli n g sil v er a n d b e a utif ull y s c ul pt ur e d

i n cl assic al t h e m e s s h o wi n g t h e f a c e s of

M e d u s a,  Z e u s, P o s ei d o n,  milit ar y

wr e at h  wit h  s w or d, a n d  a n  a x e  i n  a

wr e at h.

A s  a  f urt h er  n ot e, it  i s  o b s er v e d

t h at B o ut et, L e P a g e, a n d F at o u all u s e d

diff er e nt  v ari ati o n s  o n  t h eir  M e d u s a

t h e m e d e si g n s.

L. F all o u  i n  hi s  w or k  o n  t h e

I m p eri al  G u ar d  s h o w s  o nl y  b y  ill u str a-

ti o n  ( Fi g ur e  3 7)  a n  Offi c er  d e

Gr e n a di er s A C h e v al wit h hi s h or s e h ol-

st er s ( n o m e nti o n of t h e t y p e of pi st ol

b ut  t h e y  ar e  pr o b a bl y  t h e  M e d u s a

m o d el), a  Gr e n a di er  A  C h e v al,  m o d el

A N  XIII, a n d  a  G e n d ar m eri e  D’ Elit e,

m o d el A N I X pi st ol s a n d h ol st er s.

F all o u  al s o  ill u str at e d  ( Fi g ur e  3 7)

a n offi c er s m o d el wit h w h at a p p e ar s t o

b e  a  M e d u s a  sil v er  b utt  c a p.  T h e  ill u s-

tr ati o n  i s  n ot  cl e ar  s o  it  a p p e ar s  t o  b e

n ot  d efi nit e  a s  t o  t h e  b utt  d et ail. I n

t er m s  of  t h e  C h e v a u-l e g er s  l a n ci er s,
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Fi g u r e 3 1. A N I X B o ut et p att e r n pi e c e —l o c k pl at e “ M A N U F r e a V e r s aill e s ”, B o b B r o o k e r, p h ot o
a r c hi v e s.

Fi g u r e 3 2. A N XIII B o ut et s e al e d p att e r n pi e c e —l o c k pl at e “ M A N U F r e D e V e r s aill e s ”, B o b
B r o o k e r, p h ot o a r c hi v e s.

Fi g u r e 3 3. D el u x e B o ut et c a s e d M e d u s a offi c e r s pi st ol s —l o c k pl at e “ B o ut et a V e r s aill e s ”, A rt
G all e r y a n d M u s e u m, K el vi n g r o v e, Gl a s g o w, S c otl a n d.
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aft er  t h eir  1 8 1 5  r e or g a ni z ati o n  t o

b e c o m e  “ T h e  R e gi m e nt  D e s

C h e v a u- L e g er s L a n ci er s D e L a G u ar d

I m p eri al ”, F all o u st at e s t h at t h e y h a d

3 8  offi c er s.  T h e  Gr e n a di er s  A  C h e v al

h a d 6 4 4 m e n wit h 4 2 offi c er s.  T h e G e n d ar m e s D’ Elit e w er e

i s s u e d t w o pi st ol s, t h e A N I X a n d A N XIII.

T h e P oli s h L a n c er s i n 1 8 0 7 b y d e cr e e w er e r ai s e d f ur-

t h er i n st at u e a s t h e “ R e gi m e nt D e C h e v al- L e g er s P ol o n ai s d e

L a G ar d e ”.  T h eir pi st ol s w er e i niti all y of Pr u s si a n ori gi n b ut

w er e  f o u n d  t o  b e  t o o  l o n g  i n  b arr el  l e n gt h  f or  t h eir  h or s e

h ol st er s.  Aft er t hi s pr o bl e m w a s i d e ntifi e d, t h e pi st ol s w er e

e x c h a n g e d f or t h e A N I X or p o st- 1 8 0 4 XIII p att er n. Fi g ur e 3 8

s h o w s t h e A N I X m o d el.

T h e a s s u m pti o n wit h r e g ar d t o F all o u’s w or k i s t h at t h e

pi st ol s  i s s u e d  t o  t h e s e  G u ar d  c a v alr y  u nit s  w er e  f a bri c at e d

b y B o ut et  at  V er s aill e s.  T h e  s a m e  c o n cl u si o n  i s  m a d e  f or

Dr a g o o n s,  G u ar d s of H o n o ur a n d ot h er m o u nt e d u nit s of t h e

I m p eri al G u ar d.

E mir  B u k h ari  i nf or m s  u s  of  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  t a cti c al

e m pl o y m e nt of t h e pi st ol b y m o u nt e d u nit s: “If e n g a g e d, t h e

H u s s ar  s kir mi s h er s  w o ul d  di s c h ar g e  t h eir  c ar bi n e s  at  l e s s

t h a n a h u n dr e d m et er s fr o m a st ati o n ar y p o siti o n, t h eir pri-

m ar y t ar g et s b ei n g e n e m y offi c er s.  T h e n, pi st ol i n t h e ri g ht

h a n d a n d dr a w n s a br e h a n gi n g fr o m t h e s w or d k n ot at t h e

wri st, t h e y w o ul d c h ar g e h o m e, pr e s er vi n g t h e pi st ol b all t o

t h e  l a st  m o m e nt, t h e n  p a s si n g  t h e  h a n d  g u n  t o  t h eir  l eft

h a n d a n d s etti n g t o wit h c ol d st e el.”

R el ati n g t o t h e F all o u r ef er e n c e c o n c er ni n g t h e offi c er

m o d el s h o w n,  w e h a v e s o m e cl arifi c ati o n a s t o it s t y p e. I n

t h e  S e pt e m b er  1 9 9 2  i s s u e,  N o. 6 8  of  Tr a diti o n  M a g a zi n e,
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Mr.  Mi c h el  P et ar d  wr ot e  a n  e x c ell e nt  arti cl e  o n  t h e

offi c er s of H u s s ar d s 1 8 1 2.  H e cit e s a n offi c er’s m o d el

si mil ar  t o  t h e F all o u  ill u str ati o n.  Hi s  ill u str ati o n

( Fi g ur e  3 9)  s h o w s  t h e sil v er  b utt  of  J u pit er  ( R o m a n

ori gi n), t h er ef or e o n e a s s u m e s h e h a s vi e w e d a n offi-

c er’s  m o d el  li k e  t hi s. I  h a v e  n e v er  s e e n  o n e  b ut

t h e p h y si c al c h ar a ct eri sti c s a p p e ar m u c h li k e m y p air

of E a gl e B e ar er s m o d el cir c a 1 8 0 9.

Dr a g o o ns w er e iss u e d i niti all y wit h t h e A N I X c a v-

alr y  p att er n  pist ol,  w hi c h  r e pl a c e d  t h e  1 7 6 6  m o d el,

m a n uf a ct ur e d  a n d  iss u e d  as  l at e  as  1 8 0 2. T his  A N  I X

m o d el w as 3 3 c m i n l e n gt h,  w ei g h e d 1. 3 k g, a n d w as i n

1 7. 1 m m c ali b er; t hirt y-t hr e e t h o us a n d A N I X w er e m a n-

uf a ct ur e d i n t ot al. T h e A N XIII m o d el w as a s o m e w h at

s h ort er v er si o n of t h e 1 7 8 6 m ari n e n a v y m o d el,  w as si m-

plifi e d fr o m t h e A N I X, a n d w as of t h e s a m e 1 7. 1 c ali b er.

I n 1 8 0 6, a n I m p eri al d e cr e e of A pril 1 5 t o o k m e n

a n d offi c er s fr o m t h e li n e t o g et h er wit h offi c er s fr o m

t h e  C h ass e ur s  A  C h e v al  a n d  Gr e n a di er s  A

C h e v al  of  t h e  G u ar d  a n d  cr e at e d  t hr e e

s q u a dr o ns.  O n e  of  t h e  t hr e e  w er e  V elit e

tr o o p er s  n u m b eri n g  2 9 6.  T h e  ot h er  t w o

s q u a dr o ns c o m pris e d 4 7 6 tr o o p er s, all t hr e e

w er e  c o m m a n d e d  b y  6 0  offi c er s.  T h e

E m p er or wis h e d t o i m pr ess his E m pr ess a n d

pr e s e nt e d  t h e m  t o J o s e p hi n e  a s  h er

“ R e gi m e nt  D e  Dr a g o o n  D e  L’I m p er atri c e ”.

T h e r e g ul ar Dr a g o o n tr o o p er ori gi n all y w as

iss u e d  t h e  br ass  m o u nt e d  1 7 6 3  p att er n  or

t h e st e el m o u nt e d r e p u bli c a n p att er n. L at er

t h es e  w er e  r e pl a c e d  b y  t h e  A N  I X  a n d  A N

XIII m o d els.  H o w e v er, it is m y o pi ni o n t h at

t h e C o ns ul ar offi c er Dr a g o o n c arri e d a br ass

m o d el a n d aft er 1 8 0 4, a sil v er b utt v er si o n as

o utli n e d  n e xt  i n  t his  p a p er. B ot h  C o ns ul ar

a n d  t h e  I m p eri al  m o d els  w er e  d esi g n e d  b y

B o ut et  at  V er s aill es  f or  t h es e  s p e ci al  G u ar d

u nits.  W h at B o ut et di d w as t o us e t h e d esi g n

pr o c ess t o pr o d u c e ( as s ai d e arli er) a m or e

r efi n e d a n d e n h a n c e d m o d el of a r e g ul ati o n

p att er n. It  is  n ot  k n o w n  w h et h er  offi c er s

p ur c h as e d  t h es e  dir e ct  fr o m  B o ut et  or  if

t h e y w er e iss u e d at g o v er n m e nt e x p e ns e.

T H E E M P R E S S D R A G O O N S

T h e E m pr e s s Dr a g o o n offi c er’s m o d el

a s d e s cri b e d i n B ott et’s b o o k i s o v er all 3 1 0

m m  i n  l e n gt h.  A  si mil ar  p air  of  pi st ol s

( Fi g ur e 4 0) s ol d at S ot h e b y P ar k e B er n et i n

L o s A n g el e s o n S e pt. 1 6, 1 9 7 3 h a d 7 7 ⁄8 b ar-
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Fi g u r e 3 6. Sil v e r b utt c a p d et ail, M a r s ( Pi r m et ). A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.

Fi g u r e 3 7. Ill u st r ati o n s ( c o m pil e d ) of I m p e ri al G u a r d offi c e r a n d pi st ol s u s e d o r c a r ri e d
f r o m “ L a G u a r d e I m p e ri al e ” b y L. F all o u.
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Fi g u r e 3 9. I m p e ri al G u a r d H u s s a r d offi c e r ( aft e r L. F all o u ) sil v e r J u pit e r b utt c a p — a rt w o r k b y Mi c h el
P et a r d, T r a diti o n M a g a zi n e, N o. 6 8, S e pt. 1 9 9 2.

Fi g u r e 3 8. B a si c M o d el A N I X c al v a r y m o d el — o n e s h o w n “ M A N U F r e D e St. Eti e n n e — L e s Pi st ol et s R e gl e m e nt ai r e s, F r a n c ai s d e
1 7 3 0 a 1 8 2 2 ”, M a r y s e R a s o, L e s A r m e s D’ A nt a n, P a ri s.
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r el s s m o ot h b or e a n d bl u e d.  T h e br e e c h e s ar e n u m b er e d 3 8 4

a n d  h a v e  3  g ol d  B o ut et  st a m p s  at  t h e  r e ar. L o c k pl at e s  ar e

s cri pt  e n gr a v e d  “ M a n u e  A  V er s aill e s ”. Br a s s  p a n s  a n d  st e el

b ur ni s h e d h ar d w ar e ar e o n t h e p air a n d t h e y h a v e f ull-l e n gt h

w al n ut  c h e c k er e d  st o c k s.  T h e  fr o nt  d et ail  of  t h e  tri g g er

g u ar d  i s  i n  t h e  s h a p e  of  a  p al m ett e.  O v er all  l e n gt h  i s  1 4

i n c h e s, o v al  b utt  c a p  i s  st erli n g  sil v er  wit h  a  cr o w n e d  “ N ”

wit hi n a l a ur el wr e at h a g ai n st a d ott e d t e xt ur al gr o u n d.  T hi s

I m p eri al G u ar d Dr a g o o n offi c er’s pi st ol i s cir c a 1 8 1 0 a n d i s

i d e nti c al  i n  all  d et ail s  wit h  t h e  C o n s ul ar  Dr a g o o n  offi c er’s

pi st ol w hi c h h a s a pl ai n o v al br a s s b utt c a p. I a m of t h e o pi n-

i o n  t h at  t h e s e  s p e ci al  pi st ol s,  m a d e  i n  l o w  n u m b er s  b y

B o ut et,  w er e i s s u e d at g o v er n m e nt e x p e n s e t o Dr a g o o n offi-

c er s at t h e dir e ct or d er of t h e E m p er or N a p ol e o n wit h o ut all

t h e e x c e s si v e d et ail of r e g ul ati o n pi st ol s a n d h o w t h e y w er e

di stri b ut e d.  T h e  l o c k pl at e  h a s  t h e  st a m p  of  t h e  I n s p e ct or

Ni c ai s e, t h e b arr el h a s B o ut et’s o ct a g o n a n d r e ct a n g ul ar o n e.

T h e st erli n g sil v er b utt c a p h a s a cr o w n e d c a pit al “ N ”  wit hi n

a wr e at h a g ai n st a d ott e d t e xt ur al b a c k- gr o u n d cir c a 1 8 1 0.

I h a v e i d e ntifi e d 1 2 pist ols or si x p airs of t his Dr a g o o n offi-

c er m o d el, all of w hi c h w er e s m o ot h b or e c ali b er 1 7. 1 m m.

I n t h e y e ar 1 8 0 4,  wit h t h e c or o n ati o n of N a p ol e o n ( L e

S a cr e)  as  E m p er or, t h e  C o ns ul ar  G u ar d  w as  r e or g a ni z e d  as

t h e  I m p eri al  G u ar d. B y  offi ci al  d e cr e e  t h e  offi c er s  w o ul d

c arr y a pist ol al o n g wit h t h eir s w or d i n t h e i nf a ntr y c or ps a n d

t h os e i n t h e m o u nt e d c or ps w o ul d c arr y a p air of h or s e pis-

t ols.  T his n e w I m p eri al G u ar d r e g ar d e d as t h e ar m y’s r es er v e

e nj o y e d  hi g h er  st a n d ar ds  of  p a y, li vi n g

c o n diti o ns, u nif or m, fir e ar ms  q u alit y,

a n d  pr esti g e.  T h e  I m p eri al  G u ar d  c o n-

si st e d  b a si c all y  of  a  g e n er al  st aff,

i nf a ntr y  c or ps,  Gr e n a di er  A  Pi e d, a n d

C h a s s e ur s  A  Pi e d, f u sili er s, y o u n g

g u ar d,  N ati o n al  Gr e n a di er s  A  C h e v al,

C h a s s e ur s  A  C h e v al,  M a m el u k e s,

L a n c er s,  Dr a g o o ns,  G e n d ar m es D’ Elit e,

Artill ar y, e n gi n e er s, a n d  m ari n es.  T h e

I m p eri al  I nf a ntr y  h a d  1 7  b att ali o ns  i n

1 8 0 6  a n d  b y  1 8 1 3  h a d  7 0  b att ali o ns,

wit h a t ot al c o m pli m e nt of r o u g hl y 8 0 0

offi c er s of all gr a d es a n d r a n ks. B y 1 8 1 2,

t h er e  w er e  n o  l ess  t h a n  5 6  b att ali o ns,

1 6 9  I m p eri al  g u ar ds m e n  of  o n e  c at e-

g or y or a n ot h er.

C o n s e q u e ntl y, t h eir pi st ol s w o ul d

c o m e  fr o m  a  v ari et y  of  s o ur c e s  b ot h

r e g ul ati o n  a n d  pri v at e  p ur c h a s e.

D uri n g t h e l a st c a m p ai g n i n 1 8 1 5, t h e

Fir st  Gr e n a di er s  u n d er  G e n er al  P etit’s

c o m m a n d  n u m b er e d  o nl y  3 2  offi c er s

a n d  1, 0 0 0  m e n,  w h o  f o ur  o ut  of  fi v e

pr o u dl y  w or e  t h e  L e gi o n  of  H o n o ur.  D uri n g  t h e  I m p eri al

P eri o d,  m a n y of t h e c a v alr y u nit s c arri e d t h e A N I X a n d A N

XIII  pi st ol s  e s p e ci all y  f a bri c at e d  b y  B o ut et  at  V er s aill e s.

T h e s e ar e s h o w n t hr o u g h o ut t hi s p a p er.  Ot h er s p e cifi c m o d-

el s  ar e  s h o w n  a s  t h e y  b e c o m e  k n o w n  t o  m e  a n d  n e w  di s-

c o v eri e s ar e a nti ci p at e d wit h f urt h er r e s e ar c h.

I M P E RI A L G U A R D I N F A N T R Y

I nf a ntr y offi c er s d uri n g t h e C o n s ul ar P eri o d 1 7 9 9- 1 8 0 4

a n d I m p eri al P eri o d 1 8 0 4- 1 8 1 4 oft e n c arri e d s m all b elt pi s-

t ol s ( Fi g ur e 4 1) eit h er pri v at e p ur c h a s e or t h e r e g ul ar A N I X

G e n d ar m e pi st ol w hi c h s o m eti m e s e x hi bit s a b utt ri n g s cr e w

f or a l a n y ar d c or d.

D uri n g t h e Fir st E m pir e (I m p eri al) P eri o d, B o ut et pr o-

vi d e d a n i nf a ntr y offi c er s m o d el pi st ol i n v ar yi n g gr a d e s a n d
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Fi g u r e 4 0. P ai r E m p r e s s D r a g o o n offi c e r s pi st ol s —l o c k pl at e s “ M A N U F r e a V e r s aill e s ” ci r c a
1 8 1 0, S ot h e b y P a r k e B e r n et, L. A., S e pt. 1 6, 1 9 7 3.

Fi g u r e 4 1. S m all b elt, p o c k et B o ut et p ri v at e p u r-
c h a s e pi st ol — “ M A N U F R E d e V e r s aill e s ” ci r c a 1 8 0 5.
A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.
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in some cases fully accessorized in a

deluxe box with powder flask, mold

and compartments. I have a pair of

these infantry Boutet models for a

Grenadier officer A Pied and a pair for

an Eagle Bearer. The Grenadier model

shows the following characteristics as

described by R. Caranta.

In the volume “Le Guide Des

Collectionneurs D’Armes De Poing”,

author R. Caranta describes a “pistolet

d’officer d’infanterie de la Garde”as 308

mm overall length, caliber 15.5 mm

poly-groove rifling. The furniture and

butt cap are polished plain iron. The

hammer has reinforced neck and the

172 mm long hammer is swamped.

Much of the overall form (1/2 stocked)

is similar to the Eagle Bearer model and

the Hussard officer’s as defined by

Michel Petard. The lockplate shows

“Manufacture Versailles” and the breech

has Boutet’s stamp. The left side of the

breech is stamped with number “538”.

Referring to the pair of pistols

(Figure 42) for the infantry officer of the

Guard, owned by me, the following

details are noted. On many of these

smaller scale belt-holster models, the

AN IX gendarme lockplate is used by

Boutet. Overall length 310 mm barrel,

173 mm mounts are burnished steel,

nothing is on the plain butt cap, barrel

is multi-groove rifling blued, and caliber

is 15.2 mm swamped. Walnut check-

ered stock and barrel marks order num-

bers “540” on both pistols.

• Lockplate—“Mre Imple De Versailles”

• Breech—Boutet octagon gold stamp,

3 rectangular Boutet stamps

• Overall length 12 1⁄2 inches

• Barrel length 6 13⁄16 inches

Maryse Raso in her book “Les

Pistols Reglementaires Francaise De 1730-1822” talks of a

“pistolet d’infantrie de la Garde Imperiale Officer” as having

total length of 270 mm with 130 mm long barrel and in 16

mm caliber. This pistol is smaller overall when compared to

the infantry model and more like a Gendarmerie model

made by “Duc” gunmaker to the Imperial Guard. There is a

strong possibility that the Raso pistol was made by Boutet for

officers of the Imperial Guard gendarmes.

With the possibility of infantry Guard officers using the

AN IX Gendarme model, it is interesting to note that a total of

32,000 pairs were marked “Maubeuge Manufre Imperial”

(length 25 cm, weight 0.7 kg, caliber 15.2 mm.).

IMPERIAL GUARD EAGLE BEARER

Also, in my collection is a pair of special pistols (Figure

43) made for the Eagle Bearers, which have many details of

104/39

Figure 42. Imperial Guard Infantry model “Mre Imple De Versailles” officers pistol circa 1806.
Author’s collection.

Figure 43. Imperial Guard Eagle Bearer’s pair of belt pistols. Model 1809-1811. “Mfre Imple
D.Versailles”. Author’s collection.
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t h e “ 5 4 0 ” i nf a ntr y offi c er’s m o d el.  T hi s e a gl e- st a n d ar d b e ar er

i s m o d el 1 8 0 9- 1 8 1 1.  T hi s p air w er e w or n o n a s p e ci al w hit e

b uff b elt, l o o p e d l eft a n d ri g ht, a s s h o w n i n F all o u’s I m p eri al

G u ar d b o o k ( Fi g ur e 4 4).  T h e s e ar e i d e nti c al pr o p orti o n s of

t h e i nf a ntr y G u ar d m o d el wit h pl ai n st e el m o u nt s a n d utili z e

t h e A N I X g e n d ar m e l o c k pl at e.

T h e sil v er st erli n g b utt c a p ( Fi g ur e 4 3) h a s a l ar g e c a p-

it al “ N ”  wit h  a cr o w n  a b o v e a n d s urr o u n d e d  wit h o a k a n d

l a ur el l e a v e s ( o v er all l e n gt h 3 1 0 m m, b arr el l e n gt h 1 7. 3 m m,

c ali b er 1 5. 2 m m, p ol y gr o o v e rifli n g).  T h er e ar e or d er n u m-

b er s ( 4 8 8 a n d 4 8 9) o n t h e l eft si d e s of t h e b arr el s.  T h e b utt

c a p c arri e s 3 h all m ar k s: B o ut et’s o w n st a m p, P ari s g ar a nti e,

a n d o n e n ot r e a d a bl e.  T h e b arr el s ar e fir e bl u e d wit h 5 0 s pi-

r al  gr o o v e s.  Ot h er  c h ar a ct eri sti c s  ar e: r e ar  of  t h e  b arr el

br e e c h — o n 3 fl at s g ol d B o ut et o ct a g o n al st a m p, o n 3 fl at s

B o ut et’s  g ol d  r e ct a n g ul ar  st a m p; fi n e  gr a d e  Fr e n c h  w al n ut

c h e c k er e d  st o c k s; a n d  l o c k pl at e  “ Mfr e  I m pl e  D’ V er s aill e s ”.

T h e fr o nt of tri g g er g u ar d i s i n t h e f or m of a p al m ett e.

T h e G ar d e I m p eri al e I nf a ntr y w a s i s s u e d 1 6 e a gl e s. I n

1 8 1 1,  N a p ol e o n  wr ot e  t o  G e n er al  Cl ar e: “ A  d efi nit e  or d er

m u st  b e  i s s u e d  a b o ut  t h e  pi k e  t o  b e  c arri e d  b y  t h e  t w o

e n si g n s,  w h o s e d ut y i s t o e s c ort a n d d ef e n d t h e e a gl e.  T h e

pi k e m u st b e a str o n g o n e,  wit h w hi c h t h e st a n d ar d m a y b e

d ef e n d e d i n d e p e n d e ntl y of t h e br a c e of pi st ol s e a c h of t h e s e

offi c er s w e ar s o n hi s br e a st.” St.  Cl o u d, 1 6 t h N o v e m b er, 1 8 1 1.

I M P E RI A L G U A R D PI S T O L S O F G E N E R A L O F FI C E R’ S T Y P E

Y E A R XII — M E D U S A B U T T

I n S e pt e m b er 1 8 0 3, t h e or d er of V e n d e m air e, y e ar XII

dir e ct s B o ut et t o cr e at e a n e w m o d el ( Fi g ur e 4 5) f or offi c er s.

T h e b a si c d e si g n sti p ul at e s t h e f oll o wi n g e s s e nti al c h ar a ct er-

i sti c s: c ali b er 1 8, bl u e d st e el m o u nt s, b utt t o b e a sil v er c a st

h e a d of M e d u s a.  All ot h er a e st h eti c d et ail s a n d o v er all f or m

m o difi c ati o n s  w er e  l eft  t o  t h e  i niti ati v e  of  B o ut et  a n d  t o

ot h er g u n m a k er s s u c h a s L e P a g e,  R o n g e ( Fi g ur e 4 6 a), F at o u

( Fi g ur e 4 6 b), Pir m et a n d G off art ( Fi g ur e 4 6 c).

T h e  pr o d u ct s  of  ot h er  g u n m a k er s  w er e  c o n si d er e d

ci vil  f a bri c ati o n  a n d  w er e  p ur c h a s e d  dir e ct  fr o m  t h e  g u n-

m a k er s.  T h e g e n er al offi c er s p ert ai n t o t h o s e offi c er s pl a c e d

at t h e h e a d of a n ar m y or a n ar m y c or p s or o n e of it s u nit s,

di vi si o n  or  bri g a d e.  Al s o  i n cl u d e d  w er e  t h e  c o m p a n y  s er-

g e a nt- m aj or s  a n d  t h o s e  st aff  offi c er s  h a vi n g  t h e  gr a d e  of

C ol o n el or Li e ut e n a nt- C ol o n el a n d l a st, t h e Ai d e s- d e- C a m p s.

Wit hi n t his offi c er c at e g or y, t h e i ns p e ct or s f or t h e i ns p e c-

ti o ns (t h o s e c h ar g e d wit h s ur v eill a n c e of t h e a d mi ni str ati o n

of t h e C or p s)  a n d w ar c o m mi s si o n er s (t h o s e c h ar g e d wit h

1 0 4 / 4 0

Fi g u r e 4 4. Ill u st r ati o n of t h e E a gl e- B e a r e r I m p e ri al G u a r d i nf a nt r y
Offi c e r. F r o m “ L a G u a r d e I m p e ri al e ” b y L. F all o u. 

Fi g u r e 4 5. P ai r M o d el A N XII M e d u s a offi c e r s pi s-
t ol s — ci r c a 1 8 1 2, l o c k pl at e “ B o ut et et Fil s a
V e r s aill e s ”, Willi a m R e n wi c k C oll e cti o n, J a m e s
S e r v e n a r c hi v e s.
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material surveillance of materials and

the armouries) were issued the year XII

model with a plain silver oval butt cap.

After many years of study on Boutet at

Versailles, I have never seen a model of

this type in Europe or United States.

An example of the basic AN XII

model Medusa pistol (Figure 47) has

the following characteristics: total

length 0.351 mm (13 inches); barrel is

swamped octagon 8 inch long with

polygroove rifling showing 120

grooves; barrel fastened to stock by

two wedges.

Other variations (Figure 48)

exhibit luxury deluxe features such as

silver mounts and gold ornamental

work on the barrels. They cost 500

francs or more, when ordinary cavalry

pistols cost the state 30 francs a pair.

Between 1803 and 1810, at least 55

pairs of Medusa head pistols were fabri-

cated by Boutet for Generals, staff, and

naval officers. Figure 49 illustrates art

work of the various design termina-

tions for the Medusa butts.

Within the year AN XII category,

the last model (Figure 50) is the staff

officer of Fortress. It is like the Medusa

model but has a reverse “C” cock and a

plain blued polished butt.

During the post-1804 period,

Boutet and his son, Pierre-Nicolas

Boutet (Figure 51), were working in

collaboration producing many types of

arms at Versailles. This collaboration

can be seen in an example of a model

XII pistol (Figure 52) with a plain iron

butt used by officers of staff Fortresses

marked on the barrel “Boutet Et Fils a

Versailles”.

Pierre-Nicolas, born in 1789,

apprenticed with his father and worked

with him until his death in 1816.

In the French collector’s newslet-

ter “Les Arquebusiers de France”, bul-

letin No. 20, Mr. Rod’est has through

line drawings laid out a model he

describes as “Garde Imperial—pistolet

d’officier de Mameluck et des Officers

de la Garde”. He notes that the number

104/41

Figure 46. Other gunmakers designing variations on the Medusa theme Ronge (a), Fatou (b)
(Author’s collection), and Goffart (c) (M. Raso, Armes d’Antan, Paris).
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ti o n, C h ri sti e s, 1 9 6 6.

Fi g u r e 4 7. B a si c M e d u s a A N XII m o d el s h o wi n g vi e w s a n d b utt d et ail. A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.
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Fi g u r e 4 9. Ill u st r ati o n s of M e d u s a sil v e r b utt v a ri ati o n s of t h e m o d el
A N XII offi c e r s m o d el — b y t h e a ut h o r.

Fi g u r e 5 0. B o ut et a n d S o n — st aff offi c e r
of f o rt r e s s — A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n. P h ot o
E d P r e nti s, W hitti e r, C alif o r ni a. K eit h
Dill, C a n a d a.

Fi g u r e 5 1. S o n of Ni c ol a s N o el B o ut et — Pi e r r e-
Ni c ol a s B o ut et ( 1 7 8 9- 1 8 1 6 ). A s si st e d f at h e r at
V e r s aill e s ( B o ut et Et Fil s ).

Fi g u r e 5 2. Cl o s e- u p l o c k pl at e B o ut et m o d el offi c e r of st aff f o rt r e s s.
B o ut et a n d s o n c oll a b o r ati o n. A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n. P h ot o: K eit h
Dill, C a n a d a.
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“574” is engraved on the breech tang above the screw hole.

The hammer is spurred cock (chien en ergot) and the lock-

plate is stamped “Mre Imple De Versailles”. This is a larger

version (365 mm overall) than the infantry models (310 mm)

and would be more suitable as a horse pistol and possibly

used by an officer of the Grenadiers a Cheval. Reflecting on

Fallou’s work, the Grenadiers were also equipped with a pair

of AN IX or AN XIII, probably manufactured by Boutet’s facil-

ity. Boutet’s records show a total of 681 1⁄2 pairs of AN IX man-

ufactured and a total of 411 pairs of AN XIII.

The larger (365 mm) half-stocked Rod’est version

(Figure 53) is identical to one in my collection which has

been converted to percussion. This pistol is numbered “575”

on the barrel tang. On the breech are 3 gold stamps

(poincons) of Nicholas Boutet. Barrel

is 8 1⁄4 inches long, polygroove rifling

round barrel swamped at the muzzle

with iron ramrod, lockplate stamped

“Mre Imple de Versailles”, and check-

ered French walnut half stock. Caliber

is 16.5 mm, overall length is 14 1⁄4”,

trigger guard fore-end is a palmette

form, and butt cap is plain oval. I feel

it would be extreme to assume this

model to be a Mameluke model as

there is enough confusion with the

Mameluke connection already. In all

likelihood this model could relate to

any mounted cavalry unit whose offi-

cers required horse pistols of this

larger size. A higher grade model in

my collection is shown in Figure 54.

A feature of the smaller scale belt

model is a spurred cock (chien en

ergot) with a waterproof pan. Since

this pistol is slightly smaller than the

Rod’est horse model, it could have

been for an Imperial Guard officer of

foot artillery or a senior Gendarme

officer.

“MARSHALL OF FRANCE”

In 1804, the title of “Marshall”

was established, these most senior

commanders of Napoleon’s army over

the years totaled 62 promotions. In

many cases, they were the recipients

of the finest firearms that Boutet

would produce at Versailles, often

presented directly by the Emperor

himself. Certainly the Medusa model in the highest deluxe

grade and the Jupiter or Zeus model were used in battle for-

mations by the marshals. The Jupiter model (Figure 55) in

my collection has the following features

Overall length, 400 mm

Barrel 265 mm

Caliber 17.1 mm poly-groove rifling

Sculptured burnished steel mounts

Blued barrel

Exceptional sculptured sterling silver Zeus butt cap.

The regulation 1st Vendemiaire AN II by Napoleon stip-

ulated that officer’s pistols for senior ranks (Etas-majors) be

of a standard caliber, the furniture be burnished steel, and

the butt be in sterling silver as a Medusa’s head. The major-
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Figure 53. Imperial Guard-officer Guard and Mameluke—from Rod’est
study, conversation. Author’s collection.

Figure 54. Smaller scale Versailles belt model possibly for officer of foot Artillery or Gendarme
officer. Author’s collection.
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it y of t h e s e w o ul d b e pri v at e p ur c h a s e,

a n d  v ari ati o n s  i n  a  hi er ar c h y  of  or n a-

m e nt al b utt c a p s ( Fi g ur e 5 6) c o ul d b e

p ur c h a s e d  b y  ot h er  g u n m a k er s  ( a s

st at e d  e arli er  i n  t hi s  p a p er)  s u c h  a s

L e P a g e, Pir m et,  R o n g e,  G off art, a n d

F at o u.  M a n y  of  t h es e  e x c e pti o n al  g u n-

m a k er s  h a d  w or k e d  u n d er  B o ut et’s

dir e cti o n  at  V er s aill es  a n d  w er e  i nfl u-

e n c e d  b y  his  q u alit y  of  e x c e pti o n al

d esi g n.

“I M P E RI A L G U A R D N A V Y ”

N a v y  offi c er s  of  t h e  I m p eri al

G u ar d w o ul d i n m a n y c as es c arr y t h eir

m o d el A N I X or A N XIII pist ols h u n g o n

a  b elt  h o o k  “ cr o c h et  d e  c ei nt ur e ”,

w hi c h sli p p e d o v er t h e w aist b elt, eli mi-

n ati n g  t h e  n e e d  f or  a  h olst er. S m all er

p er s o n al  pist ols  of  l ar g e  c ali b er  w o ul d

b e c arri e d i n p o c k ets of j a c k ets or gr e at
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Fi g u r e 5 5. M a r s h all of F r a n c e, J u pit e r b utt m o d el —l o c k pl at e “ M A N U F A C A V e r s aill e s ”. A ut h o r’ s
c oll e cti o n.

Fi g u r e 5 6. L a y o ut s h o w s b utt c a p s of B o ut et ( M e d u s a, J u pit e r, N e pt u n e, N a p ol e o n ). All a ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.
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coats, often with a brass barrel and furniture to offset the cor-

rosive effect of sea water. A massive pistol (Figure 57) in my col-

lection is of the brass type mentioned. The bore caliber meas-

ures over 7/8 inches and is smoothbore and swamped in

octagonal brass. All mounts and lockplate are engraved brass

with silver tacks and wire inlay in the stock. No makers name

is present but it has a Liege proof mark on the barrel.

It is noted in Bottet’s book that a design feature signified

its use by an Admiral; this is the sterling silver butt cap of

Poseidon God of the sea or of the head of Neptune. These

interpretations were at the discretion of the artist gunmakers.

Figure 58 shows a double barrel Boutet pistol, with the

Neptune bust, utilized by an Admiral in service to Napoleon

(from my collection). I know of no specific officer’s model

pistol for the “Gardes D’Honneur”. In all likelihood, these

would be privately purchased or they would have received

the AN III Versailles version from Boutet’s facility. This

model from all production centers fabricated 150,000 pairs

in 17.1 mm caliber. It appears in factory records that Boutet

produced, after 1804, a total of 939 pairs but with no cer-

tainty how they were distributed within the Imperial Guard

ranks. It is highly probable that these guards, being of a

rather aristocratic bearing, would purchase deluxe pistols

from Boutet (such as the Rod-est type) or be issued the year

12 Medusa model in a high grade.

Reviewing what Imperial Guard Dragoon and Lancer

officers would have used, we find the following information.

Emir Bukhari, in his “Men-atArms” series 55, makes reference

to Napoleon’s Dragoons and Lancers stating that Dragoons

were issued two versions, the brass mounted 1763 pattern

and the steel mounted republican. However, Boutet from year

XI until 1818, produced 1235 pairs of pistols for the cavalry.

These would be the models year 9 and 13 plus a special order

of 222 model 1763 in a most limited quantity, designed and

made by Boutet at his Versailles gun works. I have never seen

an example of this special rare model. Senior officers of

Imperial Guard Dragoons and Lancers would use the Medusa

models in varying grades. The Empress Dragoon officer would

use the special model previously discussed. It is interesting to

note that a pair of these special Dragoon officer’s pistols were

found with the silver capital “N” defaced on the silver butt

cap. This was done probably during the 100 days during

Napoleon’s exile to Elba and shows the respect the officer

corp gave to their Emperor (M. Baldet, page 47 “Les Armes a

Feu”).

“PISTOLET D’OFFICER DE MAMELUCK” IMPERIAL GUARD

This basic brass mounted officer’s version after 1804,

carries “Mre Imple de Versailles”on the lockplate. Above this

inscription, the stamp of the reviseur, Augustin Germain,

dates this version at 1812-1818. This post-1804 model offi-

cer’s pistol has a military reinforced cock, as opposed to the

AN IX Mameluck officer’s type, which has “Ent.Boutet” on
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Figure 57. Possible naval pocket or belt pistol very large smoothbore caliber, all brass barrel
and furniture. Author's collection.

ASAC_Vol104_02-Dean_110012.qxp  2/3/12  10:22 AM  Page 46

Reprinted from the American Society of Arms Collectors Bulletin 104:21-50 

Additional articles available at http://americansocietyofarmscollectors.org/resources/articles/



t h e b arr el br e e c h wit h i ns p e ct or L a m o g er e’s m ar k a n d a s w a n

pl ai n t y p e c o c k.  T h e A N I X m o d el w as 4 0 8 m m l o n g wit h a

2 0 7  m m  b arr el  i n  0, 0 1 4 5  c ali b er  b e ari n g  “ D B ”,  D a ni el

B o u yss a v y, st a m p as o n t h e l o c k pl at e.  R et ur ni n g t o t h e 1 8 1 2-

1 8 1 8 v er si o n, it is 4 1 0 m m l o n g,  wit h a 2 7 0 m m b arr el i n 1 4. 5

m m.  T h e br ass f ur nit ur e is i d e nti c al i n d esi g n t o t h e A N I X

m o d el a n d t h e a ut h or’s c o n v er si o n p air is i n b ur nis h e d st e el.

Wit h t h e C o ns ul ar a n d t h e p ost- 1 8 0 4 offi c er’s v er si o ns, t h er e

is littl e c h a n g e i n t h e b asi c d esi g n ot h er t h a n c h a n g es of t h e

l o c k pl at e m ar ki n gs a n d i ns p e ct or’s st a m ps.  Oft e n t h es e m o d-

els ( Fi g ur es 5 9 a n d 6 0) ar e f o u n d wit h r e d u c e d b arr el l e n gt hs.

E X A M P L E S O F M A R KI N G S O N M A M E L U K E PI S T O L S O F

T H E C O N S U L A R A N D FI R S T E M PI R E P E RI O D S

U p o n  r et ur n  of  t h e  Ki n g, aft er  N a p ol e o n’s  d ef e at  at

Wat erl o o, B o ut et  w as  still  at  w or k  d esi g ni n g  offi c er’s  pist ols
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Fi g u r e 5 8. B o ut et, V e r s aill e s D B pi st ol — A d mi r al
F r e n c h N a v y t y p e, Sil v e r N e pt u n e h e a d a n d a n c h o r
b utt. A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.

Fi g u r e 5 9. L a y o ut s h o w s t w o M a m el u k e m o d el s t h at w e r e c ut- d o w n
f r o m h o r s e h ol st e r si z e t o b elt p r o p o rti o n s. L a r g e p h ot o c o u rt e s y
of “ P h ot o c o p y ri g ht M u s e e d e L’ A r m s, P a ri s ”. S m all e r — A r m e s
G a z ett e, 1 9 6 0, N e w sl ett e r, P a ri s.

Fi g u r e 6 0. M a m el u k e C o n s ul a r a n d Fi r st E m pi r e pi st ol m a r ki n g s —
l o c k pl at e a n d i n s p e cti o n st a m p s. Aft e r M a r y s e R a s o e diti o n s “ L e s
A r m e s D’ A nt a n ”, P a ri s.
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d uri n g  t his  R est or ati o n  P eri o d.  H o w e v er, h e  di d  d esi g n  t h e

1 8 1 6 s e c o n d m o d el Ki n g’s b o d y g u ar d pist ol ( G u ar d d u C or ps).

T his 1 8 1 6 m o d el ( Fi g ur e 6 1) is br ass m o u nt e d a n d o n t h e b utt

is  t hr e e  Fl e ur  d e  L ys  i n  hi g h  r eli ef. T h e  l o c k pl at e  is  m ar k e d

“ Mr e R o y al e D e V er s aill es ”, br e e c h st a m ps “st ar o v er H ” i n r e c-

t a n g ul ar st a m p a n d “ D T ” st a m p o n l o c k pl at e “st ar o v er G ” i n

r e ct a n gl e. B o ut et f a bri c at e d 3 9 9. 5 p air s of t his m o d el 1 8 1 6 f or

t h e Ki n g’s h o us e h ol d G u ar d ( G u ar ds d u C or ps d u R oi).

I  h a v e  vi e w e d  1 8 1 6  offi c er’s  pi st ol s  wit h  t h e  t hr e e

Fl e ur d e L y s o n t h eir b utt c a p s a s w ell a s t h e “ G e n d ar m e d e

l a M ai s o n d u R oi ”  m o d el f a bri c at e d b y B o ut et a V er s aill e s ( M.

B al d et, p a g e 5 9, “ L e s Ar m s a F e u ”).

B O U T E T “ M A N U F R E R O Y A L”

A n i nt er e sti n g pi st ol i n m y c oll e cti o n ( Fi g ur e 6 2) i s o n e

m a d e  b y  B o ut et  cir c a  1 8 1 7. It  h a s  a n  8  i n c h  o ct a g o n al

s w a m p e d  b arr el  wit h  p ol y- gr o o v e  rifli n g  a n d  i s  e n gr a v e d

d o w n t h e c e nt er “ M a n ufr e R o y al e ”; it t er mi n at e s wit h a sil-

v er  fr o nt  si g ht.  T h e  br e e c h  h a s  4  B o ut et  g ol d  st a m p s; t h e

c e nt er  o n e  i s  B o ut et’s  o ct a g o n  ( g ol d)  a n d  t h e  ot h er  3  ar e

B o ut et  r e ct a n g ul ar. L o c k pl at e  i s  e n gr a v e d  “ M a n ufr e  a

V er s aill e s ”, t h e  r a mr o d  i s  b al e n e  wit h  br a s s  b utt o n  a n d

t hr e a d e d e n d.  All st e el m o u nt s ar e el e g a ntl y e n gr a v e d.  T h e

l eft si d e of t h e b arr el br e e c h i s e n gr a v e d N o. “ 2 8 ”.

I n J u n e of 1 8 1 2,  N a p ol e o n i n v a d e d R u s si a a n d t hi s c a m-

p ai g n  r e s ult e d  i n  a  di s a st er  f or  hi s  str at e g y  f or  a n  U nit e d

St at e s of E ur o p e.  H e h a d e nt er e d R u s si a wit h 6 0 0, 0 0 0 tr o o p s

b ut  aft er  hi s  r etr e at  h e  c o ul d  m u st er  o nl y  3 5, 0 0 0  tr o o p s.

M a n y  offi c er s  w er e  l o st  d uri n g  t hi s  ill-f at e d  c a m p ai g n  a n d

m a n y  offi c er  pi st ol s  w er e  l o st  o n  R u s si a n  s oil.  N a p ol e o n

a b di c at e d d uri n g 1 8 1 4 a n d w a s e xil e d t o t h e i sl a n d of El b a

gi vi n g  L o ui s  X VIII  t h e  o p p ort u nit y  t o  r e g ai n  t h e  t hr o n e  of

Fr a n c e  a s  Ki n g.  A s  e v e nt s  w er e  m o vi n g  s wiftl y  d uri n g  t hi s

p eri o d,  N a p ol e o n w a s d ef e at e d at Wat erl o o J u n e 1 8, 1 8 1 5 b y

t h e alli e s a n d t h e D u k e of W elli n gt o n.  H e w a s e xil e d t o t h e

i sl a n d of St.  H el e n a.

B o ut et  c o nti n u e d  hi s  m a n uf a ct or y  u ntil  it s  cl o s ur e  i n

1 8 1 8.  H e  f ur ni s h e d  m a n y  st yl e s  of  offi c er’s  pi st ol s  ( Fi g ur e

6 3)  d uri n g  t h e  R e st or ati o n  at  hi s  P ari s  s h o p  at  8 7  R u e  D e

Ri c h eli e u d uri n g hi s fi n al g u n m a ki n g c ar e er.

T h e s e h a v e a q ui et, s o b er f or m oft e n wit h o ut t h e sil v er

m o u nt s or g ol d or n a m e nt o n t h e b arr el s.  T h e y ar e all pri v at e

p ur c h a s e a n d a s f ar a s I k n o w n o n e h a v e dir e ct i d e ntifi c ati o n

of r o y al p atr o n a g e eit h er wit h t h e ki n g, L o ui s X VIII or a n y

ot h er  r o y al  i n di vi d u al.  T h e  m ar k s  o n  B o ut et’s  offi c er’s  pi s-

t ol s, b ot h  o n  t h e  b arr el  br e e c h e s  or  sil v er  b utt  c a p s, ar e

s h o w n i n Fi g ur e 6 4.  M ar k s o n B o ut et sil v er m o u nt s i n cl u d e d

hi s m a k er’s m ar k, t h e st a n d ar d m ar k, a n d e x ci s e m ar k.

B o ut et i n hi s P ari s w or k s h o p c o nti n u e d t o pr o d u c e pri-

v at e p ur c h a s e offi c er’s pi st ol s ( Fi g ur e 6 5) i nt o hi s fi n al y e ar s.

T h e s e w er e p er c u s si o n b a c k a cti o n l o c k t y p e s a n d s ur pri s-

i n gl y h e u s e d t h e fi n e st of m at eri al s s u c h a s sil v er f ur nit ur e

a n d e b o n y st o c k s.

H e e x p eri m e nt e d wit h c ert ai n p er c ussi o n s yst e ms s u c h

as pill l o c k v ari ati o ns a n d mi g ht h a v e pr o d u c e d s o m e i n offi-

c er pist ols at t h e e x p eri m e nt al c ust o m l e v el. T h e y e ar s p ass e d

q ui c kl y a n d wit h his gl or y y e ar s of I m p eri al a n d R o y al p atr o n-

a g e f a di n g, h e c arri e d o n as a n “ or di n ar y g u n m a k er t o t h e ki n g

a n d pri n c es ” i n P aris at 8 7 R u e d e Ri c h eli e u.  Al w a ys i n d e bt,

h e  p ass e d  a w a y  o n  O ct o b er  1 2, 1 8 3 3.  His  gr a v e  is  n eit h er

m ar k e d n or k n o w n, a s a d e n di n g f or a gr e at artist a n d cr afts-
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Fi g u r e 6 1. V e r s aill e s M o d el 1 8 1 6 G u a r d D u C o r p s Ki n g L o ui s 1 8 t h—
l o c k pl at e “ M r e R o y al e d e V e r s aill e s ”. A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.

Fi g u r e 6 2. L at e B o ut et offi c e r s R e st o r ati o n L o ui s X VIII P e ri o d pi st ol. “ M A N U F r e
R o y al e ” ci r c a 1 8 1 7. A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.
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m a n  w h o  w or k e d  s o  cr e ati v el y  ( Fi g ur e

6 6) d uri n g t h e 1 8 t h a n d 1 9 t h c e nt uri es.

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

I  w o ul d  li k e  t o  e x pr e s s  s p e ci al

a p pr e ci ati o n t o R o b ert E. Br o o k er, a n d

J a m e s  G o o di n g, f or  r e s e ar c h  pri vil e g e s

a n d  c o ntri b uti o n s  of  p h ot o gr a p h s,

w hi c h o v er t h e y e ar s h a v e i n cr e a s e d m y

B o ut et ar c hi v e s.

M a n y t h a n k s t o t h e f oll o wi n g i n di-

vi d u al s  f or  pr o vi di n g  i nf or m ati o n  a n d

B o ut et  p h ot o gr a p h s  of  it e m s  i n  t h eir

c oll e cti o n s:

Dr. P L a m o ur e u x    P et er Fi n er

H.  H.  T h o m a s  H er b H o u s e

P et er H a w ki n s  Dr. St u art

W. P y hrr

M erril K. Li n d s a y  L a ur e nt 

Mir o u z e

R o b ert A b el s  Fr a n k Bi v e n s

J a m e s J uli a  Dr. J o e 

M ur p h y.

T h a n k s  al s o  t o  t h e  m a n y  a nti q u e

ar m s  d e al er s  a n d  m e m b er s  of  t h e

A m eri c a n  S o ci et y  of  Ar m s  C oll e ct or s,

t h e a u cti o n h o u s e s of Walli s a n d Walli s,

C hri sti e s, B o n h a m s, a n d  S ot h e b y s  f or

r e s e ar c h c o o p er ati o n.  M u c h cr e dit a n d

a p pr e ci ati o n t o J e a n A n n Ta yl or f or t h e

m a n u s cri pt t y pi n g.

1 0 4 / 4 9

Fi g u r e 6 3. L at e R e st o r ati o n offi c e r s pi st ol, ci r c a
1 8 1 9 — E x S mit h s o ni a n, B. J a c k s o n c oll e cti o n.

Fi g u r e 6 4. B o ut et’ s b a r r el b r e e c h st a m p s a n d sil v e r m o u nt s st a m p s. A ut h o r’ s a rt w o r k a n d
a r c hi v e s.

Fi g u r e 6 5. L at e p e ri o d B o ut et offi c e r s pi st ol, ci r c a 1 8 3 0 — a p ai r,
e b o n y st o c k, sil v e r f u r nit u r e. L o c k pl at e “ B o ut et a P a ri s ”,
D a m a s c u s b a r r el. E x A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n. Fi g u r e 6 6. I m p e ri al G u a r d G r e n a di e r —i nf a nt r y

h e a d g e a r pl at e, ci r c a 1 8 1 3. A ut h o r’ s c oll e cti o n.
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